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| EN FEPETTTTEE 


Mr. Giatawari ; 


Need not te}l you with what 
ſucceſs you publiſhed the 
Excellenc Treatiſe, The whole 
| Duty of Man: Itis your Fe- 
baty to be apain inſtrumental to 
the profit of this Church ard Na- 
'tion, by your Edition of theſe Re 
ligious and Prudent InſtruGions, 
And although the Addreſs be not 
{o Univerſal in this, as in the for- 
mer; yet this will have a large in- 
fluence upon other Conditions be. 
ſides Gentlemen : Their Converſe , 
if reformed, will be exemplary, and 
| a OPCra- 


: 

| 

| 
IF 
] 

; 

4 
ll 


th 
L— 


TE II 


operative upon others. A Gentry 


that would afford an obedient Far 


to theſe Admonitions, and a Cley- 


gy that would to Piety and Learn-. 


ing, yoyn Humility, Modeſty , and 
Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane 


means to recoyer this ſinfal Nati. 


on, and oppreſſed Church, from 
the niſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 
under which we now groan. So 
that the Argument is well choſen, 
and it is ſo manag<d, thar I know 
not what a Reader that is ſome. 
what moroſe can defire , which 1 
not here. The Axthor keeps cloſe 
to his intended P rovince and delign, 
his Reaſons are finewy and conyin- 
cing, his Reproofs are ſevere and 
grave , yet pleaſing ; and they 
whom he chides, muſt needs love 
him. There 1s nothing in his Pe- 
riods redundant or detcQive ; he 
hath a Native Elegancy that invites 


his 
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ry his Reader 3 Variety of Learning 
ar. couched, not vaunted ; and a Fer. 
r- ſpicuity (ach, as will make h1: 
z. Reaſonings appear to a weak Eye : 
id A Manual which is enriched wit! 
1c all theſe Graces , ſhall (I truſt ) 
#.- not onely be frequenly ard atten- 
m tively peruſed, but that it will live- 
l, ly affect, and fit cloſe tothe Reins, 
50 and penetrate the Heart of the 
n, Reader, eſpecially that Reader for 
w. whomit is d:{igned ; and for this 
e. Blefling on the Gentry, it is our 
1 Duty to ſollicite the Divine Good- 


{e neſs. 
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Fn THE PREFACE. 


— He Anthority of Cuſtom 
vg bath ſo much a more 
generall prevalency 
then that of Truth; 
” that be that ſhall adwenture to aſſault 
Y that with this, may be thought not to 
y have well dige$ted the Fare Canti- 
on of our Saviour, Luk. 14.31. To 
ne fit down and conſider whether he be 
able with ten thouſand to meet him 
that cometh againſt him with ewenty 
_ thouſand ; for doubtleſs ſuch, and 
N much greater is the ods between the 
Abettors of theſe two Litigants. And 
tothe imputation of this unwarineſs 
' Teannot but foreſee the preſent de- 
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2, GENTILITY has long ſince con. 01 
futed Jobs Aphoriſme, Man is born ha: 
to labour, and inflead thereof, has pre. thi 
nounced to its Clients the Rich mani lea 
Requem, Soul tcke thine eaſe, eat 

drink and be merry. A Gentleman  (_ 
now ſuppoſed to be onely a thing of th 
pleaſure, a creature ſent into the #1 
World, as the Leviathan into the deep," þ4 
to take bis paſtime therein ( and th: jw 
better to compleat the Parallel to de- jc 
voure his underlings too ) and then wi 
twill be no wonder if it be ad judgeds #1 
ridiculous ſolociſmeto attempt to de. 
fno his Calling, whoſe Very Eſſenc de 
is thought to conſiſt in having none, M 
Nay perhaps it will be deemed no Cc 
onely abſurd but malicious, a Level. be 
ling proje&i, of robbing him of hi: H 
Birth-right, of degrading him fron 
thoſe priviledges, which belong to his 1 
quality, and of moulding him agaii 'J 
into that uulgar Maſs, from whicl 
ay 
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m divine Providence and humane Laws 
rn have diſtinguiſhed him. But from 
8. this jealonfte Þ dare traft the enſuing 
nt leaves to be their own windicators. 

eat 3J. I hawe been no unconcerned 
i C much leſs inſulting ) ſpeSator of 
of the depreſſions the Gentry hawe fallen 
be under in theſe latter years, but have 
-p,\pay'd them my juſt tribute of compaſ- 
th jen: yet © confeſs, I think thoſe 
de-- ſcarce worthy a regret, in compariſon 
'en with thoſe voluntary deſcents, too 
di many of them have made from true 
de. worth and wirtue. 'Tis ſure a farleſs 
1ct deplorable ſpettacle to ſee a Gentle. 
2c, man ſpoiled of his Fortune by his 
zot Conſcience, then his Luxury, and to 
el. bebold him under the firoke of the 
hi; Headſman, then under thoſe more in- 
ow famous Executioners, his Luft, or 
hy Intemperance, Tet I fear if the Mar- 
tin tyrologie even of theſe ſuffering 
icl times were ſcanned, Venus 41d Bac- 
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_ CIC TONES  COOITERS 
chus would be found t to bheve FOI 114- Jon: 


nv more Martyrs,then God and Loy-the 
alty. fra 
A. But I confeſs it an imperti- Ewe 
nence thus to balance the two miſ«zs | 
chief's of doing and 1 uſfering ll, fince las, 
tis certain the latter is to be reſolved out 
into the former, and has no exiſtence ced 
of it elf, but what it derives from we , 
that. Puniſhments are but the re- the 
ſults of ſins : and therefore whatever Cu1 
Malignity 4s inthe Effect, becomes wid 
intirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, ſpe 
and we are to look upon our Vice not eaſ 
only as our greateſt, but our only un- he: 
happineſs. This Conſideration ſhews Me 
us the ſource of all our (ufferings,aud to! 
is it ſelf no leſs obvious, then thoſe; 
though one would thinkt as conceal- aff 
ed as the head. of Nilus, that ſhould go 
only obſerve how many other Origi« M 
nals of our Calamities are aſſugned,” ha 
whileſt this is Tone dreamt of. This 
Jonak| 
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Jonah 7s ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in 


\-the ſhip, while her more innocent 
franght 75 caſt over board. Jonah. 1 5 
i= Every the lea$t ſparkle from without 
ſ<is charged as an Incendiary, when a- 
relas, like Atra, our own bowels ſend 
d out that fire, which has ſo near redu- 
ee ced us to aſhes, But as in Diſeaſes 
n we account the diſcovery of the Cauſe 
« the firſt and moſt neceſſ, ary ſtep to the 
-r Cure, ſs certainly 3s it here, the con- 
s wittion of our gilt is a moſt indi= 
2, ſpenſable preparative towards the 
t eaſe of our Preſſures, and we muſt be_ 
= heavy laden in the Chriſtian ſence, 
s Math. 11. 25. before we ſhall ceaſe 

d tobe ſo inthe Civil, 

3 5, ButlI fear men proceed in this 
affair rather like Mountebanks then 
1 good Phyſicians, uſe ſome palliating 
» Medicines to allay the Eff es, or per= 
, baps Anodynes to ſiupifie the patient, 
and wholly neeleS the root of the mas- 
lady 
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lady. Nor do I appropriate this ergng. 
ror to the Gentry, tis too wiſible thaff, 
all forts and qualities have too juſt lon 
claim to it, to let any one go aw)iſelz 
with the incloſure. But becauſe thafor 
preſent deſign makes them my peculi gre, 
ar Province, I ſhall, waving al\Cri 
others, addreſs my ſelF at this tim yew 
to them onely, with this moſt paſſuo. | 
nate requeſt, that they would not uſi der 
that cruelty to themſelwes, for whicl pla 
 Ama'ek ftands branded toward, the 
Ifrael, Deu. 25. 15. By their per. hi1 
ſevering impieties ſmite and deftro) th: 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains 0f en; 
their former felicities, but that the) th; 
would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert ky 
to this their ſo great and important th 
concernment, and pitch upon the G 
true Achan, that has thus low w 
troubled their IHrael. And that be- yo 
ing done, that Ffory dire&s the next fo 
ſtep of the Proceſs, even the brings, k 
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ergng him to execution, cutting that 
mavff, which will elſe infallibly bring 
tidown a Fatall exciſion upon them 
a)iſelves. Nor is this to be deferred, 
th for alas the Diſeaſe is come to too 
li great a height, too dangerous 4 
al:Criſis, to admit any delay of the 
« remedy. 

0, 6. When Egypt bad ſmarted un- 
f der a ſucceſſion of miraculous 
cl plagues for deteining the Iſraelites, 
ai the Servants of Pharaoh importune 
r-. him to releaſe them, and concluce 
0 their advice with this Pathetique 
0] enforcement, Knoweſt thou not yet 
e that Egypt is deſtroyed ? And God 
1 knows I may but too properly give 
1 the ſame edge to mine; For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates 
y waſted, your Priviledges violated, 
e your Splendors eclipſed, your Per 
= ſons reſtrained, your Families bro- 
3 ken and fhattered, your Dignities 
4 trampled 
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trampled upon by the meaneſt of t m 
Vulocar, and finally your Jelve,gu 
quite tranſpoſedin your ſtation, now ul 
made the Tail who were once thiy,,;, 
Head, Deu. 28. 44. And is it no, 
yet time to diſmiſs thoſe Sins which, 
are the Authors of all this ? If you ny ( 
are ſtill of Pharaohs mind, and re WP 
ſolwe to retain them, you are cer. 
tainly no leſs obStinate then he, but of c 
much morc irrational. He had” .. 
ſomewhat of wiſible advantage to Ru 
tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, ,,4 
| they were his Slawes, wrought hard of 
at his work , built him Cities. But ,,,; 
how far is that from the caſe here. ,,, 
They are not your Slawes, but your ;þ, 
Task-ma$ters, which you are ſo x 
unwilling to part with, thoſe that fin 
ſet you to the wile and mo$t ſer- yp, 
vile drudgeries, and are ſo far ,f 
from bringing you in profit, that I yy 
may boldly make the Apoſtles chal- mT 
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ence, Rom. 6. 21. What fruit have 
*,ou had of thoſe things? And 

Woubt not the onely account you can 

ring in of your harve$t, muSt be 

"be Inventory of your miſeries. We 

1 are witneſſes of many Houſes, ma- 

My Cities they have demoliſh'd and 

© [aid waSte, but we hawe no $tru- 
* Finre of theirs to ſhew, but a Babel 
Ul of confuſron. 

d 7. Þut alas, theſe your ſecular 
0 Ruines are but their mode$St and 
 » petty outrages. Take another wiew 
4 of them, and it will like Ezckiels 
it wiſion, Ezekiel 6.8.preſent you with 
*. more C5 greater abominations then 
r theſe, even the abomination of de- 
0 folation in the holy place. Tour 
t fins have not only deſolated your 
"* own houfes, but Gods. That Beauty 
Tr of his Ornament which be ſet in 
I Majeſty, Ezck. 7. 20. bath by theſe 
[- your deteſtable things been expoſed 
78 


5 t9 


THE PREFACE *© 
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to ſpoil and pollution. We are nolCit 
yet grown ſooltin our miſeries a; | 
to have out-worn the aggrawvatiot8io 
of remembring our happier eſtateaya 
And how ſad, how wounding a conpro 
templation is it to compare the paſtys t 
&>- preſent condition of this Church! 4d 
When the Temple was rebuilding gn: 
it the joy of that reſtauration conligll. 
| not ſuppreſſe the grief of thoſe whinoy 
| remembred the ſo much more Glori-the 
ons Fabrick of the firſt, but the) me; 
layd the foundation in their tears.tha 
the text ſayes, They wept with 1 acc 
loud voice, Neh. 3. 12. But whai wh 
tears, what ejulations can be bittei rit; 
or loud enough for us, who are ti you 
lament not partiall and imperfed nal 
repaires, but total ruines and va-wo 
ftations, that ſee the materials of wh 
our Sion now reduced to du$St ani $a1 
rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happi-of 
ly compacted , built together as altar 
City: 
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oCity at unity In 1t {et ! 

a+ $8. And while we thas remember 
oiSion, and are our ſelves by the 
tevaters of Babylon, *tis ſure but 
proper we fit down and weep, bid, 
aſrgs thoſe Captives Pl. 137. a ſolemn 
hb Adien to all entertainments of joy 
19. and pleaſure. And would God we 
iall, particularly you to whomT 
hinow ſpeak, did as exaGily parallel 
ri them in this ſad and pious reſent- 
12) ment, as we do in the motives of it, 
rs.that ſo your quarrel to ſin might be 
| 4accended to its full height, as that 
al which robs you not only of your ſpi- 
tel ritual, but ( that which many of 
tiyou have more gut of ) your car- 
ednal joyes alſo. Tis your fins I 
14-would I conld ſay, yours alone, 
of which have been the perſecuting 
nd Sauls, that have thus made hayock 
pi-of the Church. The Securities,Pro- 
* &)fancſs, and Licentiouſneſs of your 


al | ; pro- 
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proſperous days made the firſt breal ne 


ches in her walls:and now the Imped m1 
nitence and incorrigibleneſs of youtd In 
calamitons, like the Edomites, critha 
down with her,down wit h her evenbi 
to the ground. "Twas among ft thi ric 
Tews a Capital Guilt to curſe a Pa#th 
rent,and ſhall it now paſs for an cayrit 
ſy, or no crime,not only to curſe,butzgre 


deſtroy our common Mother,to abetttzſo1 


and maintain thoſe Troopes whici An 
thus defie, ye invade her ? O whyabee 
ſhould you not at laſt recall your exy4mo 
iled Pietie, and aſſume a holy andjrer 
becoming indignation againſt theſt\an, 
ber cruel, her implacable Eneapie 
mies ? the 

9. But this you cannot be ſupyfor 
poſed to do, whilſt You arraig the 
only other mens ſins , and leawiilwe 
your OWN out of the Indictment, Ib 
doubt not many of you do withyvid 
diſpleaſure , perhaps more then ey 


nonegh 
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a) nough, charge her ruine upon the im- 
& mediate Inſiruments, accuſe the bold 
«nl Intruſion of ignorant Teachers , of 
rbhaving deprawed her DoGrine; Ams- 
embition and Envy of impatient Infes 
b#riors, of ſubwerting her Diſcipline ; ; 
bs wh Pride and F a&tion of buſte Spi- 

agrits, of diſturbing her Peace; the 
ullgreedy Awarice of Sacrilegions per- 


ſons, of devouring her Patrimony. 


been the Weapons that thus have 
x4mortally wounded her. But let it be 
ndjremembred , that theſe were weilded 
eſc\and whetted by the more general im- 
veejpieties, from whence they borrowed 
their deſtructive power. And there- 
ipYfore to transfer the guilt bere, is but 
on the artifice of ſlaying Uriah with the 
{word of the Children of Ammon, 
hobch you know acquitted not Da- 
ithvid from being a Murderer. No, God 
Knows, here lies a Carkaſs of a poor 
gh b bleeding 
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pleedtany Church, but which of yo 


gation the Law aſſianes in that caſl p 
Deut. 21. 8. which of you can ſay 
our hands have not ſhed this bloo 
neither have our eyes leen it? Rip 

10. Tet the leſs capable you "= 
thus waſhing your hands in innofeſ? 
cence, the greater need you have tim 
waſh them in Penitence, and theregna 
fore ſince as you are Sons to this MoMo 
ther, the Office of Avenger of bloove 
dewvolwes on you. O bring. forth fruithen 
of Repentance, by diſcharging thaber 
part faithfully ; drag out theſe Cria 11 
minals which have taken SanQuaryfes 
in your breaſts , and there iwell (4 b 
curely, as in a City of Refuge, aniþro 
hew them in pieces, as Samuel dif 
Agag before the Lord. And as youſoo 
incentives to this are infunitel 'y greaQuuy 
ter and more preſſing , then in otheſſel 


murders, ſo will the effes alſo waſiro 
| 
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v0 tranſ\ cend thoſ e of co mmonJuſtice. 


ur hat only revenges , but this may 
aſtepair the miſchief, recall the wital 
afpirits,and reunite ihe ſcatterd limbs 
" this mangled body. Such an Om- 
Ripotency is there in ſincere Repen- 
2 offance, that it is able even to effe& a 
nofteſurrection. O that you would be 
2 t@mbitions of working this Miracle, 
regnd by this piousProdigie beget your 
AoMother,that you would weep ſo long 
»o@ver ber aſhes,till that moiſture had 
aithendred them prolifical, and you ſee 
haber ſpring out of her Urn. 
"r14 11. This, this is your only way of 
arſfteverſeng that extirpating Decree, 
ſephich theſe Hamans (your ſns)bave 
rmnprocured. And if” You negle&t this, 
diMMordecai's menace to Heſter will be 
outfoo applicable to you : if God in his 
eapuifatbomable mercy ſhould cauſe 
haeliverance and enlargement to ariſe 
Y rom {ome other place to this poor 
2 de- 
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deſolate Church , yet your ſelves ca 
expect nothing but DeſtruGion. | be: 
you hawe no ſence of the deſolationW 
of Sion, no pity to ſee her1n th 
Duſt, but ſtill chuſe to cheriſh tho 
lt impicties which have bronght ha 
j thither; yet even they will, at the [af 
avenge her quarrel, bring You thoſl 
| miſeries, the ſence whereof it will ha 
| impoſſible for You to avoid, or ex©v 
tingniſh. of 

12. For alas, to repreſent your ſin ? 
to you as the Originals meerly 9 
Temporal, whether Private or P alſo 
lick Ruines, is to give you too faidf. 
and flattering a portraiCture of them 
theſe are but the light preluſorll®! 
Skirmiſhes to a more diſmal ſlaught® 
ter, the Prologue to the fatal Tragd® 
die. Take their full charaGer fro#"* 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 6. 21. The end '* 
thoſe things 1s death , ever death i he 
ternal. It is our uſual comfort 4 op 
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eahainſt the per ſecutions of men , that 
hey can purſue us no farther then to 
ghe grave : there, as Job ſpeaks, the 
yveary be at reſt. But this Tyrant in 


its malice, but then eſpecially begins, 
[1 when all other crueltices ceaſe » Tor- 
(ſures infunitely by the gnawings of 
] j#þat worm which never dies,and the - 
 efcorchings of that fire which never 
ball be quenched. 

ſnd 73: And now who can ſufficiently 
; ponder at the infatuation, that You 
ſponld demurre upon the diſmiſſing 
Faidf ſo treacherous a Gueſt , that You 
emſponld cheriſh this Viper in your bo- 
orill oms, which You already feel eating 
,o for Bowel s Aevouring all your tcm- 
19 oral felicities , and yet takes thoſc 
Yoſt #t in the way to your Heart , your 
d of !ore precious and eternal part? "Tis 
þ ge common Maxime even of thoſe 
"Y bat receive advantage by the perft- 
b 3 dionſneſs 


TI 
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dionſneſs of others, to love the Trea 
ſon, but hate the Traitor : but he 
is that Rule quite inverted; Tou ha 
the Treaſon, are impatient of the af 
flicking conſequences of y our fin 53 
li love the Traitor, hugee tbat in you 
cloſeſt Embraces. The Apoſtle inde 
forwarns us of the Deceitfulneſs 
ſin, Hebr. 3. 13. but ſure this is| 
i pitch beyond that : this is not deceik 
Ii but inchantment, ſome powerf\u 
Philtrum zt muſt et] be. that 4; 
thus make men in love not only wil pe 
de TOs; but diſeaſe. nc 
. But all the Magicians of f'© 
_ are not able to ſtand betoi 
Moles,th:s Magick is not ſo irrefiftt®' 
ble, but that Reaſon and Religilh s 
will yield T ou countercharms. able 
diſ-enchant Ton, if Tou will but ſu" 
fer them to come in to your aid. I 
but once ſlep ont of th: Devils Circl 


the actual Vertiginous purſuit 


bu 


wh 


our ſuafall appetites, and give your 
aculties ſome intermiſſion, ſo much 
reath from that hot chaſe as may 
uaalifie them for a calm conſiderate 
wiew of other things, and then 'tis 
gertain you will diſcern, that Vertue 
has a much more raviſhing appea- 
« France, infinitely more delectable and 
;Fnamouring,than all the Devils Op- 
ticks conld' put upon your higheſt 


fi nd moſt onſtfull ſenſualities. Do 
you only beſtow ſome attentive looks 


cal | | 
{por ber; let her once in at your cies, 
and then leave ber to make her own 
epayay to your heart. And this is ſure 
et ©Ery moderate requeſt, that You 
7 a but vouchſafe to look upon what 
jigs thus amiable. And with what 
j, (retence can you deny it? Tou who,to 
$4%e on thoſe tranſitorie Beauties 
which are only your ſuares , ſiick at 
1g'9 difficultie, will be content to come 
thoſe of Ton that kawe no other 


b 4 motives) 
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motives) even to Church upon thai 
errand : O do not here put off you 
curioſitie, where alone it may avail 
you, but rather take this opportunity. as f 
of hallowing that ( hitherto provof 1 
phane) part of your temper. tis 
15. It has been none of the Dewili) dee 
meaneſt or unluckieſt Arts to infuſs ſee 
prejudices into mens mindes again the 
Chriſtian pracrice, by repreſenting it; lit 
in the moſt averting forms. He chan# mo 
es ſhapes with it , and as he trans-' im 
formes himſelfe into an Angel ol: in 
light, ſo he does this into one of 
Darknels , makes it appear a Statt. pr 
of the mo$t diſmal ſadneſs and hor-: ry 
ror, a region of Antipodes to all a 
Toy and cheerfulneſs. And how much} ye 
H10re ready men are to take the De-! f: 
vil at his word then Chriſt at his, y« 
who profeſſes his Yoke caſte and his} *t 
Burthen light, appears too viſible in} 11 
the generall averſneſs thoſe have tl if 
Piety,f 
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ety, who never ſo much as tricd it, 
but take up implicite confuſed pre- 
Hudices againſt it , and retain thoſe 
tas faſt, as if they were the produits 
04 of many years coſtly experiences. And 
Ptis to be fear ed,theſe hawe taken the 
ls \ deepeſt root in the richeſt Soil , they 
Ll ſeeming no where more to flouriſh, 
then among You of the higheſt Qua- 
it lity. Tet ſure, of all others, You are 
n+ moſt obliged to eradicate thew, they 
F- implying ſuch a groſs injuſtice,as any 
ol: ingenious mind muſt be aſham'd of. 
of 16. You will your ſelves readily 
te: pronounce, that Judge not only cor- 
t- rapt, but impudent , that condemns 
ls a perſon whoſe plea be never heard: 
ch} yet if You will but refleS} , Tou will 
C- | find your own verdict rebound upon 
| Jour ſelves, with a Tu es homo) for 
1} tis evidently your caſe here, It is 
mm; time for Tou therefore to be ſo juſt, 
to if not to Vertne, yet to your own Re- 
Y | putations, 


THE PREFACE, 


"9. 


| putations, as to retra&t that condem.\ ,, 
natory ſentence, you have paſt upon! ,,, 
ber, and put on ſo much at leaſt off ;, 
the form of FuStice, as to give heral ,, 
fair Trall, But this you cannot dof w6 
by hearing the tongues of men and An.! 
gels plead for her, none but ber ſelf} 
can manage her cauſe, you muſt ad. pl 

writ her into your ſociety, and con-| 
eerſc, take her into ſuch rr ones 
tie, 2s may bring her within diſtance} 
of your Obſervation, before you- pro 
wornnce of her. In ſhort if you will in-| , 

deed render your ſelves competent | 

Tudges, whether a Virtuons lite bea: þ 
pleaſant or a diſmall thing, enter} | 
upon it, and let your own experiences ſc 
be your informers. U 2] 
17. I cannot ſuſpect theage ſo de- / 
generous, as not to belteve there are} 
divers particular perſons among| 
you, whe bave made the experiment,| 
and to their Teſtimonie I dare ape? | 
| and | 


H 
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and doubt not they will from Tudees 
" turne Adwocates, and recommend 
VE at to you, and ſure you will have no 
4 cauſe in this inſtance to wave your 
4 wonted Priviledge of being tryed by 
1-7 your Peers, to except again$t their 
Yd al Hed in in the calc, "whe beings 
'} placed in equall circumſtances with 
* you, wnſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand 


| your utmoſt Temptations to Vice, 


*F from wheuce alone all the ſeeming 
* difficulties and uneaſineſſes of Vare 
tne do ariſe. 

l 1S. It were the work of many 

*t Volumes to deſcribe the ſewerall 

't diſtin} Advantages towards a pleas 

5 


| ſant Being, which are wrapt up in 

this one comprehenſive Felicitie. I 
* ſhall inflance onely in that, to which 
"| the enſuing Tract particularly re- 
| lates, and that is that it furniſhes 
| you with a ſucceſſion of wery A- 
Hearn and Cheerfull Imployments. 


Vere 


f 
T1 


| ; 


THE PREFACE. 


Vertue is of a buſie and ative, Pre 


Nature, and as in its ſeverall 0.: 


> OHS 


perations it has an eppeſition to all, fat 
the ſeverall ſorts of Vice, ſo in; the 
its very Conſtitution and Principle: no- 
i beares an avowed Antipathic to' ſes 


that one fertile Seminary of moſi 


other Sins, Idleneſs; and ſure the fu 


reſcuing you from that is no COn- 
temptible Benefit. For though you | 


feeme to challenge it as 4 conſide.. 


rable part of your Inheritance, that 
you may live and do Nothing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim, 
yet, tis moft evident, that what 
yu contend for, as your Priwvi- | 
leage, your ſelves eſteem your 


burden, yea 


be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, | 
Health, Soul and all for Company, | 


zmploy your ſelves the moſt rui- 


nonfly, rather then endure to be 1- | 
nay, quite confute your own | 


Pre- & 


ale; 


ſo much ſo, that to | 


| 
y 


v3. ati. 
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Þ ons and toilſome Vices,which you are 
I” fain to call Pleaſures, to render 
n: them tolerable , but have certainly 
e no pretence to that Title on any other 
0 ſcore, but that they keep you doing. 
t. 19. And now what more grate- 
e full Office can poſſubly be done for 
- men in this Condition, then to 
4 ſhew them how they may fee 
= themſelves of this load without 
t | comtracting a worſe; I mean the 
i guilt of thoſe things which like 
, | Rehoboam converts Whips into 
t © Scorpions, yet are now fain to be 
- | reſorted to, as the onely in$tru- 
r | ments of their relief. And this a 
| Chriſtian Lite will be ſure to do 
> | for you, It will conſtanthie pro- 
; vide you with innocent divertiſe- 
' ments, nay. much more, it will 
| give You buſineſs, ſo axles. and 
 worthie the dignitie of Tour Natures, 


ſo 
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ſo Noble and anſwerable to the| 
Splendouwr of your Qualities, ſq 
every way agreeable to the aims off 
Rational Men, that You will bawel;s 
cauſe to acknowledge with Ourbof 
Church, that Gods Service 1s per-%opl 
fet Freedom. "ma 
20. I ſhall not undertake to givelthe 
you a particular view of all the} an: 
Sewverals of thoſe Emploiments ;| 
Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which} 
aſſign your Tasks, doe ſufficiently) 
inform Tou of the Nature and Ex«! 
cellency of them, my whole Scheme! 
is compriſed in that One, which: 
diretts an Attendance on that Cal-b— 
ling wherein God hath placed men,| 
| and therefore I am to treat onely| 
of thoſe particular Duties which| 
are incumbent on you as Gentlemen, 
and therein ſhew you that conſider-| — 
ed as ſuch, Tou have a Calling, 
and ſo free you of that reproach| 


and 


ade ad 


_ 
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nd miſerie of being unprofitable 
urdens of the Earth, and then e- 
fEwince to you alſo that that Calling 
relis ſo far from implying any thing 
rbof reall toil or uneaſineſs, that it is 
r-Ponly an Art of refining and ſubli- 

mating your Plcaſures, rendring 
7 thent more guſifull and exquiſite 
Veband ſo will ( if attended to ) make 
;boood to you in earneſt your mittaken 


bEpretence to a Lite of ſenſmnalitie and 
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Of Buſineſs ant ( allings in 


general : 


[# EE E that by floth and improvi- 
"8 7 J 6 dence dares and conſumes 
£ $1] that Srock which is properly 
an) i his own, falls juſtly under the 
blunt cenſure of folly, and 
uſually under the ſharper and more ſmarting 
penance of poyerty and want : But he that is 
but a deputed manager, ifhe neglect his depo- 
tm, is liable to a heavier weight both of ob- 
loquy and diſcipline. The weakneſs of the one 
may poſſibly meet with ſomewhat of pity , bur 
the falſeneſs and treackerie of the other is the 
obje& of an univerſal deteſtation, and is often- 
times very ſeverely ſentenced by thoſe, who, 
if they would imparrtially reflet, would find 
themſelyes deeply involved in the ſame guilt. 
2. God hasplaced fan in the world, not 
5a Proprietary, buta Steward; he hath put 
many excellent things into his poſſeſſion, but 
theſe intruſt ro benot only kept, bur negoriated 
with, and by traffick improved to the uſe _ 
ab = 
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the true owner : Yet herein dealing as a mo 
bountiful Maſter, by not only promiſing tra 
ſcendent rewards in the future to his fidelity 
but even annexing at the preſent (as to th 
Heifer that trea1tth ont the corn) a moſt libe 
ral fubſiſtence, interweaving his Intereſt { 
with his Duty, that the diſcharge of it is hi 
onely means of being happy even in thi 
world, 

3. This certainly is the ſtate of mankin 
in general; every (1 mean Rational) perlot 
having ſomething of this kind intruſted to hin 
No man that hath-underſtanding, be thar of! 
higher or lower ſize, but hath variety « 
abilities of one ſort or other, and withall th 
actuating power, which ſhould ſet them © 
work. And then furely hethar hath not bee 
excluded from the receits, mult not pretend; 
exemption from the disburſements, the ras 
but is under a ſtrict obligation of improvin 
what he hath thus received, of bringing i 
fruit to the granary, as well in order to | 
own account and joy 'in the auditing of th 
harveſt, as alſo to the glory of God fronſ1s 
whom alone he derives (and muſt impute) bot 
the ſeed, and irrigation, and the very incre: 
And he that on theſe grounds and according! 
to theſe meaſures decently adminiſters his Pri 
yince, ſedulouſly attends his duty in this m: 
ter, will find himſelf placed in fuch an aRtiy 
ſtate of buſineſs, that he ſhall have little caulg 
to ſuſpect himſelf negleRed, or eee, b 

vt 
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'God and Nature, or placed in the world with. 
| out a Calling. 
ity 4. From what is thus indiſpenſably required 
tif of a/{ men, no one #azk or indiyidual of that 
bes ſpectes can plead an immunity. And therefore 
t (@ ull thoſe whom Birth, Edacation and Wealth, 
; hi and the common dialect of the world hath 
th made known by the ſtile of Gentlemen, ſhall 
think fit to expunge the latter part of that title 
inf and diſclaim 'the nature of mey, as they are 
ſorf willing to do the duty, they mult certainly re- 
inf tract this error, and acknowledge they haye 
of# their ſhares in this common obligation. 
1 | 5. Nay indeed if they could ſo far imitate 
thay the Prince of the morning, as to ſucceed to 
_ off that rank which he was willing to leave, I 
xa mean to aſcend aboye Humanity and affume 
1 a the nature of Angels, yet even thither would 
SF this purſue and overtake them. Among all the 
10 Orders of that divine Hierarchy they would 
5 1} not find one Patron or Preſident of Idleneſs. 
by For as the ſpiricuality of their eſſence renders 
th them more agile and active, ſo that activity 
rong}-25 perpetually exerciſed in impioying the di- 
ot vine abilities they have receiyed, to the glory 
al of God the donor : and that not only in bear- 
lining a part in that Celeſtial quire which incef- 
20 fantly ſings his praiſes, bur in the more labori- 
12h ous and ſervile offices of being miniſtring ſpi- 
ting its, yea even to thoſe to whom both 1n reſpe&t 
$ of nature and innocence they are infinitely ſu- 
periour, And this they do with perfect alacrity 
hag at 
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and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greatek 
honor and dignity to be chus buſied. Their »Þ4l * 
Pirive power over the world, faith Gerſon, ts hict 
ſo ſuitable an ingredient for a Maguihicat iſe 0 
their compoſing, as that greater dignity of recaf®< 
243ng , and performing God's commands : An eyene 
dence how much the meaſures of honor diff$*Þ 
between the Courtiers of heayen, and earth 
the inhabitants of that refined, and this grol 
region. Thus then the proſpect lies before t! 
Gentleman : if he choole either to look lew 
on the ſame nature with himſelf, or dire& h 
eyes upward on that of the glorious ſpirits thafſ# 
encompaſs Gods throne, he will not in all} 
records of earth or heaven find eyer a pat 
for ſloth, any clauſe of exemption in this unÞ! 
verſal law. | 

6. Nay if this ax iz honor would bid fare 
well to his birthright, and become /cke tl 
beaſts that periſh, Pſ. 4.9.20. it he could be cot 
tent, in purſuit of this one fancied priyiledy 
of a Gentleman, to renounce all the real one 
of a man,and make Nebxchadnezzar's punilt 
ment his option : yet neither the field nor for 
reſt could give him Sanctuary, afford him ar 
number of aſſociates to aid,or but countenanc 
him in his mutiny againſt this divine decretf 
they would rather be his tutors and monitonf 
to obey it. For what rank eyen of the m0! 


ous 


tek 
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al and regular motion to thoſe ends for 
hich they were created , in continual exer- 


Riſe of thoſe powers with which they are en- 


Wued? yea ſome of them with ſuch 1 1mproye- 


«Ment to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it 


th raiſed a doubt whether they a& by in- 
in or reaſon, by fancy or judgment. Py- 
agoras 1s diſcernably on their {ide : and A4- 
Fiforle that was leſs kind to them, ſeems b 


Þne ſaying to have yielded the cauſe, when of 


. Mboſe creatures Which, he faith, Wart reaſos, he 


mfeſſeth that fancy | [upplies its place, I need 
jot take part 1n this diſpute; whatſoever their 
aculties or talents are,none can doubt of their 


ſe of them, or whether this their uninter- 


upted obedience to the law of their creation 
eflects rhe proportionable glory on their 
reator. 

7. To deſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
gJery inanimate creatures afford their conſort 


$0 this divine harmony , every one of them 


erform thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe 
fall thoſe (not unadtiy 'e) qualities God hath 
ut into them. The Sxx hath received a power 
fcheriſhing and enlivening terreſtrial bodies, 


eÞad it folds not up its rayes, but communicates 
Sad diſpenſeth them freely. The Earth has 
geceived a power of iruCtifying , giving ſap 


ind verdure to that whichgrows upon it, and 


withholds not that vital moiſture, but like a 
ender nurſe ſends it forth liberally to all that 


xpet nouriſhment from her breaſts; and fo 


B 3 pro- 
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proportionably to all other parts of this great 
body. And that all this ſerves to illuſtrate the 
Slory of that omnipotent wiſdome which hath 
placed them in this ſo excellent a ſfubordina 
tion, is moſt viſible without the help of a per. 
ſpective. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw th 
magniticence & regularity of So/omon*s Court, 
ſhe brake out into an admiration of his wil. 
dome: And ſurely a far greater occaſion is mi 
niſtred to all thoſe who contemplate the admi 
rable order of the Univerſe, with all tranſpor 
tation of ſoulto magnify and adore the Divine 
Diſpoſer of it, as we ſee frequently exemplitel 
to us in the ſublime raptures of the holy P/at 
mift,who never better approves his right to ht 
called the ſweet ſinger of 1ſracl,then on this ri 
viſhing theme. 

8, And nowcan it be fancied a priyilecg 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring! 
this great inſtrument ? to dilcompoſe this d 
vine melody, and become the onely unprofit: 
ble uſeleſs part of the creation ? Shall chok 
whom God hath made /:ittle lower then tl 
Angels, ſubdue and debaſe their natures be 
neath the very loweſt rank of creatures? an 
ſhall chis (not humble but) ſordid exinanitivi 
be look'd upon with reverence, courted as 
preferment ? This certainly 1s ſuch an abſur 
dity, as wants nothing to its confutation, 'by 
merely to be conſider'd: And therefore ! 
Gentlemen would but ſoberly refle&, there! 
little doubt but they would refigne at - 
Thi 
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their claim, and their yalue of this ſs defa. 
ming A piece of honour, ſo abaſing an exal. 
th tation, 

9. Wecan let down our thoughts but one 
ſtep lower, and that isinto the bottomeleſs pit, 
and from thence ſure none will deſire to fetch 
a preſident : yet if he did, even that black 
Bregion could not afford it. For though it muſt 

Þ beconfeſled, thoſe accurſed fpirits accord not 
'E with the former inſtances, in reſpe& of the end 
F of their actions, yet they do in the aCtivity it 
ſelf: theirs is a buſie ſtate, though to an ill 
| purpoſe: Satan gocs to and fro in theearth, 

Job 2. 2. and he walks about ſecking whom he 
| may devonre, 1 Pet.5.12.Yea he rw Bak all his 

| faculties roo, makes diligent uſe of all that a- 
cuteneſs and dexterity which either his nature 
þ or experience have furniſhed him with, to- 
*F wards that end he purſues. Sothat it were a 
;| wronging, a calumniating eyen of the very 
| Devil, to charge him with idleneſs : which 
& though it bea ſin which yields him ſuch liberal 


cheriſh it in humane nature, yer he cannot 
offer ſuch violence to his own,as to become an 
example of 1t. 

10. We may hence make a meaſure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which 
| neither Heaven, Earth, nor Hell itſelf will 
| own, but is like an ullegitimate birth, diſ- 
.& claimed by all. How ynreaſonable, nay how 
Infamous will it then be, for thoſe to take up 
$ B 4 _ this 


crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant and 


weld 
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this expoſed brat, to foſter this vice in thei 
boſoms, who have of all others the greatel 
and molt particular obligation to detelt it, 
having received the moſt of thoſe Talent 
which engaged them to ation? And that ſud 
is the Gentleman condition, a {light inſpetiar 
will ſerve to demonſtrate, 


Secrt. I]. 


Of Varieties of Callings. | 


1, Ow ſince the univerſal obligation 
which is incumbent upon all, and 
renders it ſtrict duty to have 
Calling, reſts upon this undenia 

ble ground, that all men have received from Gui 

ſome abilities to attuate, ſome T alents to um 

. prove, it follows by all laws of inference, 

that thoſe who hayereceived the moſt of theſe, 

can of all others the leaſt reaſonadly prerend 
ro an exemption, but mult on the contrary be 
acknowledged under the conſtraint of the 
ſtronger and more numerous ties, the general 
duty which herein lies upon all, extending 
and ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral branches, ac 
cording to the quality and proportion of mens 
Teceits, = 
, 2. Heact 


Varieties of Callings. 


2, Hence it comes to paſs, that mens cal- 
«ly lings andimployments become ſv various, not 
only by the free choices of the ſeyeral men, 
but eyen by the direction and ailignation of 
Godand nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed 
with an ability, which qualifies him tor one 
ſort of calling, another 1s by his diſtinct pro- 
priety markt out tor another. And hence alſo 
tis, that thoſe callings, which are diſtin& 
in ſeyeral perions, may come to be united in 
 oneman, becauſe the ſeyeral abilities, which 
conltiture thoſe Callzngs, concurring in him, 

| the duties mult by unavoidable conſequence 
doſoalſo. This is in ſome degree obferyable 
{in moſt men, who beſides the gexeral powers 

| common to mankind, do receive ſome pecx- 
NF liar 1n order to ſome ſpecial end,and fo are ob» 
ndg liged not onely to thoſe exercifes which be 
8 long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, but 
1F to thoſe alſo for which they are individually 
op qualified. Thus thoſe whom God hath called 
my to Chriſtianity , are by that impowred tor 
thoſe performances which that holy profeſſion 
exacts, and ſo have the calling of Chriltians 
ſuperadded to the other, which either natural 
or civil obligation had laid upon them, ſo 
that the ſame man may have various callings, 
in relation to his differing capacities, un- 
leſs as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls into the 
*| vegetative, the animal,and the rational, which 
ns} in ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid to be only di- 
yers operations of the ſame ſoul; ſo in 
ry cruth 


nt 
IC! 
01 


10 


Tre GENTLEMAN s CALLING. 


M— 
tt. _——_ 


truth what we terme ſeveral callings,be but the 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it felt intg 
the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. 

3. Inced not attempt to eyince the impro- 


priety of the phraſe, *cwill ſerve my end aj 
well that they pals for ſeveral, and the appli.F 


cation I ſhall make of it, 1s to ſhew thoſe who 


are unwilling to hear of any Ca/lng at all, that 


they have obligations indiſpenſable to more 
then one. They have what ever can belong to 


them as Chriſtians , and they have alſo a pecu- 


liar addition appertaining to them as Gerrle.ſ 


mes, that 1s by interpretation, thoſe who are 
diſtinguiſhed trom the vulgar, non only by 
empty names and acry titles, but by real dons 
tives, diſtributed ro them by God, as ſo many 


diſtin& adyantages, fertile and prolifical abili} 


ties, towards the bringing him 1n his expected 
harvyelt of honor and glory. 


zwo former of theſe callings, the duties eyer 


of men, much more of Chriſtians being fo 


farr worne out of practice, that they ſeen 
to be out of memory too : or if they beat al 
reflected on, *tis with the ſame ſcorn that 
the antiquated habits of our torefathers are, 
as things fit only to dreſs a man up an objet 
of laughter and derifion, But this woull 
be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides 1s ſuperſe 
ded by the many pious labours of others. My 

| purpoſe 


pur} 
oth 
and 
are, 

5 


top 


for 
or 
in 1 


| tho 
them as men, they havealſo what belongs tg 


the! 
are, 
tim 
yer 
r101 
Sr 
Ro! 
anc 


| act 


4. Itistoo much to be doubted, many off 
them may need admonition concerning the 


Varieties of Callings. 


rurpoſe therefore is not to treat at'all of them, 
otherwiſe then they ſhall happen ro be linked 


| and interwoven, as in many particulars they 
are, with the third, that of the Gentleman, 


5. And here they need not fear that I mean 


| to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, 


to require them to become either Husbandmen 
or Mechanicks : my whole defignis founded 
in their diltintion from theſe, namely in 
thoſe things, wherein either in kind or degree 


| they excel them. That many ſuch things there 


are, they will need no Monitor at another 


time, when the Queſtion is onely of the Re- 
| yerence and Reſpect due from ſuch their Inte- 
| riors : In ſuch caſes every one can make large 
| Scrolls and Catalogues (writer, like Ezrkiel's 


Roll, within and withont ) of his Aavantares 
and Prerogatives, and firetch them to the ex- 


| aCting the very laſt mite of Tribute they can 
| poſſibly pretend to. Bur let them remember, 


that God 1s as jealous of his Honor, as they 


| can be of their own: and therefore as they 


make thoſe Pre-eminences, in{truments of at- 


tracing Glory from thoſe below them, ſo they 


muit alio of reyerberating and returning it 
home to that divine Power above them, who 
beſtowed them ro that end, and will nor final- 
ly be deluded ; bur if chey will diſappoint his 
primary intention, that of having his Grace 


glorified in their faichſul managery of thoſe 
"Talents, they ſhall not be able ro defeat his 
kkcondary, that of having his Z»ſtice mag- 


nified 
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nified in the fatal doom of ſuch ſlorbfull ſer. 
wants ; if they will envy him the more agree. 
able ſatisfaction of beltowing rewards, they Þ as t: 
cannot defraud him of that (though interior) Þ, le 
of executing vengeance. |. be 


Ky : .Þ& and 


SEtcrT, IL. | us, 
T he Particulars of the Gen-| 


tleman's eA duantages FL nes 
bove others. yr 


I. Ut to dwell no longer on Generals, Þ jt 
I ſhall deſcend to particularizeÞ joy 
thoſe Advantages, by which they gf þ 
are ſeyered and diſcriminated fromF are 
the vulgar, and which conſequently,by being Þ yan 
peculiar to them, devolye on them an obliga-F exp 
tion of a diſtint# Duty. And herel ſhall beF yor 
carefull to prevent diſpute, and therefore take cor 
in none but what are fo obyious, as to be unt-Þ the 
verſally acknowledged , and then having my} the; 
premiſſes granted, I ſhall hope they will noth or | 
betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to re-Þ| yat 
fiſt or diſclaim the Concluſion. 
2, 1 begin with that advaztage which they 
are 


Gentlemens Advantages. 


are earlieſt poſſelt of, that of an ingenuous 


and refined Education ; of which, I hope none 


that hath had it,will ſo far confute the Efficacy, 
as to deſpiſe and underyalue it.W hat the Apo- 


| (Meurges in a higher Argument, Rom. 9. may 
{- be appliable here. Mens minds are naturally of 
| the fame Clay, Education is the Potters hand 
| and wheel that forms them into Veſſels of ho- 
E or or a:/honor, And though experience ſhews 
| us, 1t '$ £09 poſſible for Men to deface thofe 


nobler Impreſlions which they have thus re- 
ceived, yet that makes 1t not ceaſe to be in it 
ſelfa moſt eſtimable Bleſfing, any more then 


| that excellency of Gods Image wherein Man 
 wascreated, could be defaced by his fall. It 


3$ certain, there is no Humane means more ef- 


| fectual towards the refining and ſharpning 


Mens intellects,giving them an edge and quick- 


| neſs : and that the more, becauſe it takes them 
| 1nthat age wherein their faculties are, as their 
| joynts, pltant and tractable, and fo capable 


of being by exerciſe improved into great de- 


| grees, both of {trength and ativity. This Ad- 


vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the 


| expencefulneſs of ſuch a breeding ſets it be. 


yond their reach: The indigence of whoſe 
condition, doth on the contrary determine 


| their purſuits to that only, which may bring 


them in a ſubſiſtence, faſtens them to the Shop 
or Plough, and ſo leaves their mindes unculti- 
vated and unapt for thoſe more excellent pro- 
Cuftions which the happier I»ſtirntion of Gen- 
fy ONT En p themes, 
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tlemen enable them tor ;, as we ſee it oblervel 


by the wile man, ZEcclzs. 38. 25. to the end if 


that Chapter. 


3. A lecond Advantage is that of Wealth 
which to Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it were, 


rained down from the Clouds, both in reſpet 
of the plenty and the ealineſs of its acquiſition, 


Fair Patrtmomes, large Inheritances deſcend} 
on them without one drop of their ſwear, oneÞ 
minutes toyle or folicitude, as if they were the 
undoubted Heirs of the J/raclites Bleilings| 


Succeſlors in their Canzaan,who were to Poſſe; 


Houſes full of all good things which they filled 
at, and Wells digged which they aigged mt | 
lantelf 
0, as it is Dewt.6. 11. The Poet hath placed} 
it in the front of his Inventory, the prime ir} 
Sredient in the completelt telicity of this life, 


Vineyards and Olive-trees Which they 


Res non parta labore [td relifta: whereas on the 
other ſide the lower rank of Men fetch their 


meer neceſſaries out of the Earth, which be-| 
ing,as it were, hardned and petrified by Adam 
ſin, muit be mollifted and ſuppled with thei} 
ſweat, before it will become penetrable, will 
not yield them food, but gives them alſo af ; 


portion of ſorrow wich it. They mult firſt be 
corn with thoſe Thorns and Briars which co- 
ver her ſurface, before they can ferch nouriſh- 
ment out of her Bowels , they muſt buy their 


Bread with their ſweat,as if they had ingroſled} 


the penalty of their firſt Fathers (in, whilelt 
Gentlemen (weat onely by the engagement of 
BN | theit 
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their ſports, or by the direction of the Phy- 
| ſcian, to digelt their fulneſs of Bread, W hich 
F | every one mult confels a ſufficient inequa- 
my lity. 
rep ,* A third is that of Time. This depends 
«} by way of conſequence on the former. For 
Ns God having made ſuch liberal proviſions for 
nd} them, thus prevented them with the Blelings 
my of his Goodnels, they can have no need to 
be} employ their time to gain that, wherewith 
&5þ they already abound ; and ſo being exempted 
/} from that one devouring expence of it, have 
leaf a great {tock to beſtow on other more excel- 
or} lent purpoſes: whereas the poor Man hath 
elf) ſcarce any vacant minute,or ſuch as he can call 
ed his own. They are all foreltalled by thoſe preſs- 
nr ig neceſſities which lie unremoveable upon 
KF him. His day-bours are challenged by his la- 
hf bor, his nights by his reſt : and the ſatisfying 
uy of theſe Claims ſo neceſſary, that his own 
X-F ſupport, perhaps that alſo ofa numerous fa- 
ME mily depends upon it ; and therefore he may 
eP notattempt to defeat them. So that it Time 
villf be co be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubredly 
if tis, here is a ſecond ſort of Poyerty to which 
be is expoſed as a reſult of the former, and 
-0-F another manifeſt inequality berween him ane 
the Gentleman, 
ct 5. A fourth is that of Authority, by which 
ſed} I mean not that which belongs to thoſe which 
are adyanced to Publick Office ; for that being 
of peculiar ro ſome few only, will not bear a 
Z i Cos os þ diſtinct 
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diſtinct part in my preſent conſideration : but 
I underitand by it that more priyate influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that 
are their Dependents. And this alſo may be 
reckoned an effeqtof the former,their Wealth: 


For in proportion to that, the number of Ser.} 
vants, Tenants, and Penſtoners, (yea, perhap| 


of Friends too) 1s to be meaſured. And oye: 


all theſe they have ſomewhat (though not 0 
abſolute deſpotical dominion, yer) of ſwaj| 
and prevalency. On the other {ide, the pootÞ 
Mans authority is bounded within the narroyf 
circuit of his little Cottage, being in effect nof 


other then the propagation of that Powe 


Nature hath given him over his own body, 
to thoſe Branches that ſpring from it, hi 
Children , and to that Cien which is ingraftelÞ 
into it, his Wife. And ithe ſhall but peep ou 
of this lictle Principality, attempt to inlarge ; 


his Territories, and preſcribe to any forreig 


ner,he will ſoon be taught how little his power 
is acknowledged, and conſequently at houf 
great a diſtance he ſtands in this particular ally 


trom the Gentleman. 


6. The fifth is that of Repmtation ani | 


Eſteem , which as the World goes is a ſhadoy 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth, 
and Honor, are the things that render any 
perſon conſiderable amongit Men, prepare 
them with an aptneſs to embrace his Dictate, 
to conſider his Counſels, to tranſcribe hi 
Copies, And though now it often falls ry 
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of changed, and this reyerenced and adored per- 
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be an unjuſt meaſure, yer perhaps it may haye 
no unjuit Original. For 1t ſuch perſons did 


| make uſe of thoſe adyantages they liave, to 
| make their Mindes as rich as their Fortunes, 
'F this were but their due. And theretore if it be 
** paid them upon this ſuppotition, it is they 
| only thar are guilty of the injuitice, by de- 
| fearing the ground of it. Bur by what tenor 
 ſoever chey hold ir, *cis ſure ; it may be made 
* an apt Inſtrument to many good purpoies, and 
| therefore well deſerves to be accounted inco 
| the number of their advancages. But now if 


you look on the poor Man, you ſhall ſee him 


| loaded with Contempts, from which, no in- 


ward Excellencies he poſleſles can reſcue him. 


| Itisthe obſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that 


the poor mans Wiſdome 15 deſpiſed, Eccleſ.g.16. 


| So- hated and ſcorned athing is Poverty, that 
' it feems the Fate of it is intetious, and calts 
| reproach upon the moſt eltimable things that 


cohabite with it. The world is ſo full of in. 


ſtances of this truth, that we need go no higher 
' then our own times. But if we ſhould look 
| back, we may finde one as ancient as Fob,who 
{In his own perſon experimented theie diſtant 


effets of Proſperity and Adyerſiry. While he 
wasin a flouriſhing condition Men gave ear 


t him, and waited and kept ſilence at his coun- 


fel. After bis words, they ſpake not again, and 
bis ſheech dropped on them, Foo 29. 21,22, But 
n the next Chapter we finde the Scene quite 


ſon 
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ſon is become a ſong and a by-Word to the baſrf 
of men. I ſhall readily acknowledge this in} 4. 
jurious treating of the poor to be a great Par} 
bariim.Burt though there can nothing be in-| 
ferred from it as de jere, yet its being ſo 4} ,q, 
fatto, proves all I am about to aflerr, v4, 


— rey | are 
The great uneyennels thar is (in this 1nitance,} 


as well as the former) berween Gentlemen aud} |, 
their Inferiors, 0; 
7. Having given this Schedule of undeni. 


able Priviledges oy enjoy, I ſhall beforel| 
proceed tarther, befeech them here to makea| jj, 
ſtand, and ſoberly ro conſider whether it be} 
imaginable, that God hath pur ſo many excel| 
lent Inſtruments of Action into their hands, 
onely to make them leſs active. That weretg 
accuſe the Divine Wiſdom of ſuch an unsk1lful 
kind of managery, as the ſhalloweſt Humane 
Providence falls not under. Wull any of them 
be at the care and expence to furniſh a Servant 
with all Materials and Ucenſils tor W ork, with 
no other deſign, but that he may ſpend his 
time either in ſleep or riot? 1t they will nor, | 
ſhall ask how they would like a Servant that 
ſhould ſo abſurdly peryert their intentions?} — 
And according to the anſwer they give to that, 
leave them to conclude of their own accepta- 
bleneſs with their great Maſter, who not 
onely in a ſingle inſtance, but in an habitual 
courſe behave themſelyes as prepoſterouſly, | 
cannot ſee how ſuch a refleCtion, if made with] 
any ſeriouſneſs, can mils of being __— 
wil 
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with a ſevere ſelf-condemnation. And then 
that being ſo proper a, baſis and ground-work, 
ſhould me thinks by a kinde, even of natural 
energy, invice them to ſuper{truct on 1t more 
Noble and Chrit:ian purpoſes, that they who 
are ſo apt to expe&t Adoration from others, 
ſo willing to be Idolized, may not yet any 
longer be willing to be indeed J1dols (have 
months and ſpeak, not, &e. Pſal.135. as many 
unaQtive powers, as thoſe haye Organs) bue 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſem- 
blance to that Divine Eſſence, whoſe opera- 


| tions are as Inceſſant fas Excellent, and by an 
| unintermitted Induſtry in employing thoſe 


advantages God hath pur into their hands,an- 
ſwer his deſign in beſtowing them. 


_—_—__ — 


SescrT., IV. 


The Branches of his (alling| 
founded in the firſt eAd- 
vantage, that of Educa-| 


h 
; 


1. rr Preſume it is by this time rendred ſuf-| 
Pie evident, that a Gentleman hath| 

a Calling ;, it is now ſeaſonable to| 
advance, and ſhew what that is. And of) 

this the ground hath already been laid in the! 
laſt Seo by the enumeration of thoſe pecs-| 
liar Advantages he poileſſes , which being 


—_ 


Calling will be the moſt exactly anatomized 
and diſtributed into its parts, by unfolding 


amining what improvements each of them | 
c2pable of, which as ſo many diltin& Limbs 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. 

2. This I ſhall do, not only in the grols 
but ſeyerally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall rake the liberty of doing it with the ad-| 
dition of a double reflexion , the one on the 
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thoſe Talents commitced to his managery, hl 


thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits, and ex} 


contrary prattice, the other on the Meaſn [4 
an g-.4 


| ' Advantageof Education. 


| and ſatisfaRion that will infallibly attend the 


diſcharge of this Duty. 

3. I begin with that of their Edxcatior , 
the former part whereof commonly com-: 
mences as timely as the firſt Exerciſes of their 
Reaſon. It 1s ſo creditable a thing to have 
Children pur into an early nurture, that there 
are few Parents ſo careleſs of their own repu- 
tation, as to neglec ir, but do either by them- 
ſelves, or ſome others to whom they aſlign the 
charge, put them under ſuch a Ds/ciplixe as 
may break their natural rudeneſs & {tubborn- 
nels, mould them into ſome torm of Ci- 
vility, and teach them that firſt Fundamencal 
Leſſon of Obedience, on which ali furure In- 
fiructions muſt he built, And this is an huge 
Advantage, not only towards the ſucceeding 
parts of Education, but towards the regula- 
rity of the whole life. For by having their 
Infant-Paſſions thus checked and bridled, they 
become more tame and goyernable eyer after. 
The next part of Education, 1s Erxdition and 
Inſtruction, and under a Succeſſion of this 


| they are for many years. Scarce any that 
” owns the name of Gentleman, but will com- 


mit his Son to the care of ſome Tutor, eiches 
at home or abroad, who at firſt inſtills choſe 
Rudiments, proper to their renderer years, 
and as Age matures their parts, ſo advances 


| his LeRures, till he have letthem in to thoſe 
het ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
| Mem both Exerciſe and Delight, This is thar 
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did by iad and colitly experience, but by fair 


and fafe intuirions, and may well be looked on | 
as a principal planc in that Paraa;/e, wherein 


God hatl: placed this rank of Men. 


4. Theſe two parts of Education united, | 
qualify a man for many excellent purpoles. | 


It will be 1mpoſhble to enumerate all, becauſe 
a minde thus ſubdued and cultivated, inuſt yer 
owe the opporcunities of many ations to out- 
ward circumitances and occaſions, which be- 
ins various and accidental, can with no cer- 
tainty be brought into the account. Bur ab» 
itracting from thele, there are divers more in- 


trinſtck benefits, which nothing but a Mans | 


lelt can fruſtrate; and thoſe alone I ſhall in- 
fit on, 

5. Firſt,a Man thus Educated, is better pre- 
pared to reſiſt all Errors that may inyade his 
Underſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty is more 


nimble and agile, can ſuddenly furround a| 


Propoſition, and diſcover the infrm: and tee- 


ble parts; and fo 15 not to be impoſed upon} 


by ſuch flight Sophiſms as captivate whole 
herds of the vulgar. This Advantage, it is 
apparent he hath, and it is his duty to make 
uſe of it, to examine cautiou 4 

of an Opinion, before he give up his afſent to 


it, and not to betray his Reaſon, either to}. 


his Sloth, by negleRing to give it a competent 
diſcuflion; or to his Intereſt, by eleRing 
Gn Tenentf 


the ground | 


oy Advantage of Education, 
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* Tenents rather by their proficableneſs then 
* their truch, This certainly is the leaſt that is 
| ſappoſable to berequired of them in this par- 
ticular, and ſure it 1s ſo moderate an injunGi- 
on, as the moſt mutinous humor can have no 
| tempracion to quarrel at, For who could 
| think him a ſevere impoſer, who having fur- 
, | niſhed a man with a light ro dire&thim through 
| ſome dark paſſage, ſhould onely require him 
not to blow ir out ? 

.| 6. Andashe hath this Adyantage in reipet 
- | ofhis Underſtanding, fo hath hein the fecond 
place, in relation to his Wil/: which though 
| tbe a free faculty, and conſequently cannor 
be forcibly determined to any thing, yer it 1s 
| capable of perſwaſions and inducements, and 
is uſually bended and inclined by them. it muſt 
| therefore be a fair ſtep towards the rectitylng 
of the Will, when the intelle& is {ſtored with 
Arguments and Incentives to goodneſs. And 
this Learning muſt be ſuppoſed to provide for, 
| unleſs we will exclude out of the Scheme, both 
Morality and Divinity , for each of thoſe will 
| yield variety of ſuch Arguments. Aforality 
will preſent Virtue as pertetly amiable inic 
ſelf, and fo fit to be embraced for its own ſake : 
and not only ſo, bur alſo as highly profitable 
and advantageous to us, as being that which 
ves the ſublimeſt perfection ro our Natures, 
. the ſweeteſt reſt & tranquillity to our Minds , 
and in a ward, a tull ſatisfaction to all our Ra- 
tional Apprtites, Divmity confirms all this, 
3 159 C 4 and 
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and ſuperadds what infinitely tranſcends i,he 


aſſurance of choſe eternal & glorious rewards 
in another world. And theſe ſurely are ſuch 
tempting a/leftives, as are very proper tO at- 
trat che Willto chuſe what appears thus ex. 


cellent, thus deſirable, provided they be juſtly | 
repreſented ro it. And the doing that, the | 


preſlit:g theſe motives home upon the W424, 
and that in refutation of all the contrary de 
ceiveable pretenſions of vice, is the firſt part of 
their obligation. But then there is alſo a ſe 
cond, and that is, that they permit themſelyes 
to be perſwaded by ſuch efficacious argumenty, 
and actually conform their wills to theſe di- 


Cates oftheir underſtanding, that is, that they | 
really and effectively be ſuch men, as their edu- | 
cation directs and requires them to be : Which | 


being the work of their W/1s, *twill be abſurd 
to plead impoſlibiliry or infirmity, fince *cis 
manifeſt they may if they will ; which is ſuch a 
degree of liberty, as ſerves in all other inſtan- 
ces to denominatea man a free agent, and ſuch 
as all puniſkments and rewards both divine 
and humane are founded on. 

7. A third adyantage is in relation to his 
Aﬀettions, which being the inferior and more 
bruſh part of the man, are yet ſo impetuous 


and aſſuming, rhat they are very apt to uſurp | 


the dominion over the nobler faculties, and 
where they gain it, the event is anſwerabſ 
to what we ſee in States where the common 
people have wrelted rhe Scepter, all is pur into 
C0ns 
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| meerly humane 1s more conducing then Eax- 
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confuſion. Now that which may prevent theſe 
civil broils 1n the ſoul, and ſecure the govern= 
ment to the proper Soveraign, may well be 
reputed an adyantage. And to this, nothing 


cation, For firlt, 'thar early diſcipline which 
wepreſumed, one part of it purs a bridle in the 
mouths of theſe head-{trong paiſlions, which by 
many repeated aCQts of rettraint at laſt forget 
their native terity, and become more calm and 
tractable. But then Erudition compleats this 
conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and by a 


| dextrous managery not only reltrains, but 


guids him, and makes him ſerve to many uſe- 
tull purpoſes, renders theſe muticous Rebels 
not only captivated ſlayes, but good Subjects, 
obedient to the laws of Reaſon. All this Edu- 
cation is of 1t ſelf aptly diſpoſed to do, if men 


| will not take the Beaſts part againſt ir, encou- 
| rage him tor plunge, till he haye thrown the 


Rider. And all that is 1n this particular requi- 
red of them, is but to hold falt thoſe reins that 
are thus put into their hands, to keep their 
Aﬀe&ions in ſuch a juſt ſubjeion, that they 
may receive,not give laws. Thus we fee the in- 
fluence which Education hath on all the eſſen- 
tial parts ofa mans mind. And were it kere ſo 
immured and cloſed up, that it could make no 
allies at all thence, did the ſoul, like Gedeor's 
fleece, ingroſs all this precious dew , yet whilſt 
that received ſuch liberal infuſions, it would 
Krefragably evince this to be no mean incon- 
FN ET ” 5. cx, 


— 


products and emanations of a mind thus regu. 


lated will own their original, bear the Image} 


of their parent. 


8. And firſt his Behavioxr will be affable| 
and ciy1l,not infolent and imperious;as one tha 


knows Humanity and Gentleneſs 1s a com. 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 


think fit to contract or dam up his civility into 
{0 narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwell into} 
complement, and mean flattery towards thoſe 


above, and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on 
thoſe beneath him , but diſperſe its ſtreams o, 


that all channels may be filled with it. *Ti} 


true, the depth of ſome will require a greater 


proportion to that filling, then others, and} 
there *tis not to be doubted but he may be| 


more liberal; only in the mean time the ſha 
lower are notto remain dry. Letthe inequality 
be ſuch as proceeds only from the capacities of 
the Subjects, not from the parrtiality of the 
in this matter, 

9. Secondly, his Words will be temperate 
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ſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoſlibk| 
it ſhould be ſo confin'd , for if it be permitted 
to make theſe impreſſions within, as heatinf 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelt to the cir-Þ 
cumference, ſo certainly will it extend and} 
manitelt it ſelf in the more viſible effects,all thel 


Agent, and he preyaricates no part of his duty} 


and decent, the produ& of judgment, not of 
rage, For he that bath calmed his paſlions 
hath nothing to becray him to raſh, angry, of 
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[rude language: this is a foam which is caſt up 
only by the the billows of aturbulent tempeſtu- 
'ous mind,and can neyer bethe iſſues of a ſerene 


-| compoſed temper, To this it is but proportio- 


' nable, that they be alſo weighty and material. 
" A wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of S:rach, are 


-þ weighed in the ballance : and therefore he that 


| hath improved his Edueation to that pitch 
| of proficiency, will ſurely look his diſcourſe 
| beſuch, as may anſwer that charaRer, which 
* mult ar the leait ſuppoſe it to have ſomeching 
of ſolidity, no man ever attempting to pur 
froth and bubbles into the ſcales. And not 
| only fo, but it mult alfo prefume it to bave 
| lomething of uſe and value: for, who ever 
| takes pains to weigh what for its uſeleſneis and 
meanneſs he intends to caſt out as refuſe? And 
both theſe qualitications are very effential 
| parts of a Gentlemans diakedt, the one oppoſed 
 tolight and fooliſh, the other to unſeaſonable 
diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing of 
weight (unleſs it be that of a burden tothe 
bearers) fo the other can haye nothing of ule, 
nor conſequently of worth, chat being 
meaſured by the aptneſs of it to the perſons 
 towhom ir 18 addreſſed. Itſhould be the en- 
| Geayor of thoſe whom God hath endued with 
knowledge, to convey as much of benetic and 
loſtrution to others as they can: in order 
 whereunto *ris neceſſary they adapt cheir 


ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe they treat 
yith, otherwiſe lx chem diſcourſe never 
ela- 


to be. 


— 


edify, and appear to affect more to boaſt, ther 
communicate their knowledge. 

10. Laitly,his Employments will be worthy 
and ingenuous. A Man that hath this izWar 
Nobility of Mind ſuperadded to that of hi 
Birth, will abhor to buſie himſelf viciouſly or 
umpertinently , he hath thoſe qualifcations, 


which render him uſeful, and he mult giv} 
himſelf thoſe Exerciſes, whereby he may beÞ- 
come the moſt eminently ſo. If by juſt authe| 
rity he be aſſigned to any publick charge, heiþ d 
to embraceit cheerfully ; nor as a prize eithe| 


to Ambition or Covetouſneſs, bur as an op. 


portunity of Virtue; a ſphere wherein te| 


may move the moſt yigorouſly in the ſervice 
of God, and his Country, But this hapnigg 
bur to few, it is neceſſary he haye ſome other 
reſerye ofation. And ſuch ſurely, he that ur 


duſtriouſly deſignes it, cannot want : whereu| j 


though perhaps his influence will not be{ 
general as in that, yet it may fall yery auſpic 
ouſly on many, And when all thoſe occaſion 
are exhauſted too, when all dire& operations 
are at a ſtand, he may yet betake him to the 


reflex'd, imploy his aRtivity upon himſell] 
which will always remain a proper obje off 
his Induſtry, he being, though a rich, yer fil 


ſuch an improyeable ſoyl, as will incourag 


and reward bis Husbandry, though never 


often repeated, And now I ſhall preſumeit 
Apparcat, That Education is a molt eſtimabl 
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* Treaſure, a precious Afine that contains ſo 
| many rich veins. O, why ſhould any that 
poſſeſs it, ſuffer themſelyes to be poor, meerly 
| for want of diligence in digging out the 
| ore! 
'* 11, And would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, ſuch as none were concerned 
| in, But they that look on the Manners of 
' many that have had this happy Inſticution, 
-will finde too great cauſe to wonder and 
| wail, that ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhould pro- 
| duce ſo ſlender, nay, ſo degeneratea Crop : 
| Asif Fobs curſe were here exemplified, 7ob 31. 
40. Thiſtles to grow in ftead of Wheat, and 
' Cockle in ſtead of Barly. Plutarch tells us 
ofa vorce frozen in the miaſt of a River, that 
| became 4axdible by the thaw, and applies it to 
Moral Preceptstaught in youth, but actuated 
by age. The Simile ſpeaks him to have lived 
' 1nbetter times : for in theſe,the voice diflolyes 
| with the Ice, leaves not ſo much as an Eccho 
behind it. Men now make itthe buſineſs of their 
riper years, to unravel not the follies, but the 
ſearning of their youth : no ſooner are they 
#t from under the Diſcipline of others, but 
| the firſt a of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe 
| Notions which have beer. inſtilled into them, 
Ard here they are ſuch ſevere Lifors, thar the 
mildeſt infliction is to gag and bind chem, dee 
 prive them both of voice and moiton. Nor 
are they ordinarily facisfied with chis, bur asif 
they feared they would, like impacienc Cap- 
| tives, 


— 


——_—__ 
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tives, watch ſome advantage to break look 
again, their final doom is Oftraciſme, they ani 
their Linage ; all iober Counſels deriyed fronf 
them are utterly expulit, 1o totally raſed ouf 
of their minds, thatnot the leaſt toorſtepsF 
them remain. And all this under the named 
Peadantry, a title, which it 1s probable thei 


great ayerſnes to their Teachers, ſuggeſtsuf Þ 


them, as the molt pathetick reproach, as 1 
| they meant now to be reyenged on Learniny 
and Tutor together, for attempring to mak 
them wiſe againſt their wills. 

12. And now when the Root 1s thus ſtock 
up, there 1s little expectation of Fruit. An| 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fors 
mentioned effects of Education, will be mor 
diſappointed, then Chriſt ſeemed ro be by th 
Fig-tree, That, though fraitleſs, yer affordel 
leaves : but here we are not to hope for | 
much, no ſign that eyer there was ſucha plant 
in the ſoyl. Let us briefly review thoſe eye. 
rals, and fee what of them is ordinarily to be 
met with. 

13. And firſt for the reſiſting of Errors,m 
uſually finde Gentlemen, no Heroes in thy 
point : their Vuderſtandings are as pliant, 4 


ſeducible, as thoſe who never had their meas| 
of fortifying them. And if they do indeed ref 


_ jeRtErrors, it is commonly by the fame En 
gine, wherewith they caſt off Truth, viz. thelt 


inconſideration of both, as not being able t0 diſt 


endure fo much ſeriauſnels and intention of 


minde, | 


_ 
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F minde, as may ſeryeto enter them of any opi- 
' nion. They have tranſplanted their diſcerning 
| faculry from their Intelle to their Senſes,and 
{+ find it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant imployment, 
' that it can never be at leiſure to reyert to 
 Scholaſtick diſquifitions. They can diſcern ex« 
+ atly the moſt minute error in their garment, 
bold their Artificer moſt r:gidly to the Laws 
of the ode, are molt exquitite Judges in all 
that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can the 
ever think fit to trouble their heads(whoſelea(t 
Lock mult not tor a world be diſturbed) with 
abſtruſer ſpeculations, who haye found out ſo 
| much a more ealte exerciſe of their faculties ? 
If any ſhall chink this character partakes of 
the Satyre, I ſhall beſeech him to compare ic 
with the true tate of our young Ga/lavts 1n this 
point, and then upon the ſame account that 
cold and ſcanty praiſes go for detraction, 1 
| ſhall expe this very imperfect and partial ac- 
cuſation may paſs for a Panegyrick. 

14. Next for the regulation of their Wills, 
thatadyantage depends ſo much on the former, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacus 
ates that, muit neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to doe 
the ſame for this alſo. It is not imaginable that 
te who hath defaced all his principles,whether 
moral or divine, or at leaſt neyer reyolyes or 
cn{iders them, ſhou{d receive any influencs 
from them, ſince they operace not but by a 
ditin& application, And here ſhould 1 ask 
tary Genelemen, when they cver jo much ns 
enfants 
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attempted any thing of this ſort, I fear they 
would be forced to quarrel at the inciyility of 
the queſtion, to evade the neceſlity of anſwer. 
ing it. But God: knows their actions ſpeak 
to00 loud, that their buſineſs is to obey, not 
preſcribe, to fulfill not regulate their wslls, 
Nay indeed *cis too frequent, that inſtead of 
conforming their wills to their principles, they 
model and transforme their principles to ther 
wills, herein verifying Ar:ſtorles obſervation, 
. that Pleaſures are corruptive of Principles, 
And ſo by this one arc of inverſion, the facet 
things is quite changed ; Virtue which their 
books repreſented to them as lovely and ho- 
norable, is now thought to have gained that 
luſtre only by the Alattery and varniſh of the 
painters, and ſo is decried as the moſt unamiz- 
ble,deſpicable creature : and on the other ſide, 
all the contrary vicesare taken from under that 
black veile, Philoſophers or Divines have put 
upon them,and are turbiſhed and crimm'd up, 
ſet ro open view, as the moir ſplendid,glorious 
things, the moſt adorning accompliſhments a 
a Gentleman. 

15. And to ſecure this tranſmutation, evel 
. God himtielf mult haye his part in it, be cot 
cluded to have bin all this while miſrepreſen- 
 tedinthoſe characters of Parity and  ujtice, 


his word has made of him, and to have laid nof 
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ſuch ſevere reiiraints upon men, as thar tell 
us of. That Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denia, 
Atorrification, &c. Were but, the creations 
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| ſome melancholy Reclnſes, who would the 
enyiouſly impoſe thoſe bands upon” othets, 
wherewith they had fooliſhly ferrer'd them- 
ſelyes, that God is more indulgent to Mens ap- 
petires, which they may fatiate here, -ag they 
pleaſe, wirhout thoſe tature dangers Preach« 
ers fripht chem with ? That this 1s the new 
| Gentile Divinity, we need not appeal to Mens 
lives, their words openly proclaiming it, not 
withour much ſcorn and contempt ' of their 
aſe ſimpliciry, who govern themſelves by 
| the other. Yet asif this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiery, as if they were conſcious 
ofthar abfurdiry, which indeed rhere is in de+ 
fining God an abettor and favourer of vice, 
many have advanced a ſtep higher taking a 
| more compendious courſe, and fince they can« 
[not brins God over to their party, make him 
ſuch as will ſerve their turn, will untnake him, 
by becoming far Atheiſts, Of this there are 
t00 r00 many inſtances, and *tis ro be feared 
will be many more, whilſt to all other ſenſual 
aluremenrs chat opinion makes to its Profe- 
gy is added, rhat it is become a greadrrable 
thhg, the badge and ſignature of a modern 
Wit, thus to be one of Dav3ds fools, in ſaying 
there is nd God. 

16. Inthenext place, fet us deſcend to the 
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Mettions, and ſee whar effeRts of their edu- 
ation 1s diſcernible there, And truly that 
ns to be no other, rhen whart is obſeryable 
adam, putto incercept the courſe of fome 

PRESS ERS 


m4 


— 


| ECOL 


34 Trrz GENTLEMAN's CALLING, 
rapid {tream, which ſo ſoon as it 1s either re. 
moved or born down, the torrent guſhg 
| with fo much the greater violence, for having 
| had that oppoſition: ſo here, when the re. 
| {traints, which bridled their minority, are tx 4 
ken off, their paſſions ſwell to a higher degree, - 
of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to be boyes and men yu th 
together, the man is diſmounted, looſes the, 11" 
reins, and is dragg'd whither the fury of thep, .. 
beaſt directs. A fad change, yet daily toof, --.; 
viſible in many : foralas what is more co 
then to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominionſ.x;. 
oftheſe brutiſh appetites? ſometimes rranſpor-ſy,. . 
ted by a Rage to the Pomen Undecencies, nay}, c. 
Dangers, ſometimes hurried by a Lyſt like theſh, 
poſſe#t perſon Mark 9. 22. through fire ani} 
water, the molt deſperatedeſtructive attempts, 
and haye nothing but rottenneſs and diſcak, 
asthe final prize of all thoſe difficult adven-þ,; 
tures ; ſometimes drowned in {winiſh Iztemprhþ 
rance ; and ſometimes again intombed in the 
Earth, buried as it were alive by fordid cove-fy,. 
touſneſs, as if they meant.to tranſcribe though 
not the innocence, yet the ſufferings of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, in being torn in piece], ;: 
by wild Beaſts. Oh, that they might once be 
brought to relinquiſh this abſurd fortitude,ſp,..: 


| 
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1n the 


thar thoſe who laugh at the precept of rurninghyy .1 
the other cheek, Mat. 5. 39. would not here... to 
infinitly over-aCt it; and give up themſelves 


to be buffered, yea ſlaughter'd by theſe theith, 
cruelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Platonick love, 
0 
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*Fof Martyrdom, as to chuſe only this, whereto 
Fthere is no Crown annexed, but what is worn 
flinche Kingdome of darkneſs. 
'| 17. And now ſince we are thus to ſeek of 
"Fthele inward effets, we can with no reaſon 
"F hope for any of thoſe 6#tward, which are the 
!Frelults and conſequences of theſe. And then 
FF'vill be no wonder to obſerve Gentlemen be- 
FFhavethemſelyes diſdainfully and imperiouſly, 
"Fxifthey could not ſet a juſt value on them- 
JFfelves, without the unjult contempt of others. 
"F'Tistrue indeed; this is commonly a Wind that 
"Eblows but one way, down the hill, only upon 
!thoſebelow them, upwards they breathe gent- 
F r gales ; it being one of their moſt ſtudied fa- 
culties, to perform all a&s of the molt ſuper- 
p weating Civility to thoſe aboye them. But 
*Þohen char Civility is chroughly ſcanned, it 
*hwill prove a greater injury then the contrary 
"Rudeneſs; *tis made up of ſuch hollow pro- 
Peſlions, ſuch groſs flatreries,as are much worſe 
"Phen reproaches,nay ſeldome failto be aQtually 
; Konded with them ; there roar, nothing 
"Þnore uſual, then to revile and deride thoſe ar 
b diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
dadore, And theſe now become fuch eſ- 
tal indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, 
opur the want of cither inevitably berrayes a 
pato the title of a filly Ruſtick ; Flatteries 
{9 Deſpilings being the two contrary ele- 
ents, whereof he whom they call a Fing 
fp lean, isto be compounded. bs 
WS... WS 28. Thip 
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. This gives an account alſo of ſome panp 
of Te. boo". 4 which thus far anſwers litthf wk 
ro thoſe requiſite qualitications, Weight and \"5y 
Ofefulneſs, there being nothing more triyid very 
or uſeleſs, then theſe two parts of converſati. beds 
on, and*twere well it no worſe epithets be froy 
longed ro them. But if we look allo into the AR 
reſt, they will ordinarily appear to carry pro- 
portion with theſe : *Tis every mans obleryay 
tion, that »o ſpring will riſe higher then i, ©"w 

ft head; and then words being bur the iſſue} pare 
of the Mind, where thac wants the ballaſt i pe 
ſoberand vertuous Notions, *cis no wonder if ditto 
cthediſcourſe be light and aery, *Twere eali gh 
co exemplifie in the ſeveral forts of It adapted "rw 
to the feyeral humours of men ;, bur 'ris allo ho Witt 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by br af 
tranſcribing the impertinence roo. But what a 
ſuch frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the mo 1 2m 
ſerious may become by accident : And thus fo 
we ſeeitthe infirmity of ſome, who 10 far re x 
rain their Education, as to have their minds ofthe 
berter repleniſhed, to vent their plenty ſo ut th 
leaſonably or affetedly, that ir produces (like 
thing of benefic to the hearers, bur rebound}. if 
injuriouſly with the aſperſion of vanity upot ble p 
themſelves. ; | l h this fo 

I9. Bur fuch is the miſery ofthis Age, t oem! 
it were a fair compoſition, if Gent/emes coulk that ic 
be perſwaded to reduce cheir Diſcoxrſe onlj}, Wn 
c68 privative ſort of [{neſs , *twere _—_— Li fr 
tolerable, ifas on the one fide they rd vob 
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| miniſter grace, Eph. 4.29. fo on the other they 

did not breathe infection on the hearers. But 
if alas ! what are all thoſe protane ſcoffings at 
Piety, ſo frequent among thei, but as ſo many 
blalis and maleyolent vapours to nip and de- 
ſiroy the practice of it? and ſo we fee it too 
' commonly does among thoſe whoſe greener 
| reſolutions ſer them not above their malignant 
.þ influence. How does their immodeſt and ob- 
'Þ ſcene talk diſperſe and ſcatter their own im- 
{pure fires, to the inflaming of orhers? and 
i Kilſt they inſcribe upon theſe Poyſons thein- 
? Vs names of Ingenuity and Eſprit , they 
0 not only tempt men greedily to unbibe 
Ithem, but even defame and proſtitute that 
rf Wit they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs 
'Þ for all ſavage rudeneſs to range in, and make 
045 many Candidates tor that reputation, as 
there are impious & beſtial men in the world. 
-«þ And to this fort of Wir they have found out a 
1,þ ery proportionable Rhetorick, I mean that 
oftheir Oaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, 
which ſo overſpreads their language, thar 
(like a profuſe Embroidery that eyen quite 
lides the Stuffe ) it becomes the moſt remark- 

able part of ir. *Tis not a little ſtrange ho 

this fouleſt deformity hath gotten to pals for 
{embelliſhment and ornament of Stile , bur 
q that it doth ſo, is very viſible not only from 
bu the no pretence of other temptation to it, but 
lo from that affected and ſtudied yariery ob- 
if Kyable among them, as if they had the ſame 
: -D. 3 con= 
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concernment for their Diſcourle, which tþ 
have for themſelyes, viz. that it may ev rh. 
Year appear in ſome new piece of Dreſs, hay , 
ſome Oaths freſh minted to ſer it off, 

\ 20, To all theſe we may adde their ya 
Beaſtings and Aſſamings, which are often}; c_. 
deplorably ridiculous, that *cis doubtful wh 4 


ther more of pity or contempt belongs to then nels : 
Thus oftentimes, he that has but croſt the & = 
to fetch a Feather and fa»taſtich Mean, bry _- 
more of his Travels, then if he had paſs'dt "AT 
Line, and felt the ſcorchings of the Tom 5 W. 


Zone, Anduponthe ſ{trensch of this he tak 
authority to impoſe on others the moſt abh 
and incredible Relations, yer ſtill impoſs 
more perniciouſly on himſelf, 5. e. a beliefth 
he appears very illuſtrious and glorious in 
this, and on that confidence the ſmiles whi defi: 
his auditors mean in ſcorn, ſhall be raka,.* 
applauſe of him, and ſo encourage thoſe foll 
they deride. tie 5. 
21, Indeed where this yain humour dwel rea 

i will betray it {elf in innumerable jindecendt 4 
of ſpeech ; but never does it give it ſelf a ful Wade 
or worſe character, then when it lers look l 
ganger and rage, one of the moſt genuine 
fruicful branches of this bitter root. Andtl 
we frequently ſee overflow in all the inyendl Apoſt 
ed reproachtul language imaginable, ſuch 
one would wonder ſhould fall trom the mou 
ot any, whoſe education had nor been whi 
þarbarous ; an inverted kind of Foo 
waert 
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whereto ſome who have been taught the rules 
of better Rhecorick, have a great fluencie. 

22. If now we ſhould proceed to take a 
| view of their mployments, there 1s little doubt 
F but that Tekel, Dax. 5. 27. might be a proper 
;F inſcription on them, yea a m1id one to0,Light- 
' neſs and Vanity being many times the moſt 
"F innocent ingredient in them, And this is but 
J a natural interence from the former : for ſince 
J the Principle of Actions as well as Words is 
mchin, 1t will certainly operate alike in both ; 
3 Water ſent from one fountain through ſeye- 
A apipes, is the ſame, and hath equal yertues 
Jorfauirs in each. It were too eaſie to giye as 
*Yparcicular an account of theſe as the former, 
Ybut foreſeeing an occaſion to do that inan- 
"Fother place, I ſhall transfer it thither, as not 
"Fiefiring to iterate the importunity on ſo un- 
TYerateful a ſubject. 

"F 23. And nowhethat ſhall conſider, that all 

{this is the but partial Image and repreſentation 
"Jofthoſe, who have had that Education we ſo 
" much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask 

Findas's queſtion, Ad quid perditio bec ? 
Why was all this waFte of Diſcipline and Lite- 
ature? To what purpoſe was ſo coſtly a fount 
Qation laid, when the ſuperſtructure is in the 
"+ JApoltles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3. 12, nothing but hay 
5 Jod tubble ? And Idoubt many defeated Pa- 
b tents have cauſe to make this complaint : but 
iN fear alſo divers of them may with juſtice 
«ecule thernſelves as Acceſſories to their own 
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diſappointments, who by an oyerhatity deſire 
of feeing their Sons men, do at once anticipat 
and fruitrate their hopes, evacuate the benekr 
of many years Education, by taking them ta 
foon from under its benigne influence. Whig 
though it uſually ſpring trom immoderacte is 
dulgence, 1s yet really the greatelt ſeyerith, 
for what can be more ſo, then to tie themt 
all the labour and toil of the Seeds time, fore 
their Childhood to that ſtudy and intentig 
of which that giddy age is molt impatient, and 
then fnatch them away at the Harvs/# ; ſuf 
them to converſe no more with Learni 

when once they grow capable of recelving 
either delight or profit by it ? Thus of late 
hath been the method of Breeding, to pol 
them with an inconyenient ſpeed from on 
ſtage to another, many times bringing hen 
too ſoon to the Univerſity, but much otine 
taking them too early from it, before they hay: 
near gained what they came thither co turuiſ 
themſelves with. And from thence the nex 
ſtep 1s over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes awal 
thofe Notions, which lie crude in their brain 
dur have wanted maturity of years to dige 
yato their manners. Indeed *tis not imaginad 
low they ſhould retain them, they being 4 
their coming abroad ſolemnly pur in a duet 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they far 
merly learnt, their whole time beings then 
order to. be taken up in other unſpeculatis 


excrcues, wherein if they do happen to aital 
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t0 ſome eminencie, yet *tis ſure bur a dry ex- 
ar change for what they quit for ic. But then ''cis 
chef not one 1n twenty, that arrives to that, the 
oof negligence of Governours,or their own head. 
hp nels, when they find the rein thus ſlackned, 
rf often makes their progreſs lictle in any thing 
ef they are appointed to; but inſtead of thar, 
they run a tull carere in all debauchr pleaſures, 
advance there in an inſtant to the higheit pro- 
ficiencie. I fay not this to decry Travelling in 
general, but only the unſeaſonable time Gat 
scho!en for it. He that would really improve 
his Son by that means, ſhould fend him at ſuch 
amature age, when by the help ot his fore. 
i# going education his Judgement 1s ſetled, and 
olf qualified to make uſeful obſeryations, his 
oh manners well weighed and fixed, that ſohe 
nf may be capable of all rhe good, Forreignclimes 
neÞ can afford, and ſecured from the infection of 
af the1.l; like a Loadſtone, atrrat things of 
int weight only, and nor, like Jer, draw nothing 
ev but chaff and ſtraws. Bur I conteſs this a di- 
ap greſtion, and therefore return to thoſe who 
of have thus embezled this precious Advantage, 
f (and who have too much of their own wills 
bf in ic, to beable to transfer the guilt upon any 
4 error of their Parents ) beſeeching them fert- 
ery oully ro lay ro heart this their ſo ruinous ill 
husbandry, and to let at laſt ſome better fruits 
bf ef that ſeed appear, not to ſuffer a Piece of 
Wh Plete, left to the School or Colledge,to be the 
al only Teſtimonials thay ever they were _ 
an 
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and fobring thoſe Societies under the reproach 
of extortion, or fraud, of profefling learning, 
but imparting none, of haying taken ſome 
thing from them without giving chem any ya. 
luable conſideration, making them any pre 
portionable returns. But that they would 
at laſtrake up this Talent thus long buriedin 
the napkin, and yet fall a trading with i. 
And though the time they have loit ſhould 
render them deſperate of the reward of the 
T en Cities, *tis yet motive enough to indultry, 
to reſcue themſelves from the ſentence of the 
Slothful ſervant. And yet that will not beal, 
for there beins no middle ſtate betweenre 
ward and puniſhment, he that delivers him- 
ſelf from the one, puts himſelf likewiſe intos 
certain capacity of the other. Bur beſides all 
he is ro expect hereafter, he is ſure at the time 
of a very fair Antepalt of pleaſure here, which 
he will immediately reap from it, as the firl 
fruits ofthe future rich haryeſt, which though 
the Law commanded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch 
is the indulgence of the Goſpel, that it exa& 
nothing, but that men would themſelves enjoy 
them. 

24. For ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 
God, that he is generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral concernments, for knowing the impatr 
ence of our nature, that we loye not to de- 
pend wholly upon reverſions, he hath bin plex 
fed to put ſomewhat of preſent gut and reliſh 
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upon every part of duty. This might be evi- 
denced diitin&tly through the whole Codex of 
Chriſtian Precepts, his Toke z an eafie, nay 


gracious Toke , his burden a light burden, Mat. 


11.28. Andirom this general ground, 1 may 
have warrant ſufficient to affirm the like of 
this particular Iam now upon. Butit may be 
yet more clearly evinced, by reflecting on the 
ſeveral improvements of this Talent, which 
have bin mention'd, as the Dxty of all thoſe 
that poſſels it. 

25. Andfirſt, for that ofan acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, I need appeal no fur- 
ther then to common Vote, io haverhat pro- 
nounced a very defirable thing, ir being hard 
r0 pick out a man of ſuch an ayowed bruta- 
lity, that will own the deſpiting it. Even thoſe 
who will be at no pains to acquire, will yet 
profeſs toeſteem it. And we may believe them 
nearneſt,it from no other argument, yet from 
this,that every man affects the reputation of 
being W iſe, is pleaſed when he ſucceeds in that 
aim, and on the contrary is not more troubled 
and diſcomfited at any thing, then to be taxed 
of Ignorance or Error, Ifany ſhall deny this, 
Iſhall ſuſpend his contutation, till ſome body 
reproach him with folly, and then from the 
diſpleafyre he finds in himſelf, leave him to 
conclude his own yalue of Wiſdome, And in- 
deed why do good men look upon a fool with 
ſo much pity, andill men with fo much ſcorn, 


it knowledge be not both a Felicity and a Cre- 


dit? 


Ms ——_— 


—— 


' 44 Taz GeNnTLEMANS CALLING. | 


dit? Nor is this the ſentence only of the vulgar 
who uſyally admire thoſe things molt, tron 
which they ſtand at the greacelt diſtance, by 
eſpecially of the more diſcerning fort of men, 
who trom every taſte they have had ofit, haye 
had their appetites ſo raiſed, that they hay: 
inſatiably chirited after the fuller draughts.This 
made ſo many of che old Philoſophers renounce 


the injoyment of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that 
offered themſelyes,to go in quelt after this one 
tranſcendent delight, and Soloz0n to prefer 
this in his election betore Riches and Honour, 
the two principal parts of worldly ſplendor, 
to the rectitude of which choice God himfeli 
bears Teitimony, And now if this be in it 
ſelf ſo valuable, ſo raviſhing a thing, ſhall 
its being here connected with duty, prove ſuch 
anallay, asto deprive it of all the guſt ? Cer. 
tainly it it do, it muſt argue the palate very 
perverſe and diſtemper'd : for to all other,that 
one con{ideration would give a reliſh and fla- 
your to the dryeſt, the moſt unpleaſant under- 
taking. The conſcience that ] am now imploy- 
ed as I ought is ſuch a refreſhment as is able 
to ſweeten the ſeverelt labour, yea the greatel} 
ſuffering. Shame 1sa thing to which humane 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the 


Apoltles made it matter of joy, when it befel 
them for Chriſts ſake, Acts 5.41. And hal 
this bleſſed Copy of theirs be transformed in 
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{0 much Chriſtian patience, as to bear the JA 
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ſlighteſt reproach for him, have yet ſo mach 
achriftian ftupiclity, as to endure the greateſt 
in oppoſition to him? Chuſe rather to be ig- 
norant, when *cis both their fin and ſhame, 
then wife, when *cis their duty and reward ? 
Inyert St, Parts choice, and be tools againſt 
Chriſt, as he owns to be for him: ? If there be 
any ſuch Aztipodes inour clime, their unhap- 
pinels will yer ſerye to ulluſtrate what they re- 
fuſe to partake of, viz. the felicitie of having 
performed this part of duty in the improve» 
ment of the underſtanding, 

26, In the next place the reg»laritie of the 
Wilts extreamly both amiable and proktable. 
for that being an uncontroulable facultie, 
'fitbe wrong fer, what torrents of miſchief 
and confuſion does it let in? If inall its con- 
ceptions 1t permit the ſenſual appetite to lay, 
like Faceb, its piled rods before it, all its births 
mill be r:ng-ſtraked, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The 
ninouſnels of a perverſe will is ſo generally 


_ punderſtood,that there is hothing renders a man 
[tvenin common account more miſerable and 


deplored. He whoſe W ill runs counter to his 
Reaſon, every man 1s Aftreloger enough to 
read his deFtiny, and prefage his deſiruct on, 
And by the undecent and pernicious effects of 
adifordered, we may make an eſtimate of the 
daauty and adyantage of a rectified Will. The 
ſormer, like a vitious improvident Goyernor, 
expoſes his Territories to a deluge,firſt of luxy- 
ry,and then of xuine : but this lattet like a ver 

; cuous 
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tuousand prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his Subje&ts. In 
deed it is this alone, that really and effeQiyely 
Sives us the preeminence above bealts.\ They 
have choices as well as we, and they haye 
affetions, but wanting the higher principk 
of reaſon, their choices are neceſlarily deter. 
mined by their affetions. Now if we who hay 
both, are guided only by the latter, wherein 
does our itate differ from theirs, ſave only 
that our liberty makes us guilty, whereas their 
neceſlity leaves them innocent ? I preſume 
I need fay no more, to evince the happineſs of 
a well ordered W1ll, ſince none can contelt it, 
but he mult racitly confeſs himſelf weary of 
his humane nature, and emulous, not of a 
Sreater digniry, but of a degradation to that 
of the Brutes. 

27. Andas much may be faid concerning 
the Aﬀe#ions, which if they be not curbed 


and held in by the underſtanding, will have. 


as free and uncontrolled a ſway in men, as 


they haye in meer animals, but with work}. 


effets, by how much we have more objets 
eo incite them, more in{truments to actuate 
them then theſe have. If any man can be 


tempted to think this no unpleaſant condi- | 


tion, let him yer further conſider, that this 
metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tranf- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein ic was ſuppo- 
ſed to aſſume the nature, and conſequently 
che paſſions but of one beaſt alone : no, here 
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the whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, 
with all cheir contrary appetites perpetually 
combating one with another, He that hath 
the rapacioulſneſs of a JVolf, may yet haye the 
tmorouſneſs of an Hare, and fo is racked be- 
tween the deſire of having, and the fear of 
'Ffffering. He that bath the luſt of a Goat, 

"7 yet haye the intemperance of a Swize, 

and be diſtracted to which of the appetites to 

five up himſelf. He that hath the cruelty of 
aTiger, may yet havethe wilineſs of the Fox, 

which will give him the pain of many irkſome 
{| celayes, in attending an advantageous oppor- 

- Frunity, And fo proportionably in others. 

(And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 

then to have theſe continual tumults within, 

tobe in a ſtate of hoſtility not only with other 

men, but with himſelf ? Or what can there need 

o deyond this conſideration, to recommend the 

4 [-ntrary condition to us? The ſubduing theſe 
, (orutiſh [nclinations, is the introducing Peace 
ntoa Land, harraſſ'd and waſted with inte- 
line War : and ſure none need be told (atleaſt 
nthis Age ) that that is a moſt raviſhing plea- 
lure. And I may with the ſame confidence 
ppeal ro the yerdi&t of any who hath tried 
- Fueſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt nor but 
. Iewill from his experience confirm the moſt 
- [Profuſe and eyen Poetick declamation thag 
an be made on this Theam. 

28, AllI ſhall adde is, in a joynt relation to 
us and the two former, by obſerving that 
_ | 7» 
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{|[utminarted underitandings, regulated WillÞ tio: 
and Aﬀections, make up a grear part of thff znd d 
celeſtial happineſs The may; on of /ighr woullf make 
no longer have right to that title, withgy 17.) 


* theſe. The ſpirits of juſt men mage perfett, went fare, 


improperly to ſtiled, Heb. 12. 23. had thy hem 
hot receiyed this accompliſhment of their :Þyorſt 
ture. Andthe greater degrees hereof weatjhers, 
rive to here, ſo much the more ſenſible antitheſis 
pation have we of thoſe divine joys. Anlffor d: 
ſure thus to partake wich Angels and Sainy - 
is to be happy, and will be acknowledged þ 

by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a ah oe 
metan Paradiſe render them not uncompt.Þpþ on 
tent to eſtimate theſe puter and refined plex fatter 
ſures. 
29. If from hence we proceed to thoſe ont oren 
ward effefs, which are the reſults of theſe itunder 
ward, we ſhall inde theyare all full of delighſonftr: 
-and farisfa&ion. Courteſie and friendlineisdf of 
Behaviogr does not only cait a glorious lulitfinan a 
round abour, attra& the eyes and heartshhere: 
others, but it alſo reflets with cheerful an "yp 
comtortable gleams upon our felyes. Foty 
Man being deſigned by God for a fociablmeafu 
creatufe, hath ſuch propenſions and inclinatthiz, o& 
ons put into him, as are proper to that endInd' co 
and theſe are aratified and pleaſed, whenw bjult 
ſo demean our ſelyes, as may anſwer that it in tf 
tencion, . towards which nothing can be moiÞMan, 
neceſſary then this debonnaire and gentle c: 
Flage. For that allures people to our convelPFree 
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ation, whereas the contrary roughneſs frights 
and deters chem, (che churliſhnets of a Aabal 
makes men they cannor ſpeak to him, 1 Sam.25. 
17.) it givesa man part of Nebuchaantzzar's 


Þ fare, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing * 


them to withdraw from him ; and that the 
#yorſt part of it roo ; the hairs like Eagles fea- 
thers,and the nails like birds claws, being much 
the lighrer degree of the infliction, fit to paſs 
for dreſs and ornament, compared with that 
tsEnore deforming diſguiſe this rugged tefnper 
puts upon a man. And as on the one ſide, this 
FE horofity and ſourneſs of humor is very uneaſy, 
*-Fſo on the other 1s that form of fawning and 
Hfartering compliance, which fome call Civt- 

ity. 1t obliges men 1n many circumſtances 
#4worenounce their eaſe, their health, yea their 
I-underftandings too, and keeps them in ſuch 
Itfonftraint, that one may truly ſay, a leſs mea- 
08le of ſelf-denial would ſerve to conſtitute & 
ian a good Chriſtian, theh an exa& Courtier ; 
Intereas he that keeps himſelf ina juſt mean, 
Whecher drives away one fort of company, nor 
ot: Þuyes the other ſo dear. He has a {tandard- 
bmeafure, by which to diſpence his Civilities, 
WI, the quality and worth of the perſons, 
d: hd cotifounds not himſelf with thote more 
juſt and mutablerulesof their expearions. 
$0 the firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf 
ra Man, whilſt the other is in fome reſpet a 
uaſt, in the ſecond he preſeryes himſelf a 
Titeman,whillt che other is a Slave : And fare 
agg ng 
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I may refer it to any mans deciſion, which 
the pleaſanter {tare. | 
30, Next for the Words, 'tis not to þ 
doubted but that calm and temperate Lan 
. guage has the advantage of that which IS paſl-f muſt 
onate #nd rageful, and that not only in reſpetf ,;e 1 
of decency, but eaſe too ; of which there needf je ti 
no other reſtimony, then that viſible pert ,F 
bation and uneaſineſs obſeryable in all whoa, mar 
under ſuch a tranſportation. $So in like ma{gexio 
ner,when the words are pertinent and weightyÞ x we 
they give not only more ſatisfaction to the yorth 
hearer, but-ro the ſpeaker alſo. This may kf} qab1c 
judged by the contrary diſplacency men hayſtimſe 
at themfelyes , when they are conſcious tithe ſh; 
bave ſpoken impertinently or undecentlyÞzur he 
By fatisfation I mean not that vanity, whidhiſems 
men too often affe&t of ſhewing their partÞferies 
but a juſt and ſober complacency, ariſing fronÞwhict 
| the conſcience of having regulated their difthar t+ 
| courſe by the meaſures of a Wiſe man andijncon/ 
Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may yes, 
{ of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief to lifheftim, 
auditors. And this ſurely is a much more repenyg; 
leaſure then any can be had in the contraſhhoſe, 
kind of diale&. If ro thisir be Objected, throw 
generally none are ſo much delighred willhowl, 
their own diſcourſes,as they who talk che mop 'z 2 
vainly and abſurdly : I Anſwer,that even thdpir 
are not pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdityhadya 
their pleaſure reſulcs from a miltake, up polulgy nc 
it to be the quice contrary. And this helps\Rieis g 
evi 
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evince, that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives 
atisfaction, ſince eyen the ſhadow and fiction 
ofit can be made to yield it. | 

31. Laſtly, for the /mployments, they furely 
mult afford moſt of contentment, when they 
are moſt noble and excellent. They do ſo at 
thetime, in the direct line, they having more 
of agreeableneſs to the nature and dignity of 
aman: but they do yet more fo in the re- 
fexion. When a man looks back upon his day 
or week ſpent, and tinds his buſineſs has been 
yorthy of him, it exhilarates and reyiyes him, 
MF enables him to paſs his own approbation on 
WE himſelf, and as it were to anticipate the Exge 
WE heſhall one day receive from his great Maſter. 
FBut he that gives himſelf only the idle diver 
dftiſements ofa Child,or ſets to the baſer drudg- 
[eries of Vice cannot reflect without confuſion, 
Which is ſo well underſtood by ſuch perſons, 
at they are fain to take Sanftuary in a total 
Linconſtderation , neyer daring to ask them- 
' Relves, What have 1 done ? Which bears full 
Teltimony to the excellency and felicity. of in- 
genuous /mployments, fince they that decline 
UBioſe, are forced alſo ro decline themſelves, 
=zow out of their own acquaintance and 
"Snowledge. 
Wy 32. And now what Objection can there lie 
bBeainſt chis duty, which is 1n all the parts of ic 
I Foadvantageousand eligible, that it becomes 
Wy not only to God, but eyen to themſelyes, 
Pex own preſent interelts and fatisfaRion? 
nee} © ene 7 ens 
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Shall pleaſure it ſelf loſe its nature, adopt th} — 
properties of its dire&t contrary, and becong} Pat 
irkſom and abhorred,only becauſe *cis twiſt * 
with Obedience ? Is there ſo perfe& an ant, þide 
pathy between God and them, that *cisin,þ Man 
poſlible they ſhould have the ſame objectsg ©00ce 
delight? or canno Joyes have any taſte wit tio! 
them, that are not the cauſes and torerunnaſClol 
of eternal forrows? This were ſuch a degra ſciple 
of peryerſneſs,as common charity bids.me nao! th 
to expect; and I fee not what elſe can evacuay poſlit 
the pleaſure that attends the improvement ( by th 
this talent of Education. xe ſy 
33. After all this,I foreſee it not impoſlibl{PuPils 
that ſome may plead an exemprion from thiſicce! 
Obligation, by affirming they want the grounlſſ! con 
of it, rhat they never had this Education, em 
am not willing to fancy there have been j|*ntec 
many unjuſt and unkind Parents, as may qut perfor 
line any conſiderable number of Gentlemaſ® 
for this plea. Bur to thoſe few that can real" {+ 
make ir, I ſhall not think the foregoing Dig? rec: 
courſe wholly impertinent. For, by ſhewingp#220 
them the adyantages of what they ſay tho" « 
thus want, it may incite them(not to murmu*cc 
at the negligence of their Parents, but) roge2 4 
tempt the repairing of it by becoming thaſanc 
own Guardians, putting themſelves into Diſc®*&tr 
pline, and by the ſtri& Laws of Reaſon | 
verning and reſtraining rhoſe Paſſions, whidy - 
by the liberty of their Breeding have got hea 
by this means ſupplying to themſelyes rhe ff 
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, art of Education. And the like may certainly 
; te done for the latter alſo, if they will but lay 
-Fafide that common error, of thinking it more 
q "Fnanly to be ignorant then to learn, and be 
«content to put themſelyes ina courſe of Eru- 
4 dition, which a man may do tor himſelf in his 
Cloſer, as well as a Tutor may do for his Di- 
ſciple in a School, And though he want many 
of thoſe Advancages the orher hath, yer *tis 
a{foſlible they may be 1n a good degree ſupplied 
"by that induſtry and delire, which all choſe 
xe ſuppoſed to haye, who are thus their own 
+LPupils; And there want not inſtances of the 
My cceſs of them who hayethus attempted - but 
if confeſs there are too few examples of the 
gattempt, men being roo apt to fit down con= 
| ffitentedly under this want; whereas let the ſame 
w- ferfons haye an entailed E fate altenated from 
walſiiem by any act of their Fathers, they are not 
n ſo tame, but will ſtruggle to the utmoſt 
"x recover their Rights. Yer certainly an In- 
enuous Education is as properly the Birth- 
rhe wart of a Gentleman, as any the moſt firmly 
nueFiled Inheritance can be : Why ſhould they 
oof acquieſce in that ſo injurious an Alienati» 
n.and not ſeek by all endeavours of their own 
Fpretrieve this ſo precious a Poſleſſion ? 


Yr , 


| 
2g 
18 
rhi 
ws 
El 


df.41 


Gan — 


| 54 Tar GentLemax's CALLING, 


TT TI TO —— 


Stcrt. V. 
Of the ſecond eA dvantag" 
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Wealth. fureh 


bod, 
T, He ſecond adyantage we are of tis 1 
conſider 1s that of Wealth : whidregar 
that it isa blejling will I know refÞty: ] 
dily beaſlented to by all, mensfrom 
firesand earneſt purſuits after it ſufficiently lgenc 
yidencing the general elteem is had of it. that 1 
though 'the Concluſion be right, ic is to lbecon 
doubted many infer it not upon due Premiknhom 
*Tis not Rxches ſimply conſidered that arctiFinher; 
felicity, much leſs choſe luxuries, to which thaffuch a 
are often made to miniſter : but they arelithe co: 
toa fertile ground, which if left without afpatrin 
ture, none bears ſo rank weeds, bur it righlſtowhi 
husbanded yeilds abundant profit. And chuilflepen 
_ manage and improye them is not only thelifaad ſo 
tereſt, but the Duty ot all thoſe to whom Gſhedi( 
hath committed them, this being the one (fled, 
ſigned Advantage, for which they were orc; 
truſted to them. guanag 
2. Several improvements there are,of whllſ 3, * 
"they are capable: but beforel proceed to thing, a 
I muſt mention one part of Duty, as funlro /# 
mel 
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mental to all the reſt. And that is the well 
husbanding of them, not in a figurative, but 
real ſence, the having ſuch a provident care 
of thoſe goods, ahd poſſeſſions, wherewith 
God hath bleſt a Man, as may ſecure them 
,|fom that Conſumption, to which careleſneſs 
"| and floth will infallibly betray them, This 
ſurely 1s obligacory in many reſpects. Firſt, 
nThankfalneſs (Thad almolt faid civility ) to 
God, who having diſpenc'd them as a liberality, 
up ts ingratirnde; yea affront to give them no 
jd regard. Secondly, in 7aftice to a mans poſteri- 
ety: He that has received a fair Inheritance 
«from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſupine neg- 
yeYlgence to cur off che Entail, he defrauds thoſe 
\d(hat were to have ſucceeded him in it, _ 
) Wdecomes that. rroubler of his own houſe, 
ikguhom Solomon, Prov.1 1.29. aſlignes no Tn 
elifpheritance but the Wind, which is indeed all 
c- uch a perſon is like to derive upon his iſſue, 
the common aire being oftengimes their onel 
 apatrimony. Thirdly, in ordeto all thoſe ends 
olulto which Wealth was deſigned by God, which 
wiFpend on this, as accidents on their ſub; ect, 
ieland fo are all at once evacuated and nulled by 
| Oifite diſfipating of that wherein they are foun- 
6 (fled, All which conſiderations do naturally 
ce Wtorce upon men the neceſlity of a prudent 
uanagery. 
wif 3. This being ſuppoſed, and the perſon ha 
tains, as 1n our Lawv- lf is uſual, covenart- 
[U00RE to [Eard ſerſed of the E aj let us now ſee 
nel what 
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what are the proper nſes, to which it is to he 
limiced, Inthe firſt place, we may rank that 
of Contentedneſs in his portion : which tho 

to one that 1s ſet to wreſtle with want i 


might ſeem a hard precept, yer to. him thaf 


flows with abundance it might be thought 
ther a needleſs then difficult injunction, if & 
perience did not teſtifie, that contentment 
oftentimes as great a {tranger in Palaces x 
Cottages. 
© 4. Of this excellent both yertue and fel. 
city, there are two parts; the one a chearful 
_ exjoywent of {0 much of his Wealth, as my 
decently (1 fay not vainly ) ſupport him u 
that quality wherein he is placed. God dos 
not make Rich men ſuch meer Conduit-pips 
of Wealth, that they muſt paſs all, withoy 
retaining any thing themſelves ; bur rathe 
like the Earth, which though ſhe conveys th 
ſprings through her yeins, yet is allowed i 
fuck 1n ſo much, as may give her a compete 
refreſhment. And he that does this moderate), 
and with a thankful refle&tion on that liber 
Providence, which thus gives bins all thing 
richly to enjoy, 1 T w.6.17, tallifies no partd 
his cruſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, this bt 
ing as it were theallowed tees of his place, 
penſion allotted him by the bounty ot hi 
Lord. 

5. The other part of contentment is thi 
by which the deſires are terminated withinil 
bounds of his own poſſeflions ; and not ſuf 

re 
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ef red to range wildly into other mens, like 
ar} Ahabs into Naboths vinezard, uſing their 
af Wealth, as Anglers doe their Fiſh, to bair 
tÞ books tor more, by making itan Initrument 
aF of extorting from others ; which is ſo great a 
| guilc, that it nerely concerns them to ſecure 
| themſeves againſt it, by a perfect ſatisfaction 
tf inwhat is properly their own, Nay even in 
uf what 15 fo, there is caution to be had, that 
there be not roo eager and yehement endea- 
yors of multiplying ir, and that not only by 
an unlawful commixture with other mens, 
which is the ſin cither of oppreſſion or fraud, 
but even from its own ſtock, for that may be 
covetouſnels, and is furely a direct oppoſition 
tothe divine diſpenſation. For when God 
hath given a man a full Fortune, and by thar 
Manumitred him trom thoſe carkings and ſol- 
of licitudes to which needier perſons are expoſed, 
uf for him to make ir his grand buſinels to pro- 
exj Ft how he may add to that heap, or in the 
4 Prophers phraſe /ade himſelf with thick clay, 
en Hab. 2. 6. what is it bur the degrading and 
ay pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein 
tl God hath placed him, a voluntary fale of him- 
by elf co the Gallies or Mines? Jn this reſpect 
| icrefore I may not unaprly apply that exhor- 
by tation which the Apoltle makes in another, 
Gal.5.1. Stand faſt in the liberty wherewnth 
i Chrift hath made you free, Let not him whom 
q Cod hath by a gracious and peculiar provi- 
if gence exempred from this meaner ſervitude ; 
iy and 
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and vaſſallage to the world, relinquiſh that 
valuable a priviledge, give up his ear to be 
bored by Mammon, when God proclaims i 
Zubile. Yet *tis pollible the quality of ſome 
mens eltates may be ſuch, that they may be 
capable of advancement by a moderate and 
ealie Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert 
them from more excellent Imployments, but 
may rather be a recreation then a toil: And 
11 that caſe I know no obligation lies on them 
ſo to dehe an Improvement, as not to chuſea 
profitable, before an expenſive divertiſement, 
to ſpend thoſe vacant hours upon that, which 
remain by way of overp/zs from more worthy 
deſignes and entertainments. But the perpetual 
ſolicitous purſuit afrer more wealth, is cer- 
rainly a culpable inordinacie, as being incon- 
ſiſtent with that contentment and acquieſcence 
which is the duty of every man for whom God 
bath thus liberally provided, and ſuch as will 
beſides be likely to undermine another main 
part of his obligation. 

6. Such in the next place we are to account 
the Charitable diſpenſing of his Rore, to ſup- 
ply the indigencics of wanting perſons ; which 
turely is to be lookt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receits. God, who is 
the commmon Friend, as well as Father of all 
men, 1s not to be 1magined fo partial, as to 
provide pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in 
the mean time leaye others deſtitute of the 
neceſſary ſupports of life, Yet if we look no 

deeper 
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deeper then the viſible portions of Poor and 
Rich, there is no evidence of the contrary. 

But when we examine upon what Conditions 

and Proviſo's that Abundance is conveyed, 

we ſhall have no temptation fo to aſperie or 

charge God fooliſhly. For though he have not 
diſpenſed fo immediately to the Poor, yethe 
gives them as it were Bi/{s of Aſſignment upon 
the plenty of the Rich, a right to be ſupplied 
by them. So that the difference feems ro be 
only that of an elder, and younger brethren : 
the Elder uſually carries the bulk of the Eſtate: 
but then that is charged with proviſions for 
the younger. And if the quantity of thoſe be 
not diſtin&tly expreſt , but left indefinicely, 
that at of Truſt in the Father lays the greater 
obligation on him, not to deceive it by too 
mean and ſcanty a diſtribution : for now him- 
elf is become a Father to them, and there- 
tore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affeftionare 
relation. And this may not improperly be 
deemed one reaſon, why among ſuch multi- 
tudes of commands of Charity in the Goſpel, 
there 1s yet none that exprelly allots the pro- 
portion of our Alms, that by this aft of con- 
hidence, as it were, men might be obliged ro 
the higher liberality. And he that ſhall make 
this incentive to it, a pretence to excule rhe 
want of 1t, 1s ſure a moſt criminous perverter 
of the Divine intention, treacheroully coun- 


termining Gods ſacred arts, as if *ewere nor 


enough 
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enough to rebel, unleſs ina further contempe 
he aſſaulted him with his own weapons. Cer. Fm 
tainly God never deligned Lazarws's portion 
ſhould be made up only of the Crammes from 
the table, For though indeed Dzves is taxed 
that he gave him not chem:yet if he had, ſucha 
dole would ſure never have reſcued him from 
the place oi torment. He who reſts in a Rich 
mans boſome in Heaven, is to haye ſome pro- 
portionable treatment from thoſe on Earth, 
ſome more hoſpitable reception then a lying 
at the gate, ſome better Chirurgions then 
Dogs to care hzs ſores : and thoſe that refuſeit 
him, mult be preſumed to contemn not only 
the Zazarms,but the Abraham,yea the Heaven 
00 that recelyes him , ſince that which quali- 
fies him for an admittance there, is not able to 
recommend him to their leaſt regard. 

7. 1 ſhall not attempt to proportion mens 
Charities, ſince God hath not , yet there are 
ſome general meaſures to bemgde to bound 
them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall notto 
too ſcandalous a lownels: which having been 
done already by a * better Pen, I ſhall refer 
the Reader thither. But thoſe yet leave mens 
| pracicat COPPaitions full ſcope to grow up to what 
| Catcchiſm greater height Gods grace and mens exiget |; 

cies ſhall adyance them. And ſurely the latter 
may ſqmec:imes be ſuch, that it will become 
every Rich man not only to rifle his coffers, 
pour out whatſoever his ſuperfluities bavethere 
amaſled, but alſo to defalk much of his own 
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accuſtomed enjoyments, cauſe the Raſor to 
paſs eyen upon his whole Equipage, to cur 
off all excrelcencies, all exuberant expences, 
that ſo the {tream may run the fuller in that 
one channel which Gods proyidence thus cuts 
out tor 1t., Whether this may not be a proper 
ſeaſon tor it, 1 leaye every conſidering perſon 
tojudge.Ar the preſent I ſhall beſeech every 
man to whom God hath given wealth, ſadly 
to ponder how ſcandalous a thing it will be 
for him who has been the Object of ſo great 
Bounty, to decline the being an Agent In any :; 
todiſcover himſelf to have ſuckt in nothing 
of the virtue, amid ſuch an affluence of the 
commodities; and to dehe the example of that 
Liberality, by whoſe effects he lives. But with- 
all let him conſider the danger of it alſo, how 
dreadful a guilt (and conſequently vengeance) 
te draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall defeat this 
lo main end of his receits. It is indeed a com- 
plication of many crimes not only againft 
man, but God allo : I ſhall inſtance only in 
wo, moſt generally decried, and yet moKk 
eminently contained in it, Vnthankfulneſs 
and Falſneſs. , 
'8. God in his wifdome diſcerning that E- 
quality of Conditions would breed confuſion 
n the wotld, has ordered ſeveral lates, de- 
len'd fome to Poverty ,, others to Riches: 
onely annexing to the rich the care of the 
poor ; yet that rather as an advantage, then a 
burden, a feed of more wealth both rerpporal 
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and eternal. Now in this diviſion of men,thok 
on whom he hath cauſed the better lot to fall, 
can owe it to nothing bur his gracious diſpoſal, 
and theretore had been certainly obligedto 
ſubmic toany the molt difficult rasks he ſhould 
have diſpenc'd with it. But now that in his 
great indulgence he has ſo rempered the com 
mand, as to render it not an allay, but an en- 
hancement of the mercy, he that gives it only 
a bare taſtleſs compliance, betraies himſelf to 
want a jult ſence of it : but he thar flatly reſiſts 
It, is 1n the moſt tranſcendent degree, barha- 
rouſly ingrate. Nay I think I might have laid 
the charge higher, and called it walzce : for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thusto 
reſiſt his duty and interelit together ? 

9. Nor is this all, *tis alſo the greatelt Per. 
fraiouſneſs : Every rich manis,as 1 faid betore, 
Gods Steward, and particularly jntruſted to 
provide for the indigent parts of his family, 
luch are the poor and needy. Now ifhe leave 
them delititute, and ſuffer either his riot or c0- 
vetouſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what 
more deteſtable falſneſs can be committed, not 
only in reſpect of them, whoſe right he chus 
invades, but of God alſo, whoſe truit he abu- 
jes ? Many other enormities there are in Un- 
charirableneſs, which as ſo many misſhapen 


Jlimbs concur to the making up this deformed 


Monſter : but I ſhall ſuppoſe it ſufficient to 
baye pointed out theſe two, which being the 


mol profeſtly contrary to ingeauiry, 1 muk 
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hope will carry a very ayerting appearance 
tothote who ſo elpecially pretend to that qua» 
ty. 

10. To this poſitive part of Duty, the being 
rich in good works,wehnd the Apoitle connects 
a negallye. 1 Tim. 6. 17. Charge them that 
terich in this world that they be not hig h-minaed, 
wr truſt in uncertain riches. And we need not 
reſort co implicite taich in the Author, to per- 
wade us of che great propriety and fitnels of 
theſe cautions. * Tistoo eyident that Pride and 
Confidence are diſeaſes, that uſually breed in 
full and opulent forcunes, and as they ſpring 
irom che ſame root, fo do they, like neighbou- 
ins branches, murually ſhelter, and ſupport 
one another. He that is high-minded, abhorrs 
tbe ſubmiſſion of any forreign dependence, 
and therefore gladly anchors on any thing he 
an call his own : and thinking his wealth moſt 
properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs, as 
loly 706 expreſſes an ayeriion, to make gold his 
bope, and to ſay tothe fine gola, thou art my con- 
pence, Fob 31. 24. On the other ſide, he thar 
truſts in his Wealch, is by that forcified in his 
mide. Itis Ariſtotles obſervation, that Wealth 
makes contumeliogs and inſolent : which I pre= 
lume he inferrs not only from experience, but 
realon alſo, For the ground-work of humility 


Jbxing the ſence of impotence and defe, he 


that aſſumes a ſelt-ſufficiency, undermines that 
loundation, and in {tead of it laies the Baſis of 
be quite contrary temper, all haughtineſs and 
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elation of mind. A memorable example of this 
we have in the infolent reflexions of Neb. 
chadnez,zar, Dan. 4.. 30. which had withall & | anfit 
diſmal a conſequent, as me thinks ſhould like | ey 
Lots Wife remain a perpetual monument to dx that 
ter others from all approaches towards the | #9" 
like vanity. lis 1 
11. And certainly itis a moſt important [fol 
concernment of rich men, to fence themſelyes [He tl 
avainſt this double tempration, to which pur. Jeb 
poſe they can hardly find a more compleat ie 191 
armour,then what they may borrow from ont þ in 
ſhort ſentence of the Apoltle, 1 Cor 4. 7,00 
What haſt thou that thou haſt not received ? Le Weal 
them look on themſelves as meer receivers, tell cf 
and then with what pretence can they pride [ves 
themſelyes in that wherein they are bare by C/ 
paſſive? Nay indeed if ir be throughly ſcann'd, [Whe: 
theſe receits imply cauſe rather of ſhame then Thien 
boaſting;the being filled from anothers hand, er! 
isa ſure argument (and tacite reproach ) of [as 
a natural and original emptineſs. And if God jd 0 
have dealt fo liberally wich them, they may efim 
colle& *ris in a compliance not with their me. [wed 
rits, but infirmities. His having made themrich adent 
isa {ſtrong preſumprion he ſaw them nor pre: tle ? 
pared to be inmcently poor. And ſure Pride tonc 
muſt be a ſubtile A/chimiſt, that can hence ex-|\n, : 
tra& matter of yanity, and might with equalſMnd 
logick have perſwaded the Fews to glory 3n thoſt arc 
3ndalgences, which were granted them only tot be eat 
he hardneſs of their hearts, And c 
Kon ble Rhraonen or ound 4; 
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| 12. Inlike manner if they refle& on their 
_ I ricbes as received, it renders them alſo a moſt 
| unhit object of T -uſt. For if they were given, 
« | they may alſo be taken away. We hold all by 
\ | that old rexxre, which the Lawyers ſtile 41o- 
oe | 4mm, becauſe it is from none but God : and 
lisgifts ( of this kinde at leaſt ) are neyer fo 
it | abſolute, as to exclude power of reyacation, 
« | He then that enjoys a thing not upon right 
ra * [buc bouncy, mult ask his benefator how far 
x {if isto preſumeon it. And if they would do 
x1 in this caſe, chey would ſoon be reſolved 
ow little confidence were to be repoſed in 
« [Wealth. They may hear Godthe great Patron 
s, Jtell chem by Solomon, that riches make them» 
% [ves wings and fly away as an eagle,Pro.2.3.5. 
ly [by Chri/ft, that che Treaſures which they lay 
1 iphere are liable to the Aſoth axd ruſt, aud 
en |[TWweves, and by the Apof/e, that they are 
d, weertain riches. Nay indeed if they would 
of [le ask themſelyes, their own daily experience 
, ud obſervation, that would bear the ſame 
etimonie. Every day almoſt gives ſome re- 
16. (1ewed initance of it, What multitudes of ac- 
< {dents are there ro which mens goodsarelia- 
re-Þile? A rough Winde, a tempeſtuous Sea finks 
de Jtonce the Merchant and his ſhip : an ill ſea- 
-x-10n, an hungrie foil eats out the Husband- 
ualJnand : and chey who run nor either of theſe 
oft |*zards, thoſe whom neither the water nor 
fot be earch ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. 
and canthere any fecuritie be fanci'd inthac 
IJ F wealth, 


” 


Tur GenTLEMAN's CALLixg, 


wealth, which is thus a prey to each elemen: 
ſingle, and yet more often ro them united in 
man, to whoſe frauds or yiolences more hay of ſu 
owed their 1mpovyeriſhing, then to any of thef guil 
former accidents? And now what greater in. cſir 
faruation can there be, then to place a truſt on] you 
that which is ſo flitting and unſteadie, tof ſupp 
Jean on a broken reed, or in Solomons phraſe] pow! 
to ſet ones eyes upon that which 1.5 not ? unde 
13. Butif by an impoſlible ſuppoſition, we mui 
ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, aRicb 
they are indeed tranſitorie: yet unleſs they had und r 
as well Strength as conftancie, they could withſhribe 
no reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays bytath 
his friend to the laſt minute, if he have nome #2 
power to aſfilt him, is only a ſpectatour, notJay © 
a reliever of his ſufferings. Andalas, how manyLuke 
miteries are men ſubject to, in which wealtlþmry, 
can gtve them no aid! Is a man attlicted infuatur 
his bodie with pain ? the nates are not a comfnly t 
petent price for a minutes eaſe, an hours ſleep age [ 
Ts he perſecuted in his Name with reproach Jubat 
*ris not whole »g0rs of gold that will itop thQwoſe 
mouth of Fame: nay oftentimes the obloquigtis Lo 
131t ſelf meerly the progenie of his wealth, chaſfad at 
breeding envie, and envie detration. Butitom | 
the ſore lie yer deeper, 1f it be the Sox! thifſfing. 
ſuffers, that is yet farther removed from poilifiot it 
bilirie of relief this way. If it ſuffer as a ſlaule; | 
nndec the dominion of fin, no treaſure canreÞfrie: 
deem from that yaſſallage. Wealth does ufare, ; 
deed too often by adminiſtring tempratiolubk 
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frengthen thoſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too eyidently by the number 
ef offuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the 
ef guilc of fin, labour under the terrours of an ac= 
1-4 ſing Conſcience, alas ! gold isno balm toa 
111 rounded ſpirit : the luxuries which that has 
to] ſupported may help to pierce, but it has no 
{| power to heal. Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally 
under the puniſhment of fin, there is no com- 
wel muting that pennance, buying off that ſmarct : 
x} Riches abuſed may indeed ſwell the accompr, 
adJ and multiply the {tripes, but they can never 
ith] bride the remiflion of any. The Wiſe-man 
byJtath aſſured usthis, Prov. 11.4. Riches profit 
no wt 52 the day of wrath. Nor does this carrie 
noJany oppoſition to the counſel of our Saviour, 
nf Luke 16.9.0f making friends of the Mammon of 
thwrighteouſneſs ;, for he reters not there to any 
| inJratural or inherent propertie of riches, buc 
monly to that extrinſick and accidental adyan- 
*plge may be madeof them, proportionably to 
chJvbat was ſaid before of the »njuſt Steward, 
th4wboſe dexterous managerie was it thatrendred 
quits Lords debts ſo uſeful to him, not that they 
chaſiad any proper innate vertue to ſecure him 
utFom the neceſſitie either of begging or dig- 
thing. And therefore we ſee Chrilts words run 
oliiot in an Annunciative, but anexhortatorie 
ble ; he tells us not that 2dammos ſhall make 
niefsfriends, bur excites us to make that our own 
; infare, and by a prudent diſpoſure to make it 
tioffubſeryient to an end above its native efficacie. 
+. Rs F232 $62 But 
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Burt all chis is ſure very reconcileable with that 
natural imporency we have obſerved 1n i, 
Wealth charitably diſpoſed may have excellent 
effects, but yet thole are to be aſcribed to the 
charity, not che wealth, which {till remainsijn 
its own effence the ſame unactive lump in the 
Chelt that jt was 1n the Mine, like the heathen 
Deities unable to protect its moſt zealous 1do- 
faters.As a further initance whereof I may add 
that which will ſound very likea riddle, that 
riches cannot dehiyer eyen trom preſent Want: 
which yet is demonitrably true in all thoſe 
rich Milers, whoſe bellies are lanck, while their 
coffersare full, a fort of Tantahzed creature, 
not pecuhar only to this latter age, for we 
find them deſcribed by Solomon, Ecclefiaſt.6.2. 
A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth 
and honour,ſo that he Wanteth nothing for hs ſoul 
of all that he deſereth, yet God giveth him mi 
powey to eat thereof, So unſignificant a thing is 
weaith, that wichour the addition of a new 
power 1t enables him nor to receive the leal 
benefit from it. 

14. When all this is conſidered, what i; 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt conk- 
dence, fince ic appears ſo utterly unable to ie 
cure men 1n their moſt important —— 
to do that which it moſt immediatly and m 
colourably pretends to, the keeping them trom 
want ? And therefore hethat will norrun hun 
ſelf upon that fad defear of being diſappointel 
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muſt look our for ſome firmer ground whereon 
to build. Bur alas ! our ſoil affords it not ; all 
here below was long ſince pronounced by one 
that wanted neither wiſdome nor experience, 
t be Vanity. Such mutations and viciſfitudes 
atend all ſublunary things, that he that at- 
tempts to erect any durable ſatisfation on 
them,outdoes the folly of that abſurd archite& 
Chritt mentions, and builds not on the /azd, 
but water : and in this ſenſe the world is 1till 
under a deluge, not ſo much drie ground, as 
where a doye may relt her foot. 

15. Weate then driven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, ro thac which ſhould be our yoluncary 
choice, to come home to the Ark. to ſhelter 
our ſelves under his wings, where alone we 
may ſecurely reit, and according to the advice 
which the Apoliile ſubjoyns to thele cautions 
torraft in the living God. And to darthis ami 
all the ſeducements ot Wealth, to ſee throu 
all choſe milts which the tumes of Plentie raile, 
and whilſt they enjoy che gift, ro contide only 
in the Giver, is in«uſpenſably the ducie, and 
ſhould be the care of every one, to whom 
$. Paul direQts this charge, All that are rich in 
this world, 

16. And ſuch in the laſt place are to take 
notice of another branch of rheir obligation, 
and that is to uſe that adyantage which their 
Wealth gives them, towards the exerciſe of 
Temperance: which indeed can riever be 


G known co be truly ſ6ch, but when there are 


F 3 oppor- 


- 70 Tut GenTLEMANs CALLING, 


— 


opportunities & temptations to the contrarie, 
He that hath nothing wherewith to maintain 
a Riot, leaves it doubtful both to others and 
himſelf, whether his Abſtinences be the effeds 
of Poyertie or Temper : but he that has all 
the fuel for Luxurie, and yet permits it not to 
kindle, he approves his Sobrietie- to be in- 
deed his Choice, not his fate. And this is 
a moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth : and 
though *tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room 
in moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it 
merits a principal place, as being much the 
Sreateſt ofall thoſe, which refle& only upon 
the perſon himſelf. This reſiſting of Tempta- 
tions, 1s truly that Heroick courage worthy 
of thoſe that pretend to Honour, fit to deno- 
minate a Gal/art may. TI wiſh thoſe who ſeek 
that reputation by many raſh and unwar- 
rantable Adyentures, wonld here entertain 
their youthful Ardours,this being a Field where 
they may be aſſured neyer to want Comba- 
tants, * One while Glzttony preſents it ſelf, 


armed with the allurements of a full and de. 


licate Table : and though one would think him 
bur a deſpicable Aſſailant, that has only the 
Kitchin for his armorie, yer experience ſhews 
us, thoſe edgeleſs weapons may vie with the 
keeneft, for the mortalneſs of their effects, 
At another time Drx#»kenneſs ſends a Chal. 
lenge by delicious Liquor, cheerful and di 
verting Companie, and that not without me- 
nace of infamie to him,who ſhall own ſo = 
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xligious cowardiſe, as to fear to hazard his 
vbrietie in the encounter, Sometimes again 
luf attaches him with the piercing darts, the 
llling glances of a proſtitute Beautie, In the 
nean time Pride, the moſtſlie and treacherous 
fall the reſt, 1s perpetually laying ambuſhes - 
for him in the adorations ofthis Flatterers, the 
janitie of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
ofExceſſes. And now what Knight-Errand 
ould wiſh for more Encounters? Or why 
hould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
jlulſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops of ene- 
nies to bid them dayly defiance? *Tis,they ſay, 
i Maxime among the Swordwen, That he that 
has once been baffled, is ever after an incom- 
went Challenger : 1 wiſh it might have this 
one ſober application, that men would ſuſpend 
lother Dxels, till they baye righted them- 
ſelves on their Vices, and by fome ſignal 
Conquelts redeemed themſelves from that 
obloquie and defamation, which theſe mean, 
yet inſulting Adverſaries haye expoſed them 
(0, 

17. Having ſhewed what Uſes are duly to 
be made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 
conſider whether any of them be ordinarily 
diſcernible in Prafice. And here we ſhall 
meet with one ſort of men, who ftumble ar 
the verie threſhold, thar fail in thar firſt parr 
of dutie, on which all the reſt depend : I mean 
thoſe who by a ſupine negligence ſuffer their 
Eftates to moulder and conſume inſenſibly, 
F 4 for 
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for want of an eaſie inſpeRion and overſight, 
Of ſuch as theſe former Ages have afforded in- 
ſtances, and doubtleſs the preſent alſo, though the di 
the number of the luxurious waſters do now Jt, * 
ſooycrwhelm them, that they are theleſs dif. Jtath 
cernible. And chough this ſeem to be the effe& Jillow 
only of ſloth, yet certainly there are other con- [heir i 
currentsto it, generally cheſe two : firſt ſuch I; goo 
an overweening of their wealth, that they Jrrs0 
think it incxhauſtible, and ſecondly an opi- Jia } 
nion thatitisa meanand peaſantly thing for Jury 
a Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of Jipthe 
looking after his fortune. The motives are Jhener 
00 ridiculous to deſerye a confutation , but Jtiny: 
in the mean time it cannot bur extort pitie, to tele: 
fee Families ruined by fuch vain whimfies, Jaſhri 
And whart tolerable account can ſuch a Parent Jitis n 
giveto his begger'd Offipring, to whom 'tis 
very likely he may propagate the pride and 
ſloth which made the meer managerie of an Ji 
Eſtate too hard for him, and yer withall be- 
queaths them the ſadder toil of getting one? 
Nay, what account canhe give to God, from 
whom he received it, in order to ſeyeral ends, 
if he thus at once defeat them all ? ?Twasd 
Command to the 7ews, that they ould nit 
eut down Frait-trees, though it were tor ſo ne 
ceſlarie an uſe as to advance a Seige, Dent. 20. 
Ii9.Bat thisisthe hewing down that Stock,from oth 
which ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, and ſhowe! 
that without any pretence either of neceſlitie that] 
Q_zC_ 7: ded 
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18. Our next yiew will preſent us with az- 
ther ſort of perſon, who as much tranſgreſles 
the dutie of contentedneſs in both the parts of 
t, *Tisno prodigie to ſee men, whom God 
hath afforded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to 
low themſelyes that of the poor , fo letting 
- Itteir eye 62 evi/evento themſelyes,becanſe Gods 
b Js good. The Egyprians were ſuch jealous Reve- 
y Jrrs of thoſe Creatures which they worſhipp'd, 
- Jitar he that violated them was in danger 0 
t [ing Exed 8.26. So theſe men who have ſet 
f Jiptherr Wealth for their God, pay it ſo much 
re Jieneration, that as they are impatient to have 
at Jtinvaded by others, ſo they areafraid to offer 
0 Jite leaſt violence to it themſelves. They have 
s, Jinſhrined it to receive their adorations, and 
it Fitts now become Sacrilege ( indeed the only 
1s Jine chey ſcruple) to debale it to the ſupplie 
id Ji their neceſlicies. They are ſtrange auſteri- 
n Jes which the YVetaries ot this- Deitie will en. 
e- Jlure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
? Jnoſt rigid Aſcerich, Their whole hves are a 
m Jxrpetual contradiftion to all the appetites of 
Is, INature , yer alas! that infers here no compli. 
ace with thoſe of Grace, butas if they meanc 
bfetup a Third partie in the world, they e- 
(uallie oppoſe thefe. And now he that thus 
0. Ioppreſſes himſelf, no wonder if he do the like 
m ſoothers, if he extort the utmoſt that either 
nd ſhower or fraud can wring from any. And 
tie Ftdat this work may not be retarded, he is pro- 

ded of yarictie of inſtruments for it, Some- 
.: (8 TIMES 
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times Briberie mult give him a legal colour tg 
xob his neighbour. Or it a Wunels prove a 
better pexziworth then the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſinets, Sometimes Ex. 
tortion ſhall prey upon a needie Creditor, and, x. 
that not only with the ſlower gnawings of | 
the Canker, .but with the more rayenousde.f;c... 
vourings of the Vulture. Sometimes the Rack{ 
1s brought out, and a poor Tenant faſtned on 
it, and there ſo ſtrained and diltorted, that 
he can never knit again to any competent ſub. 
ſiſtence. Sometimes again a poor neighbouring 
Prodigal ſhall be ſpurred on to farther riot, 
fed with money, that ſo by a forfeited Mort 
gage he may ſeite on his Eitate. In a word fl, 
*rwere endleſs to reckon up all the engines of 
rapine which this greedie Inyader hath in hi 
magazine. And of ſucha one I preſume everief 
man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly yi, 
{ares the precept of Contentednels. 

19. But though this be the groſleſt, yeti 
he not the only Tranſgreſſour. There is allo 
«x0ther more plauſible fort, who though they, ” 
do not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealthat WA 
other mens coſts, yer do it too much at theeÞ. 
own : whole Brains are meer forges of Pro S 
jects, perpetually hammering out ſome neſt, . 
Contriyance for gain, that continually trait Cl 

f 


e: 
tthe 


the pangs and throws of a carking ſolicitudg; Th 
in purſuit ofit. I know this piece of Contfp,y 
zornſnels. hath better luck then the reſt, ir: 
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ſſes for a creditable thing, under the ſpeci- 
name of good husbandrie ; bur ſure if it be 
* Sroughly penetrated, ic will appear no leſs op- 
fite co Contentment then the former, Nor 
v nthat guilt be invaded by thoſe that fay,they 
[Sk to advance their Fortunes, not out of the 
lſers deſign of hoarding up, but out of the 
UFore generous purpoſe of living more ſplen- 
dly. For ſure he that covets more to ſpend, 
little contented in his portion, as he thac 
ers more to lay up : he that thinks his Table 
pho ſcantie, his equipage too low, is as far 
om being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his land 
(0 little, his bag roo emptie, So that *cis ap- 
'Frent theſe arrows come out of the fame qui. 
r, though they be ſhot at ſeveral marks. 
'J 20. And between both theſe motives of gri- 
ng, no wonder it the Dzty of Alms-giving 
crouded into a very narrow compals, Thar 
Ficellent vertue of Charitie has indeed much 
the Image and impreſs of Chr: upon it : 
JutheWorld has given it a further kind ofcon- 
*Þmitie with him then he eyer deſign*d, its 
"Frcifixion betweenCovyetouſneſs and Luxure, 
Fiing the counterpart ofhis hanging berween 
Thieves, There wants only one member 
Fithe parallel, the breaking the legs of theſe 
\@{alefators, which God knows our Solaters, 
" ;Þy many Armies of them have not bin able to 
"Þ0, The many inſtances theſe times have given 
.1Þ be ſudden diſſipation of mens Idolized 
".$ps, bave not yer ſo diſciplin'd the World- 
a ling, 
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ling, asto perſwade him to /ay »p his treaſun tan, 
in heavex. Ard the loud calls of God to weeglilte: 
ing and moxrning and girdins with ſackeluh they 
have moſt prepolteroutly been Ecchoed badgyke 
with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, an jth 
wild jollities. And then they who thus deſpil rok, 
the judgements of God, are very unlikelieto®1! 
compaſlionate the miſeries of men,and | doub{ tt 
there are many who thus anſwer the charac 0 
of che unjuſt 7 xdge, Lx.18 that neither fear Guprut 
nor regard man,nay that far outgo him in ine rin 
orableneſsof temper. He was to be wroughtu} cl 
on by importanty , but ſo petrified are thelg#Nct 
mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears can dgpon 
ſolve them.* Tis a much eaſter task to dig Men L 
Out of its native Mine, then to fetch itout ofth y{ 
covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, though ſhÞ&1 
hide, yer ſhe guards not here treaſure, *tisaF ſu 
ceſlible to the induſtrie of any that will ſeard 1! 
for it: but he like an Arg ſtands Sentinel aboygJltY « 
his, and ſounds an alarm upon the remote adi 
appearance of a poor ſupplant. With wit | 
jealoul'e does he eye any that he can bur fanapling 
© come upon that ungratetul errand, ard thee. 
how many arts has hefo preyent the aflav | pa 
Or if by ſome extraordinarie Charm all ly 2 
eyes have ſo ſlept at once, thathe happen tolſ'eare 
ſurpriſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of «q#®#z: 
fence, thar the aſſailant ſhall gain little Jpader 
it, bur the ſhame of an open repulſe, beifowe 
fure to find him impregnable. As for the#Þs, tt 
dnptuary,be has fo many expenſive huſts ro mam 
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ar Jrin, that he has difficultie enough how to gra= 
ee Jifie all chem in the diitribution of his wealth : 
4 Jibey are competitors to each other, yet joyn 
co keep out that which would bea common one 
nfiothem all. He char grudges not the wildeſt 
pil ffutions of his wealih, yec thinks an Alms 
6:81] undoe him, *Tis che Srand buſineſs of his 
uſe co contrive wayes ot expence : yer when - 
Rey object of chariue preſents one, he becomes 
 GÞrittie on the fudden, like the Sexfirzve plant 
nexJÞrioks ar that touch, and that open hand of 
typi clutches as talt, as it fome convulfion had 
heſGneraQted it, Thus rotally have men torgot 
 diipon what terms their wealch was given them, 
{enfjud chereby like miſerable Chymiis, excract 
fr yſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
heſing. Riches were delignep: by God to 
is40e ſubſeryienc-to thar Compaſſion which he 
-arÞ8s implanted in humane nature : but now 
ey are become the means of ſuppreſling and 
wiefadicating it. Rich men look upon poor, 
wits if they were creatures of another ſpecies, 
andÞings wherein they were perfectly unconcer- 
| theſied. *Tis Straaz's fancie, thar there is fuch a 
abk) pathy raiſed berwten two Needles touches 
ul yy the ſame Loadftone, that perſons at the 
tolreareſt aitance may by the conſent of their 
of dortion maintain 4 correſpondencie. 1 ſhall not 
le Fndertake tor the truch ot the Experiment, but 
beiifiowever merhinks *ris matter of reproach to 
:e /(6, rhat theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
mage much obſervable accord, as to give ge 
caly or 
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for ſuch a conjeQure, whilſt men who haye 
ſo many undoubted principles of union both hoy 
from nature and grace, haye quite extinguiſh- the 
ed all effects of rhem. That roo many havef uy/ 
ſo, there needs no other evidence then theſthey 
many unfuecour'd extremities of the Poor.Þden 
For how elſe can it become pollible, that oneſ twp 
rank of men ſhould gluttonize, and another} 2 
itarye ? Thar he that thinks it death to endureFfor 
either the want or moderation of a Mceal,{nan 
ſhould never conſider what are the gripingsFit, ] 
of the {till emptie ſtomach ? Thar he ſhouldJbat 
without all regret ſee his own humane natureÞ na: 
pining and languiſhing in the perſon of lisÞrte 
poor brother, whilſt in himſelf *cis oppreltjdoi 
with the quite contrarie exceſſes, and migltſheco 
be relieved} ia both by a more equal diſtributrF{cor 
on ? he 1s 
And now who can ſufficiently deplore,Jbanl 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay, or rather theJnich 
inhumanitie of the Rich ! This ſurely 1s theÞMer 
ſadder ſpectacle of the two : the one only lul-ſ{hal! 
ters, the other ſins. And that ſuffering too mayſjiul, 
endin eternal refreſhment, whereas the otherſllrer, 
in endleſs torment. Lazarus refts in Abrahamiitic 
boſome, when the uncharitable Glztton fries;Fſlici 
in perpetual flawes., And oh that this wereſa pet 
throughly weighed, that they would conlideÞiolts 
that everie degree of unmercifulneſsthey ſhewſon p 
to others, reyerts with a rebounded force up{red 
on themſelves i Alas, *cis not ſo much the poorſitter 
mans bodie, as their own ſouls, that ws an, 
theit 
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ave] their alms. And wheneyer they ſhut up their 
oth] bowels of compaflion from the one, what do 
{ſh-J they but o@E&&y17er Taper, ſeal up Gods ſtore- 
ave houſes and treaſuries from the other? When 
the they denie the crams from their zable, they 
or. Þ denie themſelves a drop of water to cool thetr 
One th FHEF, 
her] 22. But 1 fear this of 11liberalitie may paſs 
ureJfor a moderate crime in this Age, when ſo 
el, Jnany are guiltie of another ſo far rranſcending 
Ingit, For do we not fee divers, who inſtead of 
uldJabating their Exceſſes to relieye the Poor, do 
treſnainracs their Riot upon them ? If the deſpe- 
 bisÞrte Debes of poor Tradeſmen were examined, 
reltidoubc not this would appear a ſad truth. *Tis 
ipitiecome ſo faſhionable a thing to run into 
utrIcores, and ſo untaſhionable to pay them, that 
tels ſcarce thought well bred, that has not 
ore,Jtankrupted one ar leaſt of each Trade he deais 
rtheJyich, Their only care is to get credulous 
; theÞMerchants, who fo longas they truſt ſtourly 
{u-Yſhall have fair words, bur if once their faith 
mayJiul, then, as if the So/ifidiax doctrine had 
therfirerchr ir ſelf into Traffick as well as Divi- 
1amgJutie, they are pronounced Reprobates,and as 
1er;Folicitoully avoided as the Separats/+ ſhuns 
wereÞi perſon whom he is pleaſed ro call carnal, 
(iderolterns and obſcure paſſages are contrived, 
hewfon purpoſe to eſcape them ; ſo that a poor 
2 upſ(reditor muſt give many dayes, nay moneths 
poofittendances, betore he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentle- 
e forfinan, as to come but toask bis@wn; and then 
4 RM or wg wo eee. 2 {OO 
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the beſt return he uſually meets with, 1s ſome 
empcie Promiſes, to bribe 2 delay. But ſome. J; 
times he fares much worle, and as if *ewere 

a crime not to ſtarve filently, he 1s reviled and 
reproached, and harfh and contumelious lane Py, 
suape become his only payment. Jt has been 
received as a Maxim, That We are all kind 

to 047 own creatures; But this caſe ſhews 
*tis no unjyerſal rule; for thoſe who thug 
make poor men, are of all others the moſt 
barbarous to them 1n their poyertie. But leh 
thoſe who thus ſhuttle off their Reckonings fx 
with men, remember that there will come a 
day, when they ſhall not be able to decline i; 
their Accomptto God. And with what hor-$j 
rour and confufion mult they appear ar that fs; 
Audit, when they ſhall be charged nor only fg 
with the miſpending their own eltates, but rw; 
other mens, the haying added robberie to flgty 
unmercituineſs? 

23. If in the next place we ſhall reflet on 
the Apoſtles caution of zot being high-minaed itte'; 
or truſting in uncertain riches, we mult tum hy 
to our Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any ſhit 
fuch charge given, there is ſo little of it 106 
be read in mens practices. Humilitie is a plant, pert 
that is carefully weeded our of all rich grounds ſit 
accounted a mean degenerous qualitie, that Ii 
like Treaſon ettaints the blood, and forteiſce 
Nobiliie. Gentlemen, though they are for thei 
molt part very guiltleſs of the Phariſees abÞid 
Ttinence, the faſting rice a Week, do ye 
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fanſcribe the worſe patr'of Hiscopy,thie thinks 
ng they are not like other men; and believe ic 
juſticetliey owe their birth co do 6. They 
hye movinted theniſelyes aloft, and lookiti 
(wh froin thoſe pinacles of Honor, all betow 
ft little and contemptible, creeping thirlgg 
of thie eatth, Worms and no wehi, I attinot 
6 for confounding of Qualities, as tbiexact 
us tiey ſhould chooſe their Ihtimates* and 
lt Jompanions out of the loweſt rank. I Kttow' 
&t Fpidence as well as pride has drawti a\Par= 
09 Jition-wall. berween. ther ( though perhaps 
© 1 Fhelater has raiſed itto an utineceſſary height) 
ine Jiit 1 wiſhi ic might beremembred, that as the 
ore Brecepr of Not eating Blood was defigned nor 
bat ſhe ic (elf, bur as an hedge againſt' Mutder; ſo" 
nly Rar juſt diſtance which order recommends: 
but Tetween the Noble and'the mean, is vatuable 
* Why as a fehice againſt baſe andignoble praQt- 
&,true greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing' not" 
00 Rite perſons, but the vices of the vulgar. Yet 
ae Fete alas ! the ſence is quite changed; and ma- 
un Sywho look tlie moſt faſtidiouſly on'the one, 
uy Hill. yet mix freely with the other ; and while” 
10 ty ſoar the: higheſt in the opinionrof their” 
nt, mperiority, do' yer-ſtoopto the ſordid beſtia- 
ds ies of themolit abje& of men. Nay, indeed 
hat Rlls lure does ſometimes make many,of chem 
ercend even from' their punRilioes, andthoſe” 
cheÞio at anotlier meeting” muſt haye lookt for 
a other creatmenc but what: St. Zames de- 
ww} 74, 23. Stand thou ther or ſt here nn« 
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der my 1996 ſhall in the rounds of good 
fellowthip be equal with the beſt : ſuch a Le. þ 
veller is debauchery, that it takes off all di. 
ſtintions, But in the mean time how preat 
a ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives ſhall 
have force enough to make them thus degrade 
themſelves, when all the Engagements of Chrj- 
ſtianity are not able to do that which is much 
leſs, to abate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe Þe 0! 
{welling conceits of their own greatneſs, or (in 
the P/almifts phraſe) to make them k»ow them-Þ 


24, Nor has the other branch of the cauti-$ 
on any better ſucceſs among them. *Tis in ma-Þ 
ny of them roo diſcernible, that they place 
that traſt in ancertain riches, which they Þ 
ſhould repoſe only in the /iving God, ſo ma- FC 
king his gifts his rivals, and raiſing him aF 
competitor even of his own bounty, For this Þ 
we need no other waies of probation, thenÞ 
only to examine, whether it is, that in any cake Þ 
of difficulty or diſtreſs they make their earlielt F 
and moſt importunate addreſſes, for thereweF 
may conclude them to fix the greate!t cont} 
dence, And I fear *tis too apparent, that 
where wealth makes bur any the ſlighrelt pre- 
tences, promiſes the leaſt aid, though bur re-F 
mote, and at the ſecond hand, it has moſt of Þ#t: 
their applications. Thus in caſe of Diſeaſe, Þ 
they whoſe plenty enables them for the coltlier 
methods of cure,ls not their firſt reſort thither, Þ 


do not their Fees fly faſter then their Prayers? Ft, 
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e {ind are they nor much haſtier to invite the 
i. $byſician, then the Divine ! Nay, indeed the 
at Ritter is ſcarce eyer admitted, till the former 
all ive forſaken them; a ſhrewd indication, 
de ſhtere their prime hopes are built. So again 
rj- any diſaſtrous eyenc,the 1. eſſay is wherher 
< Sony will heal the wound. He that is under 
Je ſe diſpleaſure of a Superior, ſeeks to appeaſe 
(in ypreſents or buyes the friendſhip of a Blaſt- 
mb, As 12.20. to mediate for him. He that 
brought before a Tribunal, endeayours with 

ti- ſeſame golden Engine to draw off his Profe- 
na- ior, to bend and incline his Judge. He 
ace Fiole Wealth makes him purſued as a deſire. 
wy Peprey, expects his ſafety even from that 
na« ich is che original of his danger ; and as if 
naſa Scorpion it alone could cure its own 
this ÞÞg, tries whether a parc will ſecure the 
hen Þiole. And in the mean time no attempt is 
aſe Þ& to call in God to their reſcue, as if he 
eſt Frrean idle unconcern'd ſpectator of humane 
wears, or ſo inconſiderable an Ally, as not to 
nf- Frorth the care of engaging him on their 
thatÞ®. Nay even in their laſtand dreadfulleſt 
re Ipger, many ſeem not to quit their depen- 
re- ice on their wealth, ſome Teſtamentary 
t of 0itzes muſt then do wonders for them, and 
aſe, Þ for all thoſe fruits of repentance, which 
lier Þuld ſecure them from the wrath ro come, 
her, Fa thoſe that have drunk the blood of the 
ers? (t, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate in- 
and Pieir Eſtates, think by diſgorging fome 
G 2 ſmall 
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{mall part of it (which perhaps lies crude, ng — 
vs ſo digelted) ina Legacy to eaſe their con-J® 
ciences: ſo adapting their reſticutions to theirÞ®® 
rapines, only in this one reſpect, that thoſe xz nl 
well as theſe are of another mans goods , they bf 
never commencing, till death hath diſſeizedÞ** 
them of all propriety, as if the 5niquzty of th a 
Fathers were in this {ence to be viſited wpon ths 
children, Thus their Wills become ther only 
paſs-port,to conyey them to Abrahams boſon J<* 
and by thus cajuling the poor at parting 
they truſt to extinguiſh the clamors of all tor-F 
mer oppreſſions, and in ſpight of Se/omox will 
hope,that Riches ſhall profit in the day of wrath 
It will not here be pertinent to inquire how® 
many other objects of Trukt they have, which 
divert them from that one, to which the Apot® 
ſtle directs them. It may ſyffice in, general, toff 
ſay, that none can be ſuppoſed indeed to rrufiF 
#x the living God, but thole who by fincere 
piety qualife themſelves for his proteQon 
according to which meaſure *cis.to be feareF 
many even of the faireſt pretenders will beexf 
cluded. | 
25. If now we proceed to the /aft part of th 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of TemperaniÞi. 
we may without an Anger divine the rerutlF”: 
of that Inqueſt, For it. having formerly apyF 
peared, thatthey turnthar ſtream which ſhouk 
flow in Charity, to make the fuller current ig 
their Luxury, *cis viſible they are far from GF 
ſigning any {clf-denial. Bur if har inferen /* 
| werQ* 
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P xere not proof enough of it, they daily give 
gocnlar demonitrations : W har itudious pro- 
nlions do they make for the fleſh zo fulfill the 
Aufs thereof ? Rom. 13.14. Nature attords not 
-eaWar delicate enough for their palars, it mult 
-,j, | 4dulteraced with the coſtly mixcares of 
thts before Itcan become Gemile nouriſh- 
\nyfent. And in chis they are arrived co ſuch a 
on $cenels, that Cookery is become a very my- 
no Jetious trade, the Kitchin has almoſt as many 
for. JaTicacies as the Schools, And che quantity 
--\{{the1r meac is not leſs extravagant then the 
ind; One char did but examine their Bz/ls of 
re, would think the Dogs appetite were the 
M-Ifdemick diſeaſe among them, if he did nor 
a ronfider chey had Eyes to be fed as well as 
il roffflies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform, as not 
raþÞ have their Drink bear a full proportion 
cerÞub their Meat, and *twere well if it did no 
on $ore, chat their Drinking had bur thoſe {er 
areW0urs Of cheir Meals, that fo there might be at 
ext ſome intervals and pauſes in their De- 
" Buches, whereas now many perſons allow 
of chÞ*mſelves no longer intermiſlions then may 
ang" qualitie chem for a new Excels, recover 
erurÞ*c wits only fo far, as may puc them in ca» 
yay city of loſing chem again, 

oul$.26- Burt belides theſe, rhere is ayother /ort 
nt fol £799 4/60n for the fl:ſh, of which they are 
m d&Þ {els lolicitous, and which many buy 1a 
rene very dear rates. The embraces ofa Wite 
wer@* 35 nauſeous to them,as Marx to the 1/r4- 
7 | G 3 elites, 
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- elites. Tis Variety they hunt after, and, 
rhey might have the Turks Seraglio, theff 
would not ſtick to take his Mahometaniſ 
withall. Nay if that were as agreeable to thaf 
reaſon to belieye, as to 'thelr inclinationst 
imbrace, they would certainly reckon it 
conſiderable part of the prize, as that whicht@ 
the preſent poſieſſion ſuperadds a liberal 
verſion of thoſe brutiſh delights, and woulf 
think they had made a very commodious bar 
ain, to have ſo exchanged the Chriſtianspreif 
ſent purity, and futnre heaven. 

27. Toall theſe exceſſes, that of their 4 
paret does perfectly correſpond : fo much co | 
ſo much buſineſs goes to it, that one miayalf 
moſt as cheaply and eaſily rig our a Ship, : 
et out a Gentleman 1n his compleat Equipage 
How many Artifhcers go there to the piecingf 
him'up! He that ſhould aſligne him onet$| 
each Limb, would much contract the numbet 
which is indeed fo great,that if it were compuſ} 
red *twould be found it conitituted moſt of th 
Trades in a Commonwealth. A ſtrange d*"* 
proportion, that the Little world ſhould {'” 
much outvie the Greater, and a lively inſtaneſ®** 
it is of the multiplying faculty of Vanity, thaſf® 
can improve Natures ſimple neceſſity of coff 
yering, to ſuch an exorbitant exceſs, and hafſ'© 
nuritup the fir{t Fig-leaves to ſuch a luxurianF 
growth, that the Hercynian Oaks which Mel 
tells ſuch wonders of, are bur a kind of Pigny,” 


plant to them that thus oyerſpread the wotld {1 
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Mind from covering of Shame, are grown to 

Mhadow and darken Reaſon it (elf, ſo creating 

K Moral nakedneſs, whilſt they hide a Na- 
wal. 

28. To allthe reſt we may add their Spores 
nd Recreations, the expenſiveneſs whereof 
n0 way inferior to all the former. Gaming, 

Fic a Quickſand, ſwallows up a man ina mo- 
tent ; and how many ſuch W recks have theſe 
"Witter Ages produced? Hawks, and Hoxnds, 
Rad Horſes,&c.are fomwhat ſlower deyourers, 
Fet as they are manag'd by ſome, tend much 
Tthe ſame end: ſorhat methinks ſuch-men 
em to make the ſame menace to their Eſtates, 

ich Goliah did to David, 1 Sam. 17. 44. 

W will give thee to the fowvls of the air, and to 
be beaſts of the field. Such vaſt numbersof 
hem they have, and thoſe kept with ſuch 

Wiceneſs and curioſity, as if they had a defigne 
bdebauch the poor animals, and infe& them 
th their luxury. *Tis now no news in the 

Meeral ſenſe, to have the Childrens bread given 

$ Dogs, and it may withina while be as little, 
d have not only their children, but themſelves 

Santic. For Prodigality is of the nature of 
be Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 

Welch which gave it birth, and AZe20x's fate 

both Emblem and Story, ro be eaten up 

th his Dogs. | 

1h, 29- We have ſeen now how much their 
Iraftice (werves from their Daty : Let us next 

$ little conſider, whether they might not be 
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happier, if they were regulated by it. And lts 1 


firlt, a prudent overſight of their Eſtates i 
furefar from beipg ſuch an opprefling burde: 
as ſome are willing to fancy it. For if it bg 
moderate, and ſuch only 1 recommend, it 
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ſuppoſed to exclude all painful and diſquieting 3 
ſolicitudes, and then it becomes only of thin 
nature of a Diverttſement, helps chem offiilem; 


with-ſome of tholeſpare hours, whoſe empti 


neſs becomes their load, and which they woulerh: 


elſe bein pain, and probably at no ſmallcof 


eo diſpoſe of. And 1ifſce not why it ſhould nofþ 


be fall as pleaſant at the inſtant, to talk « 


their' own affairs, as of other mens, (whidar 
yet are the uſual entertainment of thoſe tha 


negle&ttheir own, ) to,take up Accomptsa 


home, as Reckonings at the Tayern : And Wwe 
am ſure *cis much more ſo inthe conſequenceirare 
of it, 4s much as peace 1s above diſcor ee 


and:'tymult, plenty above mdigence and ne 
ceſtity. 


3o. Next for Contentment, univerſal co:4 


ſent ſuperſedes the labor of” proving that &þ i 
bappineſs, it being unanimouſly accorded tan 
be theElixer and quinteſfence of ajl that prefſ 
tendsto that title ,” to be to all theſe outwarhe 
things, as the foul: is roche body, that which 
animates and infpirits them, without whiclilac 
theyare bur dead, yea noiſome carcaſſes, pre 
ſures inſtead of enjoyments, This is the trudkk 
Bhiloſophers ftone, thax turns all ic touchodic 
into gold ; the poor man is Rich with it, avon 
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—— 


a Advantage of Wealth. 


i fs Richeſt poor without ir. Whoever there- 
; fire deſires to improve his eſtate, lethimn be. 
enfliio-his culture or bhusbandry upon his mind, 
A12ot there this Tree of life, the ſhade whereof 
Apill yield bun a perpetual refreſhment, *rwill 
inlaake him alwaies as Rich as he defires to be , 
Yud he certainly knows not what he asks, that 
MWmands more. 
31. The next Duty, that of Liberaliry,may 
xbaps be thought nor to have ſo amiable ag 
Wipect ; bur it is only by thoſe who look upon 
tchrough falſe Glaſſes : men generally conſi- 
it as @ piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine 
amed by Divines to force open their Cofters, 
ud plunderthem withourt a War. Bur if they 
Would but turn the right end of the Peyſpe. 
nd Wie, *rwould then have a quite contrary ap- 
nceMarance, they would diſcern that it is the 
ans to multiply, not diminiſh their ſtore, 
nore profitable way of uſury, then any the 
needielt extortioner hath ever found out.” Tis 
lending to the Lord. Prov.19. 17. who ſure- 
7 1s the moſt ſolvent Debtor any can deal 
uh,and one who never makes ſcanty retriby.. 
ops. This Iam confident might be atteſted 
rentually true by all thoſe who have attempt- 
Ito make the experiment. The only prejudice 
at can lie againſt cheir Teſtimony 1s the pau- 
el of thoſerhat have fo atrempred(and would 
God men: wauld conſpire to ſolve that ob- 
Fon) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
1 Wpn'd to give in their accompts, I'doubt nor 
tie It 
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it would appear their bounty had enriched, ngt | wit 
impoveriſhed them. I am ſure [ have mer with | the 
ſeveral remarkable inſtances of it, but never. 3 
yet with one to the contrary : and therefore if ſon 
either reaſon or preſident may have force, he Yf*© 
that conſiders bur rightly his own temporal In- of | 
tereſt cannot but have appetite to this Duty, the! 
in reſpe& of himſelf. And yet where thereare 405 
any bowels,this is but a faint inducement com-J* 
pared with that which ariſes from the calami. finc 
ties of the perſons to be relieved. The wants of 1%” 
the Poor areloud and paſſionate Orators, ſuch broz 
as cannot miſs to work upon any, on whom! 
covetouſneſs hath not firlt wrought the unhap- ina 
py Matamorphoſss, of turning them into ſtone, Y*2 
And theſe having once conveyed into a mans Tr 
minde a compatllionate regret, himſelf groans be 
under that preſſure, which he ſees cruſhing doc 
the other : and then what can be more pleaſant I 
then by a ſeaſonable chariry to eaſe both?None 4s 
doubts of the Receivers delight, but ſure that hay 
is ſhort of the Givers, by how much the interi- the 
or ſence is more ſubtile and acute then the ex- jud 
rerior. Would God thoſe who make it their ſ'b0 
rrade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but his 
this One piece of Epicuriſme, and then I doubt} 
not, they would acknowledge that all meatis}*©3 
inſipid, compared with that, which they eat tor 
with the poor mans mouth, the moſt ſplendidg*? 
apparel fordid and inglorious, in reſpe& of and 
- that they wear upon his back; and all pleaſures IÞ* 
and recreations joyleſs and uncaſie, ballanced Jt 
with 
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| vith thoſe tranſcendenc delights which attend 
I the exerciſe of Chriſtian liberaliry, 


[their own excellencies. 
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32. Nor have they in the next place any rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe& the Apoſtle treacherous to their 
reſent interelt, when he ſeeks ro diſpoyle them 
of that either Priae, or confidence, which 
their riches are apt to create. For the former 
tis certain all haughry perſons may very pro- 
perly interrogate themfelyes In that forme, we 
hind Wi/d. 5.8. What hath Pride prefited us, or 
What good hath riches with our vaunting 
browght 115?1t would ſurely puzzle the moſt ex- 
perienced man to detine what there is in Pride, 
that can afford any felicity. The utmoſt thar 
can be pretended 1s, that it isa lively chearful 
thing to have good thoughts of ones ſelf, but 
te that can in earneſt make this plea for Pride, 
does in juſtice owe as fair an encomium to Bed- 
km: tor according to this meaſure that con- 
ins the happieſt people, there being thoſe, 
that are the moſt highly rapt in the opinion of 
Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good EleRion for the place, thar 


heir {ſhould look upon it with appetite. But admit 


7 but 
oubt 


this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, yet it is 
the parent ofa far greater uneaſineſs, and like 


eatis Jacarcals breeds a worm, that deyours it ſelf. 
y eat for he that looks on himſelf with ſuch reve- 
ndid Fence, exacts that all others ſhould do ſo too, 
& of find when he fails in that aim (as none fo fre- 
ſures {ently does, as the proud) what diſquiets and 
nced Mpatiencies is he under:ſuch as tatinitelyover- 


with 


whelm 
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pretends to exalt, it debaſes, whilſt it elevates 


whelm all the pleaſure of his yain complacer- 
cies. A little diſreſpe&t from Aordicat is able 
to evacuate all Hamays proſperity. Such a 
cheat and impoſtor 1s Pride, that whillt it 


a man above others, it really ſubjects him to 
them, puts him in their power to corment and I 
cruciate, and whilit it makes ſhew of adyan- 
cing, *tis but in the ſame manner that the Rack J, 
extends the ſtature by diflocating che joyns, Þ.. 
And then I hope *cwill be no unfriendly office 
to perſwade men, to keep themſelves from}. 
that engine of pain, or tro recommend to them 
ſuch an humiliry of mind,as may preſerve them, 
in that fecurity and compoſedneſs, which 
is fundamentally neceſſary to all true happi-&;. 
nels. 
33- The very ſame judgment is to be made 
of the other branch of the caution, the »Þ}, 
truſting in uncertain riches, but in the living. 
God : which is moſt viſibly every mans preſent 
concernment, He that can entertain a doubr off 
it, let.him bur {all into the hands of ſome rea; 
cherous or but impotent perton, thar ſhall ini 
ſome important atfairs betray his truſt, or de 
cetye his hopes, and then let him cell me whey, 
ther it be not a mans Immediate and moſt pret\F, 
ſing intereſt, co build his confidences on che 
rock, not on the ſand. Nothing but the ama 
Zing exigencies of a finking man,can excuſe the 
folly of catching at reeds, but he that ſhoulc 
geliberately ele& ſuch ſupporters, would be 
mo thought 


—_— 
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- Ythought as mad, as he is ſure to be miſerable. 

i Fler chis is but che faint and imperfet emblem 
| I fhim who refts upon his wealth ; whereas on 
The other fide he that ſhelters himfelf under the 
TYhadow of the Aimighty, is poſſeſt of a moſt 

© Yoexpugnable fortrels. For how can. he fail of 
F curity that has Omnipotence for his guard, 
"* for be deluded in bis crulis, that depends. on 
7" Fſruth ic ſelf? Ler theſe fo diſtantGares be com- 
G& tared, and chen furel ſhall nor need; roantict- 

* Fateany mans judgment, bur may leave him 
dl pronounce on. which, {ide his tntezeſt, as 
"hell as Duty, lies.in this particular. 

34, Laltly, Temperance allo puts in her 
=" kim to Pleaſure, which I preſume thoſe walk 
"— Þ+ lure to refilt, who place that wholly in the 
P” BiisfaRtion of the ſeniua] appetite. Yet I be 
te one might take even, theſe: mem in; ſuch a: 


de Þ on, when, they. ſhould. be forced: to: give: 
"ne their verdi& for. it. Come to, the:Glurrow 
en ben he is labouring undey the loadobanaevers 


Flarged-itromack; to the Drankard whenhis 
"Y ornings. qualm, 1s revenging on him his laſk 


nl ol" ts, debauch:; to the {tf}, perſon, when: 
oe torment of his bones. admoniſh: him:of the 
bo: ds of his fleſh: andthen: ask& them:;wherhaey- 


emperance be natmoregleaſant-rhen.itecan- 


Ire 
| rhe 


ut Confeſſors, but will then betray his cauſe. 
Wit chis virtue is in it ſelf roo amiable ro need 
Sy of theſe foyls to illuſtrate ir, the pleaſure 
| þ& ſpbduing a Juſt, of denying an appetite, 


ugh ” 


> th 


. Ican ſcare& think the Deyilihas anyeſuch: 
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'38 not only nobler, but greater then any is to he | 
had in the moſt tranſporting moment of ſati(- | 
fying them. [Every man will call him a brute, | 
that when an Enemy is in the field loſes the op. 
portunity of a glorious victory, and expoles f 
himſelf to certain Captivity, rather then for- Þ 
ſake his liquor, or other ſordid pleaſure. And I ( 
this is jult the deciſion of the preſent caſe, our | 
luſts are our mortalle[tEnemies,andevery time | 
they aſſault us, *cis in our choice either by re. 
fiſting them to gain a ſignal conqueſt, or elf 
by ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable cures they hold 
Out tO us, to be vanquiſhed by them. He that 
chuſes the laſt, it he have any ſhadow of plea- | 
ſure, *tis only that of a Beaſt, (like an horſe Þ, 
who though he hath indeed the fatisfation of 
receiving meat, yet he alſo takes the bridle, yea 
the whip too from the ſame hand) *Tis the 
former only, that is the pleaſure of a mar, Þ 
which I ſuppoſe ſufficient to evince to which 
the difference belongs.For ſure none can think 
God hath been ſo unkind to his own imagein 
humane nature, as in the diſpenſation of feli- Þ, 
city to aflign the larger ſhare to the Brates. U?.. 
And therefore in this particular as well as the 
reſt we may conclude, that he is not only the 
moſt pious but the moſt happy perſon, that | 
makes the right uſes of his wealth, 
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Uf the third Advantage, that 
7 | of T ime, 


Et us now proceed to the third ad- 
vantage,that of Time: which though 
men do often ſo induſtriouſly wall, 
aSifit were rather a burden then an 
rantage, yet the differing eltimates they 
ke of it, when it is neer expiring, the paſli- 
ate Death-bed wiſhes ofa few daies reprieve, 
tneſs that it has a reall value, For were ic 
empty uſeleſs thing, it would not then be. 
ito appear conlider rable, when all other va- 
'S Srow In contempt with us. The unhap- 
iſs of it is, that men learn to prizeit, as 
do moſt other good things, rather by the 
nt, then the enjoying, buy the skiil of tra- 
8 with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
* Kintain the traffick, and then only come to 
unt it a treaſure, when they can no longer 
joſe it to any benefit ; and that diſpoſing 
ne isir that can render it truly valuable. Ic 
erefore a molt neceſſary providence to 
n this art of improvement, this piece of 
tual husbandry, without which a mans 
becomes that accurſed ſoyle, the Apolile 
mentions, 


= 
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mentions, Heb. 6, 8. Whoſe end 25 to be burned 
Let us therefore a while examine what areſſ 
thoſe imployments of our Time, which mayſ 
renderit moſt fertile to our preitent comfort 
and future accompr, 

2. Every man fayes (though perhaps fey 
conſider) that ozr time here is but a prologue t, 
Eternity elſe where, and that the condition of 
that eternity, whether happy or miſerable, d 
pends upon the well husbanding of this tim 
Fhar rheretore and that only can' be che righÞ 
managery ofir,which tends ro make our fatur 
eſtate as happy, as it is ſure to be laſting. Tal 
this purpoſe God hath chalked us our ſong 

: lines of Duty, from whence ſo many 
leffer do ariſe, as will, if we will permit them 
ewift and wind themſelves with every hot 
ofourlives. And though theſe duries are in thQÞ4.. 
kmd of thenr obligatory to all conditionsofi 
men, yetfrequenter Acts of them are expecteqhir 
from'thoſe, whoſe Qualities and fortunes gh 
them more-vacancy from ſecular toyls. 

3. Forcerrainly'it is not to be fancied, th 
God who has pur an aRtive principle into on 
mture; ſhould induſtrioufly provide for tighhve 
ſupprefling irs operations in any, deyore ſuc 
&Selet number of men,as an Heratombertob 
offered'up to Idleneſs. And' yer much leſs catfen 
it berhoughr, that he ſhould ſo' promote thai 
iniquity,. which he profeſſes to hate, as to dl 
En them to: the purſuits of char, Manumiflife, 
Big from/Jabor, tolcave them freer or er 
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d if neither of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their 


dare were not indulged them either that 


might do nothing,or do ill, there remains 

ly a third end imaginable, and that is che 
ung good, ( for as tor Sports and Paſtimes, 
belt of them come ſo near to ]dleneſs, and 
worſt of them to Vice, that as rhe one is 
itto be allowed any, ſo the otherno conſide- 
ble part of thetr time. ) Now becaule noxe zx 
{but one, that is God, Mario. 18. we can 
ke our meaſures of good actions only from 


& preſcription; and ſo thoſe which he has 


mmended as ſuch tro Mankind in general, 


int out to this particular rank of men the na- 
We of cheir Exercites, as their efpectal Vacan- 


and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
4. And firſt thoſe of Pirty towards God 
dy challenge a great ſhare of their Time. 
r whereas God may ſeem to have limited 
lcontined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule 
preferring mercy to themſeives before ſacri- 
zro him; he does by exemprins the rich from 
jle neceſlities tacitly require their devorron 
Iwellup to ſome proportion with his bounrie 


Wurcem, who being freed from rhoſe weights 


» de 


amy 


rewirh others are clogged and incumbred, 
n nature it ſelf ſuggeits rhe expeQarion of 
ir ſoaring higher. He has put them ata 
lance from the meaner cares and ſollicitudes 
life, as if he were jealous thoſe might prove 


viceSrivals, and keep them from growing into 
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a Cloſer intimacie wh himſelf. And ſhall this F 
deſign of his love be defeated? And when hehasif 
thus ſecured himſelf from one ſort of Compe. 4 
titor, ſhall more and baſer be ſought our," 
every the triflingelt and vileſt Entercainmentf 
be courted to come and ſupplant him? Thi 
were indeed to anſwer that odious characer 
ofthe Adultereſs, Extkh,16.34. which was not 
ſolicited, but did ſolicit, And thole that c; 
make ſuch unworthy and proyoking retur 
to ſo endearing a kindneſs, eyince themſelye 
deltitutenot only of grace, but of all degree 
of common good nature. For when he ſo pre 
jeRs for their familiaritie and converſe, wha 
can be more inhumane and ingrate, thenth 
{cornfully to decline it ? Yet under this charg 
all thoſe will certainly fall, who do not implo 
( nay devote ) eyerie day ſome conſiderabl 
part of this their vacant time to the keepingyu 
their intercourſe with God, by Reading, Prayf 
er, and Meditation. 

5. In the next place, Themſelves put into 

a part. But here I mean not thoſe brutiſl 
ſenſual ſelves, which have in many ( like Phe 
raoh's lean kine ) devoured the nobler anf] 
more excellent; but it is the more divinean 
ſublimared part of them, on which their tim. *. 
is to be laid out. And here they can never we yy 
buſineſs, that being in ſeveral reſpects averiÞ p 
proper obje of their diligence. For firſt, thel p 
Underftandings, how clear and vigorousla. 1 
cyer, attain not their height at once, 4 rb 


_ 
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tlike Adam created in a ſtate of maturitie 
perfeRion, bur like his degraded poſteritie 

ke gradual motions towards it, adyance by 
eral ſteps and degrees of proficiencie ; nor 
-Þn wein this life aſcend to ſuch a No# ultra, 
Excludes a poſſibilitie of growth. Sothat 
adyantage of Education can ſuperſede the 
of Aiter-induſtrie, that being (till ablero 

ike farther improvements, bring in new ac- 
ions to their Knowledge. And this is ſo 
ting an entertainment,as-may verie reaſon- 

y expect their companies ſome hours of the 

in their Studies. 

6. Bur though this be a conſiderable, yet 
"Ftnot the weightieſt part of thar care the 
"We themſelves. For as the Soul conſider'd 
Wiis /9t cet, may thus become their Pupil, 

In its Zorals it has often need co bertheir 
Wicnt. For chough inits Original Conſtirution 

as perfectly pure and healthie, yet by in- 
ting in this peſthoule the Fleſh, ic hath 

qfcracted much of its contagion; and b 
, # much the more delicare and refined its 
. an Poſition is, ſo much the more mortal are 
anF4iſeaſes to which ir is ſubject. It will there- 
frequire a cloſe and warie attendance. A 
lician that has a nice and render Patient, 
{ be verie aſliduous in his care, obſervant 

yer! 

E $ fymproms, watchful againſt all accidents; 
us of ſo certainly ſhould men be here, they 
uld make dayly obſeryations how theit 

Tully ſtrength increaſes or decayes, what 

H 2 Humour 
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Humour n.o{t predominates, whether Choler 
boil-up into rage,Phelgm freez into floth; whe. 
therthe Sanguineneſs of their cemper ,nakef,; 
them !luſtful, or the Melancholy revengetu| 
and accordingly apply their ſpiritual Purgg 
tives, the Baths, or the Paleftra, pretcriþe 
rules of Diet and Exerciſe. And doubtlel,. 
whoever makes theſe dayly {tri inſpedtiongl,? 
into himſelf, will by che ineli1mable benefith, 
receivesfrom it, be taught how great a ble, 
ſing his Time is, and how much a greaterti 
have gracechus to zmploy ic, | 
7. Butthough a ſans ſelf be a Provi 

wide enough to take up a good part of hiff, 
time, yet muſt he not ſo ingrols it, as todeſ 
fraud his Neighboxr, who has allo a rightt,, 
ſhare in it, God having made man atcert 
own Image, has (as part ot that) itamped upoſf,, 
him the Bonntie and Communicartivyenels df 
his nature: and therefore when we live whollff,. * 
to our. ſelyes, we raſe and detace that imprelWh. 
And when *tisremembred that the heinoulne .. 
even of Murder is by God pronounced toariff 7 
from the violation of his Image, Gen. 9... 
paritie of reaſon muſt conclude this no ligh, 4 
guilt. Nor is it only our Goods we are ton; 
part ( tor that were a very partial Tranſcrigh, . 
of that Bountie we are to imitate, which gy, . 
us ſo much beſides ) but in general whatevQ, 
other Abilitie we have by which our neighhd 
may receive adyantage: and ſo a. man hss 
many imployments of his time, as he . 

ng; 
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zor can make opportunities of doing good 
hers. 1 ſay make ; for ſure ſince God hath 
Klticured Love to our neighbour one of the 
lamental laws to Mankind, we are not 
jok upon 1t only as anaccident or caſualtie, 

as a Main and deliberate buſineſs of our 

, not reter it wholly ro chance whether 
Thr we ſhall do an a& ofthis kinde, or no, but 
ultriouſly ſeek out and improve occaſions, 

s we finde the Liberalitie of our Bleſſed 

| repreſented to us in the parable of the 

_ « Supper, Lake 14.16. where there was 
Konly liberal proviſions made for fuch as 
ld come in, but importunitie uſed ro draw 
Tn, particular inyitations made to the poor 
the maimed, the halt and the blind, and 

1 that brought not in Gueſts enow, the 
h-wayes and Hedges were to be raniacked, 

a general Preſs, asit were, made of men, 
receive not the Earneſt-pennie of Death, 
ich is uſually the {ignitication of our Preſs- 
ey) but the Antepaſt of Eternal life. Oh 

t all thoſe who pretend to greatneſs of 
nd, would copie out this Muniticence, that 
&y would prevent mens deſires, ard invite 
m to come and be obliged by them. For 
It of this, many occaſions of doing bene- 
are loſt; the modeſtie of ſome, perhaps the 

le of others, averts them from requeſting 
aſſiltances they moſt need. It were there- 

” Bethe nobleſt Studie a Gentlemancould enter- 

"]Whimſ{&{f with, ro ſearch the yarious Wome 
_ Ra H 3 'n 
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of thoſe within his ſphere. But then he muſfſime 
be ſureco do it with a candid deſign, the mor 
opportunely to apply himfelt to their aid; h 
mult noc treacherouſly inquire, who want 
knowledge, to deride, butinſtruct them, nc 
hunt our a debauched perſon, to make him hiſf 
Companion, but his Conyerrt , not finde ou 
quarrels to foment, but compoſe them; in 
word, not pry into other mens concernment ſe 
like a buſie-bodie,bur a Friend , not to comp! 
with his own curioſfitie, but their need; An 
now he that pays a juſt Tribute of his Time i 
theſe three grand Duties, will ( when the oth 
dues to Nature, temporal Afﬀairs, and necef 
farie Civilities are deducted) not have mucht 
ſacrifice either to Jdleneſs or Vice, but ws 
rather think he wants Time then Buſineſs. 

8. Butalas, thefull le;ſure chey general 
finde for the dire& contrarie employ men 
witneſſes too irrefragably that they are nd 
thus takenup. It is true indeed, we tinde Go 
ofcen intheir Mouths, bur it is rather in Oatl 
then Prayers; asf they meant their profa 
tions ſhould be the only teltimonie that the 
beheved a Deitie, How many are there uy |: 
protelt Votaries to Bacchz, that their Kne 
are reſeryed only for him, neyer to be bel 
bur in drinking of Healths; that ſeem to 
enacted to themſelves the prophaner part 
Darins's Law, Dans. 6. 7. that of ag i 
Petutien of Ged, onely herein out-yying MMF 
chat theirs is tor an indefinite, not init evi 

tiny” 
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nulline . who reckon Saying of Prayers among 
1or@hoſe pedantick rasks ot their childhood, which 
. h&apire with the Kod and Ferxla,and can never 
antſſhink fit ro debaſe their more Manly tate to 1t, 
 noffialeſs perhaps a reſtlels night may force them 
n hifi call it into ſupply the place of a more uſual 
> ouffind pleaſing Anodyne. Whether this be not 
in Re pitch of many Genr/emens Deyotion, | ap= 
entyal to any that obſerves their practice. 
mplfſ 9. Nor have they much more todo inthe 
Anfibrarie,then the Oratorie, unleſs it be itored 
ie rith Romarces: any deeper ſort of reading 
xh$3 formidable to them, as the Mines or Gal- 
eceleys ; nor do they without wonder look at 
chr{dole who can voluntarily ſet themſelves to 
wig at thoſe Oars. Burt Divinitie 1s beyond all 
thers under prejudice with them, decried not 
raifaly as a crabbed, but #»genrile itudie, fo 
jent]at upon pain of Reproach, noneare to know 
> nore of it, then may juſt qualifie them to de- 
 Goffideit ; or read the Bible to any other purpoſe, 
arh{Wen to enable them to blaſpheme God in his 
fanSiwn ſtile. If theſe men may be faid ar all ro 
 theonyerſe with God, it is in the ſame manner, 
e ſudſat the Phariſees did with our Saviour, with 
Kneſſde inſidious deſign of extangling him in his 
 befjdk, Marth. 22. And ſure the more time 1g 
) hayſaus ſpent, the worſe. 
art 10. Proportionably to this they acquit 
ing Faemſelves of the other parts of this Dutie , 
; hinfſtat 75-5e which chey ſhould beſtow either in 
mitFeyveating or curing their ſpiritual Maladies, 
tiny” H 4 they 
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they lay out wholly in contracting or increz: 
ſing them. They have made a moit {trict league 
with the kleth, and like tairhtul Contederates Jand 
they omit no endeavor to itrengrhen its Partie, ther 
to tupply it with treth torces, the expenceot | 1 
their whole day is managed wholly in order yhi 
tothatend, thus thac they may be ſureto fothe 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give gle 
it a nouriſhing breakfaic of Sloth in the morn. paſt 
ing, a fuil meal of glutronie ar noon, beſides fithe 1 
multitudes of colliations in obtcene Ditcourſe fſelye 
and Fancies, ali che day : and with thele Aux- fterh 
zliaries, 1t need not doubt to maintain the Field Yno 1 
againſt poor macerated Chaſtitie. $o again, {ely, 
leſt Sobrietie ſi.ould happen to ſurpriſe them, fsfo 
and gain bur the honour ot one Day, how vigi- ama 
lant are they to-give 1t the firſt aſſault ? ScatceFtis 
a day that they draw r.ot up in Baralia againſt Yund, 
ic, and ſeldom mils g1ving 1t a total Rout , andfJpreh 
ti Sleep like a Milt betriend it ro {teal uponnor 
chem in the morning again, yet that little Suce Ywhic 
ceſs is but a preparation to a more ſignal De-ſſke t 
featin the afternoon, which 1s with many, afſths 
timeallorted wholly to theſe skirmiſhes , per-ſbrea. 
haps the chaſe tojlowed all night, nay, pur-JHun 
fued ſo far by ſome, ill an habicual Sortiſhnebſthat 
ſaye them the labour of theſe Quotidian Com-JCalli 
bats. Nor is their Pride fo affronted, as to'beflorH 
forgot 1n the diſtribution of their Time,a goodſthoſ 
ſcantling of it is cut our to its uſe; ſome inJpaſti 
concriving and deſigning their Cloaths, andfitis c 
{ome in putting them on; ſome in _ Wm 
90054171 
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themſelves, and {ome in projecting to be ad- 
nired by others, ſame in hearing flatteries, 
and more in reflecting and ruminating upon 
them. 

11. As for thoſe broken parcels of 7 ime, 
which are not thus devoted to theſe or ſome 
other ſer and folemn Senſualities, they are 
cleaned up by Sports and unlignificant 
raſtimes: nay, even ſome who abſtain from 
the former, do yet ſo wholly abandon them- 
flyes to the latter, that their lives become ut- 
erly unprofitable. Under this number I have 
no intention to include all who allow them- 
ſelves Recreations; I know ſome diyertiſement 
${o neceſlarie both to the Bodie and Mind of 
aman, that if it keep within moderate bounds, 
tis but a juſt debt ro himſelf, and cannor fall 
under any 11! character : but that which is re- 
prehenſible in this matter, is the Exceſs and 
nordinacie of it, the making that a buſineſs, 
which ſhould be bur a diverſion. And this we 
ke too uſual with many, who abfurdly ſtretch 


, ate priviledge of their Gerril:zir, even till jt 
YXer-ſireak , purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
ur-JHunting, &-c. ſo vehemently and affiduouſly, 
nelsthat ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
om-WCallings; never conſidering that a Faulconer 
o-beJor Huntſman is indeed as mean a Yocation, as 
oolFthoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
ce nfpaſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
anditis time, he does in it extreamly reproach 
rioghiimſelf, tacicely confeſſes, that he is unfit for 
(Ms generous 


A 
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enerous and manly imployments, and all 
himſelf Childe, while he thus trifles and plays | 
away his dayes, | 
12, I know not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File ; for 
though the nature oftheir imployment belong 
ro 1t, yer there are ſuch con(iderable ruinous 
eftets of it, as ſeem to place it in thenumber 
of more ſerious Ills. And indeed, though! 
Cuſtom hath called it play, yet the many anxi-J ti 
ous fears and uneaſie Commotions which uſual- 
ly attend it, evince the great improprietie of | 
the Title, and would more reaſonably haye 
given it a name of the direc contrarie import- 
ance. But as feigned names are commonly an 
art of concealing perſons, ſo this Trade af- 
ſumes the ſtile of Divertiſement, indeed to dif- 
Suiſe its true original, which undoubtedly 
Covetoulneſs. For what imaginable cauſe can 
there be aſligned, beſides the deſire of Win- 
ning,that ſhould make men yenture what the 
are ſo unwilling to loſe ? Ir is certain, he 
that plays for a Peece, has as much of the di 
vertlye part, as he that ſtakes a thouſand : and 
were that all were deſigned, men need not 
and certainly would not ſo profuſely over 
buy what offers it ſelfar ſo much a cheape 
rate. I know this is a motive men think tc 
fordid to own, but would God they woulc 
once learn ( in this better ſenſe) to reverc 
themſelves as well as others, and deſpiſe to bj 
prevailed on by what they are aſhamed the: 
ayomg.: 
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&yow. But the eyent- ordinarily ſpeaks it as 
1 great a Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
] aretoo many fad inſtances in the ſhipwrackt 

he I Fortunes of theſe Adyenturers. And indeed 
or I there is nothing wonderful in it, bur that men 
ng I will be ſo mad as to run the hazard. For that 
us} being ſuppoſed, 1t is not ar all itrange to ſee 
er} them ſink under ic. For a man has here to deal 
gb J not with Chance alone ( which yet were but a 
xi-J ticxle bottom to imbark in)but with fuch com- 
al-F binations of Deceit, that eyen good Fortune 
ofY it ſelf willnot ſecure him : ſo that he that has 

vel not learnt to Plough with the ſame Heifer, is 
ri-j like to make but ſad Husbandrie of it. And 
an} even thoſe that have, it they happen to get 
al-F ſore few good Crops, yet they quite wear out 
liſ-Y the ſoyl with them, forfeit that Reputation 
y 5} with all conſidering men, which ſhould ler 
canſ them in to farther opportunities, and leaye 
1n-J themſelves to live not ſo much upon their own 
bey8 Wits, as other mens Follies, Itis true indeed, 
he that hath in theſe latter days proved a prettie 

 dl4} large Common to graze on, and ſome have 
and ſeemed to thrive well upon it ; but generally 
notY ſuch Cattle meet at laſt with a pinching Win- 
very ter, which leaves them as bare and meagre, as 
apery ever, In ſhort, Cheating has uſually a reflex- 
to ed efficacie, and deceives none more then 
thoſe that uſe ic : yet ſuch a ſtroak hath it now 
J got in Gaming, that-in moſt Companies it 
J leaves men onely thigmiſerable choice, Whe- 
ther they will be ative or paſſive in ir. Which 
_ OTE rae thinks 
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methinks ſhould be enough to awake men, as 


immoderate Tyrannies ule to do, to vindicate | 
their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from this | 
exorbitancie to its Primitive uſe, make it ceaſe | 


to be a Trade, and become a Recreation , and 


that too bounded within ſuch jult limics, that * 
it may not incroach on thoſe honrs which | 
ſhould be deſtined to greater concernments, | 
Bur as it is, between this and the reſt, either | 


Impertinencies or Vices, all their time is f6 
pre-ingaged and fore-ltalled, that their. moſt 
1mportant interelt 15 lefc forlorn and negle&. 


ed , they have as little leiſure as will to conſe | 


der the poor Soul, or ſfrarce to remember that 
they carrie any ſuch trifle about them. 
13.And now they that thus forget God and 
themſelyes,no wonder ifthey afford little con- 
ſideration to their brethren. They will not 
be guiltie of ſuch an. /xdecoram, or denie the 
Bodie of fin itsexact ſymmetrie, by making this 
part unproportionable to the reſt : and there 
fore they either allow no part of their timeto 
others,or doit to ſuch inverted peryerſe purpo- 
ſes,as makes the payment worſe then robbene. 
Thus many beſtow Y3/;ts on others not out of 
any purpoſe of kindneſs, but either to triflle 
away their own time,or to make obſervations, 
what they can ſpie of ridiculous to entertain 
their laughter. A myſterie the Londex-yiſitants 
are generally well readin,, who have put this 
buſineſs long ſince into afſetled courſe, fo that 
the diſcoveries ot one Viſit fers them in a {toc 
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ofdetaming, backbiting diſcourſe for the next, 
Ind fo ſfucceflively ad infinitum. So again, 
Jnany who call themſelves Genrlemex, much 
to the reproach of that cicle, if they can finde 
Jour a. yo#ng Heir of much wealth and little 
Iprudence, how officious, how diligent are 
Ithey inattending him? Watching him as glad- 
Jly as a Vulture does the fall ofa Carkaſs, till 
Ithey finde an advantage to rook him at Play, 


erangle him-in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray 
lim to ſome mean and unequal Match. So 1f 


they hear but of a beantiful Woman, what: 
Jcontrivances, what deſigns do they lay, firſt 


to ſee, and then to corrupt her, make ic a 
buſineſs to themſelyes, as well as a trade to 
their agents and factors, to ſpring ſuch game ? 
And upon ſuch occaſions as theſe can liberally 
kcrifice their 73me, of which when any Cha- 
ntable office would borrow from them bur 
bme few minutes, they are then ſuch buſic 
perſons, they can by no means afford x. A 
Nabals blunt and charlifs refuſal, or at belt 
a Felix's put-off to 4 convenient ſeaſon, are the 
ulual returns to ſuch motions, But to antici- 
pate the Propoſal, to goin quelt of ſuch Op- 
portunities, looks with them like a piece of 
Knight-errantry, bas fo little oftheir practice, 
that it ſcarce eſcapes their ſcorn. 

I4, And now what a heavie Bill of IndiQ- 
ment is like one day. to be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 


they 
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they would ſeaſonably conſider how ſadly ob. 
noxious they are to it, and that condemnation 
which will inevitably follow it, that fo they 
may, according to Chriſts councel, Mat.5.25. 
agree with theſe adverſaries while they are in 
the Way, and by yielding to each of. them for 
the future a juſt portion of their Time, com- 
pound the bulineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againi(t 
them. That they would remember,that of all 
their prodigalities, this of their Time 1s the 
molt deſperate, ſuch as. is moſt impoilibleto | ; 
redeem, and yet that wherein they are of all F F 
others the deeplieſt concerned. And this they © 
would certainly be convinced of, 1t their Aerie | 
fancies could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as F'* 
to bring them into -any acquaintance with | 
rheir Beds of duſt, give them ſome foretaſte | 
of their Dying terrors : for let them but ſad] 
think whatthey would then give for ſome few } 
of thoſe Days they now {tudie to fling away, 
and they cannot chooſe bur infer the neceſlitie 
of being better Husbands, We read in Scrt- | 
pture of the Demoniacks dwelliag amons the 
Tombs : bur the Devil has ſure changed that 
habitation for, thoſe whom he now Poſleſſes | 
he permits not to converſe at all there, as 
knowing'it is' the propereſt preparative to his 
diſpoſſeſlion. . And doubtleſs it would bethe þ 
molt powerful Zxorciſm, as of all others, 10 
of this Evil ſpirit (this fileching Devil, that | 
thus ſteals from men their precious hours ) 
often to defcend into the Vault or Charnel- 

W take 
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sſe, and by ſerious conſideration how ſhort 
heir 7ime 1s, to inforce upon themſelyes a 
are of redeeming it, 

15. Nor need they fear, that to redeem 
bir Time, they mult ſell their Pleaſures, give 
ip themſelyes to a joyleſs ſtate of lite. For 
hough it is true they muſt reſign their coun. 
erfeir, they ſhall have real Delights in ex- 
hange ; they mult part with their Glaſs, bur 
ball have Gold in ſtead of it. Andas none 
but a rude 1n4;an will repine at that bargain 
ache Liceral, ſo none bur a ruder Chriſtian 
an diſlike it in the Moral ſenſe. For in the 


! fErſt place, hethat imploys his time in conver- 
EW. 2: 

« $g with God, is nor onely more honourab] 
h nd more profitably, but alſo more pleaſantly 


uſed rhen he can poſſibly be any other way. 
ſeall ſay, That God zs the centre of Felicatie : 
ut he gives himſelf the lie, that does. not 
nthal confeſs, that the cloſer acquaintance we 
ave with him, the nearer approach we make | 
happineſs. For who eyer belieyed the Sun WY 
y, | ) be the Fountain of hear, and yet feared to Ul 
teez by drawing nearits Rays? Indeed none 


&. Fat the down-right Atheiſt can with any tole- 
xc {ble Logick, diſpure the pleaſantneſs of this l 
= Nuty. For can any whoſe Faith has ſet up a [ 


he dd, ſuffer their tancies to dreſs him like a 
© lend ? Pur on him ſuch unloyely ſhapes, as | 
ar $9y beget averſion, deter them from ap- Will 
) oaching ro him ? Can they call him a Deity, | 
nn 26y-pil 003-otrinnne fo men 
| they 


[SI ——_— - 
— 


112 THE GENTLEMAN S CALLING, 


rhey will ro everie ingenuous man, the honour 
of being good Companie ? This is to be not 

* only prophane, butabſurd. And if therebe 
any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, T ſuppoſe himun- 
capable of conviction by Argument : the com- 
mon Proverb hath aſfigned him his Teacher, I 
viz, Experience. Let him by frequent, yetre- 
verent Addreſſes to God, grow into ſome fa- 
miharitie with him, bring himſelf within di- 
ance of receiving his refreſhing Influences, 
and then he will diſcover how yerie unkind he 
hath been to himſelf in thus long holding off, 
In humane Converſations we ufe not to tindeff;” 
the guit and reliſh of them, ill we arivero 
ſome degree of ireedome : they that converſe], 
as ſtrangers, are under conſtraints and uneafi. 
neſs, And cerrainly che main cauſe of chardiſ-E 

gut men have to this Spiritual entercourſe, 1s 

eir unaccuſtomedneſs co it. They addreſsr0 
God perfeiy as ſtrangers, now and then pay 
him a flight Viſit, as it were by way of tor-F, 
malitie and complement , and then no wonder 
if it be neither fatista&torie ro God nor them- 
ſelyes. Bur then *cis ſure great injuſtice to. 
defame thar as unpleaſant, which becomes ſo, 
only by their qwn ill managerie ; ro ſay there 
is no water in the Well, only becauſe they neg-K; 
le&tto provide a Bucket for the drawing ofitÞ 
up. 
hg In the next place *ris ſure, their Souls 

meanthem no malice, in exaRing part of thel 
Twe.For firſt, what they beſtowin improving, 
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Ind exalting their Underſtandings, does nor 
v mly bring chem in vaſt advantages in the end, 
ut affords them alſo very fair accommodati- 
"” Ins by the way. Learning yields ſuch yariety 
f agreeable entertainments,. that like the 
anna in the Wilderneſs it adapts it felfto 
ery mans taſte, he that likes not one ſort 
ay fic himſelf with another; and ſure he 
uſt haye a ſtrangely vitiated palate, to whom 
ne of chem will reliſh. Ican ſcarce think 
ture has produced any thing ſodiſtemper'd; 
men take up general and implicite preju« 
ces, and will look on Books in no other no- 
In bur as Taskmaſters, whereas if they would 
t conſider them as Companions, they conld 

t miſs of one kind or other,to find a pleaſant 

nyerſation among them. 

17. As for that portion of their Time which 
ſpent in attendance on the yet more ſpiricual 
et of them, 'tis rather a gift then a robbery, 
help chem to ſucha way of expence. Inge. 
dus men think it a prize when they meet 
opportunity ro reſcue from the ſullage of 
be any thing that carries the ſtamp of an- 
nt worth and Nobility. But this is a piece 
te greateſt Antiquity, of the nobleſt, yea 
7 Fineſt Impreſs. How can mens hours he ber 
tlaid out,then in reſtoring it to its primitive 
ite, in wiping off that foil wherewith the 
Fm of boiling paſſions hath obſcar's it, and 
. © disburdening-it of thoſe loads of noxions 
ors under which is labors like good phy- 
h SE J licians 
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ſicians recover it from a languiſhing, infirm 
to a vigorous athletique habit? And ſurethe 

ſatisfaction of this mult far exceed all oth 
entertainments, Indeed that which is uſuall 
taken up inſtead of it , can with no juſtice 
pretend to any colerable complacencie. Nc 
man envies his felicity, but contemns his ſordi 
and abject ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt and 
unworthielt company : And ſhall it here palgh 


for pleaſure to conſort only with the plebeua i] 


part of himſelf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, whid 
are the Common people of this Little world 
to ſpend all his time in Treating and Careſlin 


of theſe, and 1n the interim letthe Soul, whidil 


is of ſo noble an extraRtion, ſo excellent en 
dowments, ſtand by neglected, nay be trodder 
to death in the croud of this yulgar rabble 


Certainly this 1sa"Tragedy, that no man could; 
ſee upon the Stage withour indignation : yell 
God knows, chis Sit men daily act oyer wit 


applauſe to themſelyes. Would God thi 


would once ſhift the Scene, and let the opprel; 


Soul have its ſeaſon of criumphing : doubtlel 


they would find it more pleaſant to ſhare 
its Conqueſts then in its ruine, We read inf 
deed of ſome Nations that haye by the rith, 
of a barbarous religion been torced to mal 


Humane ſacrifices : yet we find not thattl 
had fo ſlaughtered Humanity it ſelf,as to mal 
it matter of delight, And has our Civility 
far outdone their Barbariſm, that it ſhallt 
pleaſure co do that in ſpight of our Religh 
whic 


whicl 


Abucch 
but « 
lifler 
this, | 
(n th 
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MJ which they did in obedience to theirs? To 
I uccher che Man within us, afid leave nothing 
rue our outward Form and inward Guilt to 
lyTliference us from Beaſts? He that disclaims 
his, muſt neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies 
\d.che other fide, in reſcuing the Spirit from 
de uſurpations, yea tyrannie of the Fleſh ; 


MYnd conſequently, that che Time he thus be- 
lows is not loſt, but improved to his own 
wreateſt preſent, as well as future adyan- 


att 
" apes. 
ug 18. The like may (in the laſt place) be ſaid 
0Kfchat part of ic which is laid our to the bene- 
Wk of ochers, which is that which brings us to 
"Kiſte rhe moſt delicious of humane delights : 
den pleaſure of Obliging being of all choſe 
le Ge moſt raviſhins and tranſporting, And for 
ud: we need not the verdict of Chriſtianity : 
Y"Yhe Philoſopher atteſts ir as well as che- Divine. 
bo ay it is ſo received atruth, rhar ſcarce any 
an will ayvow fo much 1ull nacure as to reſilt 
by In diſcourſe, how much ſoeyer his practice 
"owns ir. Indeed this is a pleaſure of ſo 
yo talred,, fo quinteſſential a kind, that what 
: Werods auditors ſaid in flattery of his Oration, 
be > may ſay in truth of this, *Tis the delight 
"Fither of 4 God then 4 maz. That Soveraign 
"Fang , though he were ecernally happy in 
\"Jmſelf, yet as if he had wanted of his com- 
! at felicity, whilit he enjoy'd it alone, was 
ey. afed rather to create, then want objeRs of 
*y goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which God 
1.3 himfelt 
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himſelfhasgiven ſuch an atteſtation,as to make * 
a World in order to it, ſure cannot, without | 
the moſt impious contradiRtion of his choice, | 
bedeſpiſed by man. And certainly *cis none | 
of the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouch. 
fafed our nature, that he hath given us a capa. | 0 j 
city of it, by affording us thoſe powers by | 
which we may adyantage and oblige one ang- | 
ther; ſo pointing us out a courſe, whereby | 
we may not -onely innocently, but ſucceſsfully J, 
entertain Lucifers diſigne, of being /cke the | 
woſt High, It really makes Men what the | 
Heathens yainly fancied their Heroes, even | 
Demy-goas. O that thoſe who think it Noble nan 
to be aſpiring, would thus verifte the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeayors 

in this one Generous Ambition ! and then *ris 
ſure they' would not need to be told the ere 
happinets of this ſo Deifying an imploy- ſhiri 
mEnt, 


G—_— Ty 
'i 


Awantage of Authority. 7 


— 


e,| S E CT, VII. 


he | 

x 10f the fourth Advantage,that 
| of hu Authority. 

by 

lly | T* the fourth place we are to conſider 


the) I che Gentlemans adyantage, in reſpeR of 
he | his Axthority over thoſe thatrelate to, 


en | or depend on him. And this, if rightly 
ble Fnanaged, is of excellent uſe, though as capable 
on, if being perverted, as any of the former. He 
ors ho has ſecular tyes upon men, may often, 
"uy thoſe cords which bind their worldly in- 
the ereſt, draw them to a conſideration of their 
0J- Þpiritual, A Texan who thinks his livelihood 
Joncerned inthe good Will of his Landlord, 

k Penſioner whoſe ſubſiſtence reſts upon the 
ounty of his Patron, will ſtrive to model 
themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſt ſuir 
be inclinations of the perſon they deſire to 
ndear : they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
nt to ochers. But then, as variety of Seals 
 T-ſhake differing Impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 
theirs may be either abuſed to ill, or im- 

ved tro good : this Wax may receive the 

mage of a Beaſt or an Angel. Itis therefore 

te duty of thoſe who are poſleſt of this ad- 
ntage, to uſe it to the impreſſing not of 
L''3 Vice, 


em 


— x = 


hs _— 


encourage the other. And this they may doubt-Jor | 
leſs have frequent opportunities of towards Jfrat 


either of thoſe relations forementioned. Pit 


2. But to none ſo often as to their Dome. Chr 
flicks and Menial ſervants. Theſe are always} 1 
ſo much in their road, that they ſeem to befjnul 
marked out by God as their molt peculiarJ{lt 
Province, Every Mafler has ſo much of thefvor 
Propher, - that he is ſez as 4 Watchman, Ex<,Þtin 
3. 17, over his Family, and ought as jealouſly{at 
ro obſerve the approach of any Vice toward 1 
it, asa Sentinel does that of an Enemy, *[igguch 
a very pernicious error for men tothink theimnWete 
ſelves no otherways concerned in their SerÞay 
yants, then they are in their Horfes or Oxen 
to look upon them only as another ſpecieg}M; 
of Working-cattel, and ſo they do their buy 3. 
ſinels, care not how errant Brutes they beF 
Whereas they ſhould remember, that they witlſÞhe 
themſelves are Common ſervants to the ori 
Great Mailer, and that the ſubordination 0 
the one to the other is but the wiſe OcconmE 
of their Lord, who has (as in great Familic 
we ſec it uſual) conſtituted the one as Steward 
or Superviſors, to regulate the reſt : and thet 
Twillappear a piece of enormous unfaichfulre 
neſs, to neglect this charge. To ayoid whicifies t 
guilr, it will concern Gentlemen to have Pp. 
ſedulous care over thoſe that are thus intruſte@ne 
to them, to make ſtri& inſpections into tify 

manner 
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1y I manners of their ſervants, and accordingly to 
nd Jopply inſtructions, and admonitions, reproofs, 
bt-Jor incouragements, And that they may not 
ds Jiranſcribe Pharachs T yranny of exatting brick, 
Izthourt ftraw, require the ſuperitructure of 
ve Chriſtian lives, where there wants the neceſla- 
aysJ9 foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, they 
benult provide that none under their charge be 
liarK{elticure of the means of laying that ground- 
thevork, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may 
«<,ring them into an accquaintance with their 
aſlyWKuty. Bur togive lite to all theſe endeayours 
xr(is indiſpenſably neceſſary for them to avow 
"rich a Love to piety and vertue, and ſuch a 
cmnMcteſtation of the contrary, that their ſeryants 
SerÞay ſee char there is but one way of approving 
xenÞemſelyes both to their earthly, and heaven- 
ecie [Maiter. | 
bu4 3. If it be here Objeted, That 1t is but a 
y beounterteit vertue, which derives it ſelf from 
witlÞe ſcare of pleaſing men, and ſo that this 1s 
e ont to teach them ro conyert prophaneneſs to 
"n oÞpocriſie : { muſt yeild fo far as to confeſs, 
Pat where that continues the final motive, lf 
nilieÞwill never avail any man. But as God often if 
vardtes remporal and outward occurrencies, to 
theqſoduce inward and ſpiritual effects, ſo it ma 
chfulere happen, that thoſe whole firit appro- 
yhidſies ro Goodneſs were mercenary, and our of 
ave Þmpliance to others, may by coming with- 
uſie@view of it diſcern it ſo amiable, rhat they 
o thy after love it for its ſelf. And indeed con- 
nner I 4 ſidering 
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ſidering the rade ignorance uſual among the | 
yulgar; "tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im. | 
brace it upon the bare {trength ot ſpeculation, 
and therefore mult be allowed ſecular invitz- 
tions,as baits to allure them. As for thoſe that 
never adyance higher then the meer Form of 
Goalineſs, what weight ſoever it may addto 
their own doom, yer perhaps that may juſtly 
be accounted leſs miſchieyous to the world, 
then the contrary extream; Hypocriſy beinga 
{in that cannot well ſet up for Proſelites, be. 
caule it never owns it felf ofa dittin& | 
from true Piety, And *cis not impoſfible, thar 
the example of a feigned Chriſtian, may teach 
others to ſurmount their copie, and be thatin 
figcerity,which he is but in appearance: where- 
as open Vice pretends to no ſuch poſſibility, J 
breaths nothing but contagion, and hke a peſt 
unfects communities. We have therefore rea- 
{on to conclude, that if this care were gene-| 
rally taken, *twere a ſervice not only to God, 
but the Commonwealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying 0n 
her from any rank ot men, then from lewd and 
idle Servants; who ufing their places only as 
a ſhelter for their floth .and licentioufneks, 
when that Goxrd withers, know not whither 
to retire, but uſually either live Beggars, 6c 
die Thieves : whereas if Gentlemens famibu 1 
were ſo ordered, as ro become Seminaries 0 
Induſtry and Sobriety, the number of them 
is ſo great, that they might be able to ſend his 
out: 
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out many Colonies of uſefull and civill per- 
I ſons. 


4. There is alſo another ſort of Relative,yiz 
« Friend: over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings from this ſer- 
vile itock of hopes and fears, yet they have 
one of a much more noble deſcent, and more 
nigorous efficacy. Friendſhip has a key to 
the heart, which it may uſe not only to ler it 
ſelf into its ſecrets, bur alſo to introduce its 
own conceptions, Sentzments,and inclinations, 
K ſo mixes with the mind, that it may inſenſibly 
convey 1nto it any /dea. Now to ule this inti= 
macy to the bringing in any thing baſe and 
unworthy, 1s the vileit treachery, ſuch as is 
but imperte&tly repreſented by the treafon of 
tim, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. 
Aguilt fo vehemently to be abhorred, that 
noneis to think himſelf ata ſufficient and juſt 
diſtance from ir, but he that induſtriouſly 
purſuesthedirect contrary. he therefore that 
hath a Fr:iexd,ought ſtudiouſly to contrive how 
be-may moſt promote his adyantages, and 
thoſe not only his outward and feculer, bur 
alfo (yea principally) his inward and fpiritu- 
all. This is the onely fence wherein *ris law- 
full to have deſignes upon him, and in this he 
snot onely licenſed, but obliged to have fo. 
He muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems, to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make 
his kindneſs. the Vehicle, wherein the more 
| gratefully 
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Sratefuily to - adminiſter whatever ts 
wholiome, even reproots, when they appear 
ſo; and yer by taking his own turn in bein 
the Patient, evince, that *tis no afſuming hw 


— 


were thus managed, it would be indeed a moſt 
lacred relation, fuch as would be above the 


now adaies diſlolve them. Hearts that are 


parably by God,ane much for the tame end of 
propagation, only herein as far ſuperior to 
their patern, as the mind is to the body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the natural 


believe they were Friendſhips of this making, 
char firſt brought char name into ſo much ve- 


no Enrcommms could be roo laviſh for them. 
Such a reducement were a work well worthy 


adorauons on an empty ſhrine. The Heathens 
had Incantations to recall their diſpleaſed Dei- 
ties 1nto their forſaken Images, I wiſh they 
would allo try ſome, holy magick to bring 
back ſomewhat of the primitive divine ſpirit, 
co animate this now liveleſs trunk :; that they 
who. juſtly think it an #»gentzle reproachtul 
thing, not to haye ſome body whom they call 

| Friend, 


moſt |} 


mor,that creates him a Phyſician. If friendſhips | 
violations of thoſe petty trivial diitaſtes,which * 
tied together with theie conſecrated bands, | 
are like Man and Wife joyned together inſe- 

compolition of a man, We may reaſonably | 


neration,and were they again reduced to this, | 


che ſpirit and ingenuity of Gentlemen: who | 
ſince they generally profeſs much reyerence to | 
the word, *cis pity they ſhould caſt away their | 


's 


—— 
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friend, may think it much more ſo, not to 
pay all the real kindneſs due to that appel- 
lation, 

5. Having thus far given an account what 


J are the proper and juit imployments of this 


Authority over their feyeral Relations, our 


Jnethod now requires us to reflect a little on 
their Praftice, and that in the moit we ſhall 
J find as far ſwerving from the rule in this par- 


ticular, as any oi the tormer. So tar, alas, are 
Gentlemen trom making rheir Power inltru- 


J nencal co che intuſing £00d, that there isno- 


things more ordinary then to {ze them dipole 
k to the dire&t concrary. The lcorn and con- 
tempt they publickly caſt upon all piety and 
yercue, teaches their Dependants how dead a 
trade that is like to prove tochem. And then 


I tis very improbable chat Godlinels ſhall with 
J them calt che ſcales againit Gaim, Ke chat aims 


to ger an Exhibicton,or My thing proprortion- 


J able will ſoon diſcern his way lies in a quite op- 


police road, He muit ftind out what Vice of the 
Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he mult puryey for his Lutt, ſome- 
times for hisIntemperance , and eyen when he 
has cloyed thole groſler apperices, yet hus 
Pride will alwaies remain inſatiable. He 
mult {till provide air for that Camelzon, lay 
out his whole breath in flatteries ( a more 
helliſh wind then any the Laplanders lell.) *Tis 
this enſhrining his Diana which is the craft by 
which he expeRs his wealth; and therefore 
whatever 


i124 THz GENTLEMAN s CALLING, 


—— 


whateyer other office he execute by ſtarts, a "7. 
Paraſite is to be his conſtant trade. Iubict 

6. Inlike manner their Servants are diſci. Jnate 
plined to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries,and hat | 
not only to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The fall 
Maſter's Vices ſeldome miſs to be taken up by ſhip i 
the whole Houle, as if they were to be the fligy 
Cogniſances and Badpes, to witneſs to whom Hrofe 
they retained. And though for this they might Ihe 
very well truſt to the efficacy of their bare Ex- Iece! 
ample, yet as if they could never be ſecure 
enough of corrupting their Families, they too 
often adde toit Precepts and Rules of Initity- 
tion. Thus it isone of the Fundamental Laws | 
of their Hoſpitality, That no ſtranger be ſent 
Sober away.S0 that their Houſes may well paſs 
tor inchanted Caſtles, no Man ſcarce that Ki 
comes into them, being able to guide himſelf of 
out. They keep, asit were, ſolemn 7«fts and 
T «rnements of DebMichery, to challenge all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks. In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become ſuch perte&t i 
Academies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt 
innocent Puny wlll there in a yery ſhort time | 
become proficient. And this God knows is the 
ordinary improvement they make of their | 
Authority, As if they affected to outbid the 
tyranny of the 7T#rk, in ſending a Halter to 
his Vaſlals, and making them their own Exe» ſet 
cutioners; or thought it a diſparagement to ſw 
their Qualities, to go to Hell without an ho- Fi 
norable Retinue. 7. AS 


' 
Ll 
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{ 7. As for the other ſort of power, that 

Irhich chey have over their Friends and int 
cl Jnares *tis not diſcernible that they manage 
nd hat better. Who almolt is there, that ſeems 
he call ro advert to the Efſential parr of Friend- 
by hip ? W hat a Rarity, 1 had almoſt faid a Pro- 
he Rligy is it, tofinde (even amongſt thoſe that 
dm ſhrofeſs the greateit dearneſs) any that hath 
ht Ficher che Courage to give, or the Humility to 
ix. eceive an Admonition ? Burt in ſtead of thoſe 
ure Frownds of 4 Friend, Prov. 27,6. there is no= 
00 king more common among them, then the 
u- Bbſes of an Enemy, fuch mutual ſoothing in ill, 
ws Þs renders it invererate and incurable, and 
ent Nike ZFoab to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20. 10. ſheds out 
aſs be 6owels, when it pretends to kiſs. Nay, as 
hat Fit were not ſufficient for them to nourifh 
ſelf Fhoſe Vices they finde already planted, they 
w new Seeds, communicate their perſonal 
nes to each other, as if the community of 


to Friendſhip obliged them mutually to diffuſe 
rt, Meir poiſons. Were many of the cloſeſt in- 
et limacies now adays ranſaked ro the bottom, 


is to be feared this would be found the baſis 
nd gSround-work ofthem. He that hath ad. 
iced above the beaten road, arrived to the 
tore elevated myſteriousparts of wickedneſs, 
he RT he depths of Satan,as they ſpeak, Rev.2.24.) 

duld loſe much of the guſt, if he thould noc 
er ſome Confident, ro whom at once to boaſt, 
@ propagate his Proficiency. Thus facri- 
giouſly is this yenerable relation of Foe: 

| Ip 
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ſhip prophaned, by being proſtitured to the Ml 
vileit and moſt deteltable purpoles, and by thr, 
this accurſed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeit Met 1" 
morphoſss, becomes onely a Contederacy in dou 
fin, a Combination and League againit what? ſor 
they account the common Enemies, God and Ja 
Virtue, | 
8. Theſe are ſuch wretched perverſions off 
their power, that one would gueſs it were| 
ſome great and very conſiderable weight of k 
preſent Intereſt, that ſhould thus byas andJ*Þ 
diftort them. But when that is examined, JUP 
"will be found to lie wholly on the other fide, Ye 
The former Section gave us occa{ion to diſcern}y”7” 
bow traniporting a delight ic is, to be their ofre 
ſtraments of any good to others. Bur as thereſÞt 0 
is no good can bear proportion with that 
which is done to the Soul, ſo certainly to be 
an Agent in that, mult far tranſcend the plea-Jum 
ſure of all other Benefa&tions. He that ſo dif-$85 1 
pences his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ver- 
rue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perſon, 
outvies the molt protuſe Donations of the 
greateſt Potentates., They can glye but ſome 
little parcels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and 
ike a mighty Monarch hath Kings to do himFOr 
bomage. $0 he that by well ordering his Fa-vni 
mily, maks his Servants to be God's, doesjhor 
not onely oblige the Commonwealth, bur is4s 
it were a Patriot even to Heayen ir ſelf; pro-Put! 
vides it with Inhabitants, and helps to ſecureitÞ* 1 
trom that emptineſs and depopulation, m_ 
wit 
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with the general wickedneſs of men ſeem to 
by threaten 1c. And then 1n relation to ſuch his 
4 Servants, he is of all other Malters the moſt 
in bountiful and obliging : they provide perhaps 
hardſome petty Annuities, he gives a {tace of lnhe- 
nd Jicance, nay of Eternity. 

9. This is a vait Munihcence,yet that which 
g of ine arranceſt W orldling can haye no temprati- 
eredon tO grudg oe. A man may thus without a 
t offiRiddle give much, yer part with nothing, nay, 
and acquire that very thing ro himſelt, which he 
ed Idſpenſes to others. $0 that here is no place for 
de tbe uſual (though unjuſt) Objection of impo- 
ernfrriſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone which 
> In-Jofren deads the rel1ſh, or diverts the attempt 
terefiof other Liberalities. And therefore this fort 
charhvbuch is reſcued from that one pollible allay 
) be nuſt certainly yield the molt VISOrOUS and 
lez-Jlamixt Pleaſure : It being ure, chac Bounty 
diſ-Yas in it ſelf ſo much of agreement with Hu- 
Ver-Inane Nature, as will incuitably produce Com- 
ſon, Placence and Delight, where 1 is not ſo inter- 
 theſupted or allayed. 
ome 10. I might here add ex abndarnt, that 
andere 15 likewiſe a /ecxlar Profit attending 1t. 
kinKor 1t Gent/emea had their Dependents truly 
5 Fa-Fonſcientious, they would be of very much 
doesnore uſe to them, They mught employ them 
is as}ecurely, and need no other Spies upon them 
pro-Þut their own Conſciences. I'would not then 
wreicÞe ſo many Servants, ſo many Thieves and 
jere-Marpies, bur fo many FaQtors and Traffickers 
with for 
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for the Maſters advantages. So that hereſi 
again their own intereſt engages them to this 
Care : though 1confels *cis to be wiſhed, that 
the former more ingenuous Motiye may be {6 
prevalent, as to ſaperſede all uſe of this, it be- 
mg very unreaſonable thar God ſhould needſſich 
Auxiltaries from Mammon. Yet as once the 
Iſraelites borrowed of the c/Egyprians, io it 
may not be amiſs to make this Interior confi. 
deration a ſtep to the other more Noble : that 
even they who have yet no gult of that more 
Heroick pleaſure, may on the intuition of this 
Worldly advantage, endeayour to impro 
their Authority to the Spiritual good of alli 
that belong to them. 
11. But from no part of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich a fatisfa&ion, as from 
that which is exerciſed towards a Fried. Fore 
as their concernment is nearer in him, thenin 
the former more diſtant Relations, ſo the 
Pleaſure of doing good ro him, muſt propor- 
tionably encreaſe ; as that heat ismoſt intenſe 
which is conveyed by the neareſt Reflexion. 
He who fo maintains his Vital ftation in the 
creat Body,as to ſympathize with every Meme 
ber of it, muſt yet neceſſarily have the moſt 
acuce ſenſe of what befalls theſe parts, to 
which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
there is no f{trifter Union upon Earth, then 
that of a Virtuous Friexnaſoip ; and then what 
can be more ſatisfactory, then to preſerve ot 
adyance the Health of that, whoſe Maladie 
| hunſelf 
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ereffimſelfis ſure to feel, to improve and benefit 
bisjat perſon, who 1s thus become a part of him ? 
haterſons of qualitie love to deck and imbelliſh 
: ſole place where they inhabit, abhor to dwell 
be-&a Stie or Dungeon : but Friends dwell in 
eedſich other , and therefore cannot but be de- 
theſiehted in beautifying and adorning thoſe 
> itfyindes they have thus choſen to live in, in 
nf. ſurging them from all foulneſs and pollutions, 
harſud rendring them as pure and immaculate ; 

xy, as ſplendid and 1lJuſtrious, as 1s poſlible., 
sfercainly, there is nothing upon Earth more 
wiſhing, then a Fricndſoip thus entertained, 
is ſome Anticipation of Heaven,where thoſe 
tes of Love which {iretchrhemlelves to every 
nceflurt of the Circumference, do all meet in God 
om their Centre. It is indeed that which ſur- 
Forſgounts the poſlibilitie of an exact deſcription, 
ninfÞid reſerves its full diſcoyerie to be the prize 
Experience. ' Let it be tried, and then I 
bt not, but he that hath madethe Experi- 
nt, will readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus 
ploying this part alſo of his Authoritie, 
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Of the laſt eAdvantage, thalli 


of Reputation. 


rally preſumed the due of Perſor 
of Quality, unleſs where ſomepe 
ſonal unworthineſs hath cut off the Entail, an 
forfeired that right. And though theſe daye 
have taught the Vulgar to detalk much of tha 
reſpe&t which former Apes paid to Superior 


2. He laſt Adyantage is that of Reps 
l tation and Eſteem: which is gene 


ofall ſorts; yer I cannot think the Leveling 
principle has ſo univerſally diffuſed it felf, aff 


cotally to raſeout all impreſflions ot reyererc 


'towards them : ſo that there {ill remain 


ſomewhat of this Talent for them to negoriat 
with. It will be their part ſo to manage and 
diſpoſe ir, asto bring in protit to their Lord 
by making it alſo an engine to draw mentd 
piety and vertue. 

2 This they inay ſometime do by Coxyſe! 


to the ſucceſs whereof there is nothing mort 


contributive then an e{teem of the Adviſer 


ia 
Imp 
I$1t 
onl 
WOL 
to | 


Wh 


moſt men being rather apt to conſider whathe 


ſpeaks, then what is ſpoken. And therefor 
perſons, whoſe Quality and Education hav« 


pre 


the 
yeig 
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| prepoſſeſt them with an opinion of their Wiſ- 
dome, have a great advantage towards the 
working on them, And this it will befit them 
Ito make diligent uſe of, by ſeaſonable adyices 
Jand exhortations to thoſe whom they ſhall 
ha liſcern thus prepared for rhe entertaining of 
Ithem, to take all prudent occaſions to re- 
Jommend C hriſtian Prafticeto them, and b 
Jpulling off chole diſguiſes which the falſe mea. 
epxYlures of the world haye put upon Vice and 
eneJ Virtue, to repreſent them in their true and 
rſorgrative ſhapes, the one the object of horror 
pergand dereſtarion, the other of love and delighe, 
, An 
laye 
tha 
rior 
{(tnt 
f, a 
enc 
Nail 


Impiery fo free a range : it has drelt it ſelf up 
n a counterfeit ſplendor, falſe Gemms and 
Tinſ-1-gaudery ; and in this glittering appea- 
rance it marches on triumphantly, receives ac- 
damartions, yea and Obeifance too, nay com- 
mands not only the knees (as every proſperous 
lſurper can do) but even the hearts of men. 
uatgAnd will none have ſo much charity, fo much 
2 anFzeal for publick Concern, asto uncloak this 
ordJimpottor, and ſhew the dazled world what ic 
ents ir thus bows to? Perhaps this 1s lookt on 

Jonly as the buſineſs of Divines ; but certainly 
»/e| gwould Gentlemen alſo ſet to it, they were like 
norgto prove the more proſperous undertakets. 
iſergWhat comes only out of the Pulpit, paſſes for 
whdIthe foolsſhneſs of preaching, 1 Cor.1. 21, or for 
forthe diſcourſes of thoſe whoſe trade ir is to in- 
hay@reigh againſt ſin, All their Tr7»fs being of 
pre | | | K 2 courſe, 


Tis the want of this diſcovery, that has given ' 
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the advantage ofa Surpriſe. And there 1s little 


doubt, bur by friendly and familiar Confe- &; 
rences they might many times inf{inuate thar 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and ? 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often | 


fail of. 


3. But Counſel will be of little efficacie, if © 


it benot ſeconded by Example. They muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as ma 
ſhew they believe themſelyes, whilſt they g0 


about to per{wade others. He tliat ſhall with ? 


never ſo preſſing Arguments dehort a man 


from that Sin, which himſelf at the next op- | 
portunitie commits, will neyer be ſuppoſedto 
have any real] ill opinion of ir, bur rather lo | 
paſtionate a love, that he 1s jealous any but | 
himſelf ſhould have its embraces. And then | 
ſurely this will be ſo far from ayerting, that it | 
will excitethe appetite ofthe other to taſte of } 
that which he ſees is thought ſo deſirable as 


to be Monopolized, 

4. Indeed there is nothing by which they 
have fo univerſal az influence, as their 
Example. Things that are ſet in ſome high 
andeminent place, do naturally attrat mens 
eyes tothem : ſo that eminencie of condition 

ol wherein 


known too, and we dayly fee Vice approve it } 
ſelf an expert Fencer againſt them. Bur the | 
endeayours of theſe would not be liable to * 
thoſe prejudices: a Blow from them would 
come ( like the Reyolt of a Confederate) with | 


n 
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et iftions more obleryable. They are like the 

he (ity our Say!our ſpeaks of, {et en an hill, and 

© Yhaye by that advantagious ſituation the means 

ud if making their light ſhine further then 

other mens. And therefore it ought to be 

te heir conſtant care, by the bright luſtre of 
Jer exact and exemplarie Conyerſations, to 

ur Jilighten the whole ſphere wherein they move. 

nd Fwould Gentlemen make this their uniced de- 

one, what a happie Confellation of aulpici- 

ous Stars would they prove, by whoſe benigne 

Jaſpect the ſterilitie of Vulgar minds mighr 

ult The cured, and even thoſe Clods be Inſpirited, 

* Jand rendred capable of excellent producti- 

50 Yons. 

J 5. For what can be more per/waſive to 
Jthoſle of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, 
'”” then to ſee it made the election of thoſe whom 

Jthey ſuppoſe to have moſt judgment to dif- 
cern 1ts value,& ſo fall not on 1t blindfold, and 

_who have alſo all the contrarie pleaſures of 
Jin within their reach; nay proſtrate at their 
Jeet, ſuing for entertainment, and fo are not 
Jcalt on it by impotence? What a blur and in- 
Jamie would it caſt upon Vice; ifit were once 
{baniſhed out of Gentz/e companie? And how 
F Fir a ſtep would it be towards its excluſion 
out of all? We fee what a natural aſpiring 
Bl JF the lower fort have to approach to the con- 
Gtion of their Betters. And though that being 
tow aimed only at their Pomps and Ny + 
K 3 e 
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be no commendable temper, yet ſure it were 
much in the power of thoſe emulated perſons 
to make it ſo. For would they ſo order the F 
matter, that their Vertue ſhould outſhine all 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould become 
the character and diſtinctive note ot a Gentle- 
man, to be eminently good, this were a way to 
conſecrate even Ambition it ſelf, by making itF 
an engine not to rack and torture men,as com- 
mon ambitions do, but to advance them toallF 
vertnous indultry, 'Þ 
6. He that deſired to ennobie his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, calt out thence] 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations,and make 
himſelf a Gentleman without help of Heraldry. 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whoſe firit rife was 
meerly from Earth,a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a} 
charity 1s this, and yer ct all others the cheap-| 
eſt, it having that Proverbial property of Cha- 
rity,To bepin at heme ! The being good, 1s pri-| 
marily a k1ndnels to themielyes, and to others 
only by way of reſulr, and propagation, and 
ealie conſequence, How unchrittian, unman- 
tv, yea unskiltul roo will it then be, to deny 
this benefaction, which has that very argument Jr! 
on its ſide, which is oppoſed to other kindsof Fe 
Liberalities? That fear of leſſening a mans ſelf, tha 
which in thoſe contracts,and ſhuts up the bow- (uy 
els, is here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate (91 
them : for inthis caſe men cannor deny, with- $901 
Out 
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ere ut cheir own greatelt injury, and diminution, 
ons nd ſure *rwould julily paſs for a prodigie 
the $oth of malice and folly, for one ſo to avert 
- al] Fe benefiring another, as to incur the greateſt 
\meFamage to himſelf in avoiding it. | 
tle-4 7. Butalas, it is not only Charity either to 
7 toÞibers or themſelyes, which exacts of them 
s it $us to promote Piety among men. They have 
»m-Scought them ſelyes under another more con- 
)al|$faining obligation, [ mean that of 7 «ffice,par- 

Sicularly the juſtice of Reſtszt#tion ; tor *tis to 
ily, Fiſible they have been deeply acceſlary to its 
nceFecay.So far have they been from adviſing and 
akeFxciting men to good,thar I fear their periwa- 
ry, $ve faculties have generally been 1mployed 
o a quite diltant purpoſe. There are tew 
vas none, that by their own pious endeayours 
0 at all abate the need of the Prieſts ex- 


ale 
© a Þortations; but many that do eyacuaterheir 
ap-cacy , by decrying itas the greateſt folly, 


ie molt unmanly ſubmiſſion, to yield them 
"i-Yay conſideration. As for their own Counſels, 
ers itey are too often in earneſt, what Solomon's 
nd Jnas by way of irony, Eccl. 11.9. Walk inthe 
an-$”4s of thine heart and in the ſight of thine eyes, 
ny Jencouraging and animating men to all Senſu- 
nt ality. And if they diſcern any begin to ſtartle at 
of Fibe courſe, to entertain but a ſober thought of 
lf, Fthat diſmal end ro which it leads, he is to be 
w- aught out of that Hypoconariack fit, taught 
te $0 look upon 1t as a ſpice of Phrenſie. The loud 
h- Yaoule of roaring Mirth is reinforced to drown 
ut K 4 that 
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that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and by the 


{ound as ict were of thoſe Trumpets he is inci-} 
red to turn to his courſe, as the horſe r»ſheth 


into the battel, fer. 8.6. all arts of encourage- 
ment uſed to imbolden him to run tearleſly on 
to Damnation. This 1s their one known Recip: 
—— for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And it it 


be not of everie dayes practice, *tis not that 


they have any betrer method of Cure, bur 
fuch artsof prevention, ſuch means of [tupeta- 
ctionandobduration, that the diſeaſe ſeldom 
occurs among them. 


8. Nor do they omit to back and forthe! 


this with proportionable Examples : which 
God knows are fo many and 1o efficacious, 
chat lke a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our 
whole Horizon. they who are by God dehign- 
ed as lights to illuminate all about them, have 
been the 1nitruments of introducing a more 
then Zg3prian darkneſs, thereby exemplitying 
that Aphoritme ot our Saviours, Afar. 6. 23, 


If the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how great | 


1s that adrkne(s. 


9. Wit adeluge of Prophaneneſs and Im- | 


pietie at this day overflows this poor Nation, 
5 to0 viſible not only by the direct, bur the 
refexed beams,thote ſad Judgments they bave 
bruught down upon it. And though there be 
£00 many ſpritigs which feed this Ocean, yet 
there will (care any be found to haye more li- 
berally contributed, then the open and ſcan- 
galous viciouſnels of the Gerry, They wha 

| are 
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he Jire placed as Stars in our Firmament, if they 
ci- Idart nothing. bur malignant Influences, what 
th wonder is1t, if an univerſal Peſt enſue ? *Tis 
ve-Fthey that have brought Vice into countenance, 
on Inade ic the mole and faſhion of the times, ſo 
ip: that people dread the ſingularitie of being in- 
t it Fnocent, and a man may with leſs peril of ſcorn l 
tat appear in the moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, then | 
ut Jown the Obſolete qualitiesof Meekneſs, Purity, \| 
fa- JSobrierie, &c. How great and fatal a ſnare this "nt 
om Ecreartableneſs offin has proved, I fear there [1 
ae too many thouſands of entangled Soules 
fie Jan witneſs. And on whom can they more pro- 
ich Fperly charge their ruine, then on thoſe who 
us, Flave adyanced itto this repute 1n the world ? 
Duc {Mens natural pravitie gives them propenſion 
pr- more then enough to 11]; and therefore it hath 
ave Fbeen the buſineis of Laws both humane and 
ore Fdivine to put a bridle upon thoſe inclinations, 
ing by fear and ſhame to reſtrain their inordina- 
23. Fae: but this converts the bridle into a ſpur 
at Inlten thoſe that ſhould diſcountenance Vice, 
Ithus animate and encourage it. | 
[m-J 10. For what a Temptation isit to the yul- ll 
on, n to run to all exceſs of Rior, when they | 
their ſuperiors have beacen the path before 


ave them, and are themſelyesimmerſt in the moſt | 
2 be Fbrutiſh ſenſualities? Which of them will endure i 
yet Fto be ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be ac- | 
e li- Frounted ſo dignifying a qualitie, chat ir may | 
an- Ymake a Peaſant companie for a Lord ? When 
vba YGentlemen are Atheiltical, Clowns will think 
re aenirthcond Jeternnt To 
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themſelves very modeſtly wicked, if the y be 
but prophane. And when they hear their 
Betters diſcharge loud Volleys of Oaths, they 


part 0i greatnels as the belt. Their Tongues 
are as much their own, Pſa. 12.4. and will be 


glad that by ſuchan ealic umployment of them | 


they can be Gentlemen ſo good cheap. *Twere 
as endleſs as unneceſ[aric to enumerate the ſe- 
yetal forts of intection, which the 1ll examples 

of great men have diffuſed. *Tis too obvious in 
the moral effeRts to need any other way of dil. 
coverie. And] am ſureit ought to be matter 
of the ſaddeſt reflexion to all who are involyed 
in that guilt, it being a molt direfull account, 


have been the Authors: of ſuch miſerable ya- 
{tations, turn'd Communities of Men, of Chri- 
{tians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions 
of Devils. 

11, Every fin even of the privateit odicu- 
reſt perſon carries much of contempt and 


vices are of a yet more giantly frame, they 
proclaim ſolemn War with Heayen, levy 
forces, and draw in multitudes of abertors 
and confederates in their hoſtilities, And God 
knows this kind of Unevangelical violence the 
kingdome of Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the 
Chieftains and Leaders of theſe unhappy 
troops, would at laſt think fit to ſound a re- 
treat ; that they would, 1 pity if nat to them- 

ſelves, 
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klyes, yet to their ſ&duced followers, ceaſe 
hus deſperately ro ruſh on upon the mouth of 
The Canon the Jaws of Hell! And not only fo, 
hut that they would alſo endeayour to bring 
hem into ſome terms of accord with that om- 
mipotent Enemy they have provoked, by their 
down penitent and reformed lives teach them 
he poltures of humility and ſubmiſſion, as 
hey have formerly done that of dehtiance, This 
ertainly is that ro which common equity ob- 
iges them, reparation of injuries being con- 
Feſſedly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice, And 
Jertainly there can no 1njury exceed, nay 
Jqual chis of betraying men co eternal ruine : 
Find conſequently nothing leſs then che utmoſt 
J:cuſtry to repairit, can be any competent 
Jexpiation. God grant all choſe, whoſe guilr 
Joives them a peculiar circle ro this admonition, 
15 nay own their right to it by a particular and 
J{er:0us application, ſuch as may tor the furure 
- Jengage chem to the molt zealous endeayour of 
d Fretorming nor only themſelves, but others, 
1s Flor reſcuing their reputation from that fouleſt 
y Fdlor, of being an agent for Satan, and adyan- 
y Jeng ic ro that higheſt dignity ot being ſervice- 
'S Fable ro God. 
d I 12. Butthere is little hope they will rightly 
© Fconſider theuſe, who are ſo utterly miſtakenin 
© the natureof true reputation. A man of Honor 
Y Js now underſtood onely to be one that can 
*- Iftart and maintain a Quarrel, that for eyery 
be rriflingeſt injury expeRts like Lamech, 
| Cem, 
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Gen. 4.24. to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold, 
that deſpiſesthe Chriltian precepts of Mecknels 
long ſuffering, and Forgivenets, as rudiments 
of cowardize and unmanly pulillanimitie, an 
has no other meaſure of courage and gallan$* 
trie, but by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe 
And whilelt reparation is thus hung only at the 
1t ofthe (word, *tis a very fit in{trument$ 
ro deltroy bodies, but fure not to fave Souls 
We finde dayly many occa{ions to complai 
of the Tyrannie of Cuſtom and Opinion, bu 
ſcarce any where ſo much as in thoſe unjul$ 
and abſurd Laws they have impoſed in thi 
matter: which were they conſidering] 
weighed would ſurely evince them ſuch con$%* 
temprible Legiſlators, as would be enough tc 
dethrone and depoſe them from that uſurped 
Empire they now maintain in the world, 

13. Totake only a ſhort and curforie yie) 
of them, we ſhall in the firſt place find chemtaf 
be horribly impious. For what can be more fo 
then thus to teare off thoſe ſignatures of Ho 
nour, which God himſelf hath impreſt, and 
vilite thoſe whom he hath dignified ? God ha 
pronounced that it 1s the dz/crerion of a ma 
that deferreth his anger,and it1s his glory to pa 
over atranſgreſſion, Prov. 19. 11, And again} 
He that us ſlow to anger 35 better then the might 
and he that raleth his ſpirit, they he that tak 
a City, Prov. 16. 32. But this new notion of 
Honor proclaims the quite contrarie; he paſſegſ® 
for a phlegmatick fool, whoſe blood boyleF* 

no 


Hoc at the firſt glimpſe of an Affront ; and 'tis 
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allantrie to offer many Injuries, but igno- 
1n10us Tameneſs to bear one. It has alwayes 
cen the indiſputable prerogative of Kings to 
e the Fountains of Hoxour ;, what an impious 
zring isit then to deyeſt him of that privi- 
dge, by whom Kings reign? To cancel his 
arents, and mark them outas the objeRs of 
orn, to whom God g1yes ſo glorious a teſti- 
nonie ? Yet thus is it dayly done to the men, 
hom the King of Kings will honour, thele are 
the Triumpbs theſe AZordecay's mult expect; 
evidence how much worſe they arc then 
Lamar, that allot them. Certainly there can- 
ot bean a& of greater dehance apgainlt the 
vine Maje:lie, then thus to reyerle his De- 
tees. Anduponthis hoſtilitie and oppoſition 
ainſt Heaven tis, that all the private Quar- 
l/s and Combares on Earth are ( as on their 
undation ) ſuperſtructed, ſo that to initiate 
Duelliſt, his firſt Challenge mult be direRted 
941n{t God himſelf. | 
14, Nor are theſe falſe meaſures of Honour 
ore oppoſite to Religion, then Prudence, 
e gloſſes the S\vord-men have put upon the 
te fundamental Law of Not bearing an In 
3, have introduced ſuch a multitude of ris 
culous PunGtilio's, that the next Ape will 
£ in danger of receiving the Fable of Dox 
Yx0t tor Authentick Hiſtorie, And I ſee 
It with what juſtice this can laugh at chem 


ojleſikim and his Squire Sancho, and yer think 


no 


them 
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them ferions enough to govern men in their 
moſt real and 1 weighty concernments.It would 
indeed aitoniſh any ſober perſon to conſider,] 
what Chimcra's they are, to which men facri- 
fice all that ought to be deartoth 1em ; How 
many Dxcls have been fought, how many men 
kilPd, (when neicher of tae Combatants were 
{0 implacable but ttat they could willingly 


have compounded the matter) only becauſe 


they thought point of Honour exacted it, and 


the declaring it would be inglorious? Certain-) 
ly the Gallies 15 a (tate of pertect liberty, com-/ 
pared with this bondage. And were the Re- 


leaſe from thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubject 


onto this, were thoſe Slayes obliged thus to} 
become Gentlewcn, Ithould ceaſe my wonder! 


why ſo many of thein have deſpiſed a manu- 
miſlion. For, thus to have a mans Eſtate, his 


Life, yea Soul too, at the mercy of Popular} 


breath, (notonly to be loit, bur loſt by his 
own act) is a ſlavery beyond all that the molt] 
abject creature ever Sr oaned under. And yer} 
ſo prodigtoully abl: ird is the World, as to cut} 
this out for the Benjamins portion, make it the 
eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentlemen. 
They are ſet upon a T heatre, andas the Gladi 
ators of old muſt kill one another, onely to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not 
think Bedlam the only Seminary to breed men 
up for ſuch a Trade? Yet ſo univerſal is this 
Lunacie, that one may ſuſpect the Inſtitutt- 
on of that Hoſpital is peryerted , that rhat 
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incloſes only the Sober perſons, whilſt the 
Frantick run looſe about the world, 
15, But perhaps the more Malicious Dxel- 


| lers will think themſelves exempt from this 


number, becauſe *tis their own fatisfation 
which they deſignein it : their Enemies blood 


I will make ſo delicious a draught for their re- 


venge, that they gaſp ater ir, and think ir a 


I pleaſure well worthy their purſuir, Bur ſure 


theſe differ from the former, nor as Wiſe men 


\ from Fools, but as a worſe Naturcd Fool from 
Ja better. He that would juflthe the rational= 
I neſs of any Adyenture, mult prove the Prize 
I at leaſt ro equal the worth ot thathe hazards 


for it. Yut who that conſiders he has a Soul, 


J can ſeriouſly fer it at fo contemptible a rate ? 


or v;hat man in his wits, that believes a Hell, 
will ſay the pleaſure of a Revenge can counter- 


J vail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, none can with 


any pretence put 1t in ballance with rhe meer 


Jloſs of Life, For he that is kilFd (as every 
I man may be that fights) can have no ſenſe of 
Ithat pleaſure, and fo becomes uncapable of 


the compenſation,if that were able to make it. 
Nay I ſhall deſcend yer lower, and with ſome 
confidence affirm, that the uneafie conſequen- 
ces even of the Victory do quite overwhelm 
the ſatisfaction. For this I dare refer my ſelf 
to any of thoſe who have had the unhappy 
Triumph of a Afartherer, and doubt not that 
f rhey will ſpeak their experiences, they will 
ell us that the cry of their Adverſaries blood 
1'1 
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intheir Conſcience, did utterly extinguiſh the 
reliſh of it in their Fancie. Or if they were 
perſons who were hardned againlt all ſenſe of 
Divine vengeance yet the tear of Humane was 
abundantly enough to defeat them of that 
pleaſure they expected ; ſo 1mpolſlible 1s it to 
gather grapes of thele thorns, tO reap any con- 
rentment from fo unchriſtian an Attempt, 
Their Revenge is not compleated without 
Blood : andit they have it, it proves a Tor- I, 1 
rent to carry away that imaginarie Delight I 
they projected from ir. And then what colour 
of reaſon can any man bring, why he ſhould We 
thus /ell. b:s ſoul for zowght, and becomea Pla- Þ 
toxick to Damnation ? 
16. But Revenge has two ill-matcht quali- We 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity , and fo all its 
darts, though they carry force and verome Þ 
enough to deltroy all about them, yer by being 
11] aimed revert mortally on the breait whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there 1s not in the ſhe 
world a more prodigious Infatuation,thenthat 
which rules in this- Afﬀair, What can be more f&rr! 
ſenſeleſs, then for me, when a man has done i 
me an Injury, to think to wipe off chat by cx- pe « 
poling my ſeifro more ? When he has given 
me the Lye, to invite him to give me the Stab 
too? Dideverany man attempt to makeu 
a breach, by widening it ? -Tocloſe his one 
by tearing it further > The Phyſicians indeed Fac 
talk of a method of curing ſome Diſeaſes by 
Aajoration:; but ſure Injuries are not in theſſſhri 
| __ number 
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e Jaumber of thoſe maladies, nor capable of that 
e IIvay of remedie, The greater may, *tis poſ- 
xf Jible, overwhelm, but not cure the leſs, as the 
2s Fnore moderate Pains become infeaſible by the 
at Juperyeniencie of the more acute. Yet I pre- 
0 Jume none would applaud his choice, that 


n- Fhould call for che Rack to drown the pain of 


t. & Cut finger, which yet is no hyperbolical 
ut Kmbleme of this ſort of revenge, 
r- I, 17. But beſides all this, our wodern Gat- 
ht Youtry is treacherous to its ſelf, confutes its 
ur (#2 pretenſion, and whilſt it yainly aſſumes 
1d ſhe Monopoly of Courage, is indeed the mean- 
a- Et Cowardiſe in the world, That by which 
uſe to diſeriminate baſe tear from juſt cau- 
li- $on,is the formidableneſs of the objec feared. 
ts Fo man 1s reproached for not ſtanding the 
ne Fmndation of the Sea; bur to quake at fiep- 
ng Fins oyer a Gutter, would be a ridiculous th 
ce (orouſne(, *Twould be neither wonder nor 
he ſhame to run from the purſuit ofa Lion; bur 
ut Þ be chaſed by a barking Whelp, is the pro- 
Ye ſſrtie of an Hare, not ofa Man. And accord- 
ne gs to this meafure, what wretched Cowards 
:x- ſe our greatett Hedftors ? For what can be 
7en ſore contemprible then thoſe unjutt Scorns 
men they ſo tremble at? Which if chey 


up Fre ſure ro be uniyerſal, yer wha real ill can 
d do a man, whodoes not by his own fancie 
ed Fnd them an edge wherewich ro wound him ? 


by Fat neither can this be the Cate, cill all borh 
theEhriſtianitic and Sobrietie be quite worn ouc 
—_ L | of 
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of the world. For to a Chriſtian, *cis certain 
the irreligion of Fighting a Duel would be the Jhy: 
molt infamous thing, and eyen to a ſober Jag; 
Heathen the folly of it would be ſo too; {0 
that he can be in vo danger of either of their} 
reproaches, for declining it. And when theſe 
are ſet aſide, who is there whole cenſure can! 
be at all conſiderable? Yer this ſo pitiful de. % 
ſpicable thing is it, which ſo terrifies and ama-& 
zes them. And how ſhall we define Cowar-Hhi 
diſe, if this be not 1t ? 1 
18. And as it hasthe nature, ſo has it the! 
Fate of itto0,which uſually is by fleeing anima-Y 
Sinarie danger, to fall into a real. Men fightht; 
that they may not be chought Cowards, anc 
by fighting they do not only become indeed 
ſo, but alfo ruſh themſelves upon other fa 
more formidable miſchiefs, run from a Scar 
crow into a Precipice. And now whata riddleg;in 
is this thing they call Ga4ariry, which ſoffagi; 
ſtartles at the weakelt noiſe, yer ſtands ung | 
dauntedly the itroke of a Thunderbolt? Thewth 
who ſo dread the reproach of vain impotenlapp 
men, do yet confidently encounter the anger; © 
of the omniporent' God. And it Valour ane 
Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant thingsSrge 
would confute my whole argument by makingtggg 
itevident, that they dare be damned. Thu: 


"Wes 1 
by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation thellire 6, 
Fear makes them bold : would God that Antrh, 


periftaſis might go on to work, till that Bold tinl) 


neſs have again brought them to a fear, wes Kc01 
L akon as "a 
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that penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who 
thus deliberately provoke the Divine Ma- 
Celtic, 
19. And that very Deliberation 1s a Cit- 
umitance of {o great an enhancement, as un- 
JMncaſurably heighrens the fin. Sudden acts 
Inay be capable of ſome alleviations by the 
Jurpriſe they make on a mans ſpirit ; but con= 
Sived and premeditated Crimes can have no 
Alder appearance then of obſtinate Rebellion. 
4nd this aggravation can ſcarce eyer be want- 
ng to a Dxel;, many hours, it not dayes inter- 
na-Fening between the delignment and the exe- 
Itution. And in that interval *cis not poſlible 
andÞir all the Opiate Receits in Sathans Diſpenſa- 
ceQrie to keep the Conſcience ſo drowſie, that 
121 ſhall nor ſtartle, but it will undoubtedly. 
carFepreſent to a man the horrour of that he 1s 
dle ins about: which is no leſs then the en- 
1 [0fnp ing himſelf in a double Murder, his own, 
un4nd his Adyerſaries. For the wilful hazard of 
hefſſoth faſtens on him the guilt, though both 
tel@ppen to ſuryiye the Combate, Bur if it be 
156 own fate to fall ( as he has much reaſon 
anexpect, who thus puts himſelf out of Gods 
nSSFroteftion, nay dares his vengeance) what 
king ſſlible hope can remain for him, who thus 
[ hus es in that very act of the greatelt ſin? We 
hell re generally apt to think but uncomfortably. 
{niyfthoſe who wake away themſelves : but cer- 
01dJhinly many of thoſe deſerve to be Canonized, 
nciMcompariſon witha man that dies in Dxel; 
that : un the 
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the principle of that being often an exceſſive 
Fear of God, which fure is lefs culpable, then 
a prophane contempt of him, Beſides the ' 
remptation in that caſe is uſually more yiolent 
and impetuous, it being ( ifnot begot, yet ) 
cheriſht and fomented by melancholy, the | 
moſt untratable and obſtinate of all humours: * 
whereas the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch | 
Auxiliarie to aid it, the original of quarrels 
being frequently from too free a jollitie. And 
laſtly,that,of how heinous a kind foever, is yet 
but a ſingle fin, whereas this, as I ſaid before, 
inyolvesa twofold guile. And of how crimfon 
4 colour muſt that ſoul appear before Gods 
Fribunal, that is thus deuble-died in blood ! 
| 20. Andnowwhocan chooſe but crie out 
in the Prophet E/ay's itile, Hear O Heavens, ine 
end hearken O Earth | What ſtrain of wonder #y 
and amazement can bear proportion with the 
deſperate madneſs of men, that can thus know-K 
ingly and conſfideringly ruſh themſelves upon 
ſuch unſpeakable muſchiefs > Eſpecially fin 
here they want eyen that miſerable reſerve,ſthe f& 
which ſerves to emboiden them to other fins, lorio 
23, the hope of a future repentance.For thoſeſhhen | 
that make but the flighteſt meaſures of that,upe, y 
can ſcarce fancieany opportunities of it inthio per 
caſe : ſince to him that dies there ſeldome re-kch a: 
mains any ſpace of interval berween his fink 
and his death, no time for thoſe clouds tofnton 
gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres to deſcen&Khri/t 
which ſhould waſh away his blood-guiltines F#hich 
| OY IE - 
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or if there did, yet whac expeRation is there 
be ſhould imploy it to any effect ? Such pre- 
ſumptuous conſiderate ſins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
 Fextraordinarie grace can remove: and after 

 Ffch a high and daring provocation *cis very 
; Ireaſonable to expect God ſhould withdraw 
even the loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he 
Should adde higher. 

21. TheleConliderationsare all of them ſo 
bvious, that they nacurally ſuggeſt them- 
ves. And certainly they are ſo weightieand 

ing, that 'tisa Prodigie to ſee they ſhould 
2 1o univerdally incftetual : which can pro- 
xed from nothing bur the want of cloſe and 
0us application, Would men dare but to 
t ſingle with their own ſober thoughts, 
would certainly ſuperſede all other Dwels. 
There remains therefore nothing more for me 
oadde, but to invite them to this one encoun- 
- bg beſeech them to Srapple a while bur 
ith the force of reaſon, a combat of all others 


| 
t 
: 
$7 


lorious then to conquer in any other : and 
zen it has deſpoyled them of that falſe cou- 
ge, which expoſes them to ſuch diſmalruines, 
utc Formit it to reinſpirit them with a true one, 
(ch as may give them rs enough to ſtand 
inſt this fo more then Barbarous a 
tome; to endeavour to baniſh i out of 
WA iſtendom, and ſo take off that reproach 
is Mich our profeſſion lies under from ſo impi- 
v L3 ous 


Cc 


be fecureſt, where to be ſubdued is more. 
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ous apraQtice, which having no other” Tenure | fla 
Þut Preſcription, there needsnothing but De- J®e< 
ſuetude to deſtroy it. Let every man for his I 5% 
own part {tritly abſtain from it, and ayow $9 
rhe doing fo, and then by ceaſing to bea 1a- Jeſca 
ſhion, it will ceaſe to be art all. Jor « 
22, Butthe miſerie of it is, no man will Jſom 
aſſume to be /eadey in this {o noble an enter- lick 
priſe, to begin this ſo neceſſarie a reforma- ron 
tion: which though it have ſo much more of J@ct 
compliance even to carnal Intereſts, then its] real 
contrarie, thatT doubt not many wiſh It were Jhne 
univerſal; yet till it be ſo, they think *cwill be ewe 
uncreditable to any particular perſon. BurYcon! 
were that the certain eyent of it, *tis ſure tharY*21n; 
reproach ought to be deſpiſed, when | It comesYProV 
in competition with Dutie. In this caſe the re-YF*2 re 
ſolution of David ( as great a Swordman as: Jot A. 
any of them )) is moſt proper; 7 will yet be. 2+ 
more vile then thus, 2 Sam. 6. 22. And cer-JS1ur 
tainlyaman cannot pa more glorious Mary (ej 
tyrdom, then to ſuffer isnominie upon ſuciy Jtaeir 
an account, Tam ſure *tisa real ſhame to ſee}*ar 1 
that men can offer violence to all their deareit$ Cri 
complicated Intereſts, to comply with thagg®2ce, 
unchriſtian cuſtome, yet cannot croſs a ſingle1S1 
Imaginarie one, to ſuppreſs it. _ fort 
23. Nay thetruth is , they create Punctiliceg ©9Mn 
inthis caſe, by which themſelyes will not be again 
goyern'd in any other. Ina common Fre doe arit 
any man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till hg -0w3 
jee the whole Town running to quench th Life is 
fame? 


— 
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fame? Or if one of theſe popular perſons had 
' Fbeen ot the Philiſtims company, when the 
houſe began to fall, fude 16. 30. would he 
I have ſo dreaded the {ingularitie of a ſolitarie 
eſcape, as not to have attempted it, till ſholes 
of others had led the way? We haye had 
ſome experience, under what prejudice a pyb- 
lick Att talls, that 1s by its makers precluded 
{from being a preitdent. And ſure theſe men do 
tacitely (yer very intelligibly ) accuſe the un-= 
reaſonabienels ot this fear, whillt they con- 
ine it to this ſingle inttance, And me thinks 
od were bur juſt, they ſhould be required to be 
Sconſentaneous to themlelyes, and at in other 
Ithings by the ſame meaſures, which would 
prove ſo ſharpa penance, as were more [ikel 
Jto reduce them co ſobrietie, then all the torce 
aJof Argument. | 
1 24. Burt beſides this ſevere remedie, there 
r-ISſurean antidute againlt this malady, a way 
Jto leparate theDutie from the Contempt which 
hiltheir fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it ; and 
tar 1s by making their lives ſo uniformly 
Chriſtian, that it may be evident, *cis Conſct- 
acJence, not fear that works with them. Without 
z\&thisI know indeed no ſecuritie from reproach, 
” For to ſee a man who tramples upon all other 
ze commands of God, catch up this, as a buckler 
þd&againit a Challenger, who can be ſo blindly 
oe baritable, as to 1mpute this to any thing bur 
Q4 Cowardiſe?Burt when the whole tract of a mans 
h@Life is one continued courſe of Obedience, 
je? L 4 a 
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no man will expe&t he ſhould violate thar 
n this occafion, To this may be added a 


cheerful and free expoſing himſelf to all war- | 


rantable dangers, when any publick occaſion 


of hazard is offered : if he then ſhew himſelf | 
darmg, *twill be apparent, that *tis not the | 
fear of Death, bar Sin, which locks up his * 
Or when there is 
no opportunitie of this ative yalour, let him | 
approve his paſſive by a contenred, nay joy+ 
ful ſobmiſfion to any ſuffering, that attends | 
che diſcharge of a good conſcience : and of | 
this there is little fear ( in theſe dayes eſpeci. ! 


fword from private Dxe/s. 


ally ) to want occaſtons. He that does this, 
will bein no danger to bedefamed for decli- 


. ning Dnels: but on the contrarie ſuch an | 
Xquablepietie will extort reverence from all, | 
there being ſucha venerable amiabilitie in ir, Jj 
that the moſt prophane do even againſt their * 


wills, bear it ſome inward refpe&. 


25. Letnot men therefore pretend the Fear | 
Of reproach, as an excuſe, fince here is fo | 
readie a S$a/zo to that objection : but let them Ji 
by an afliduons practice of all other Chrifttan Imi 
yertues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and | 


qualihe themſelves for the propagating it to 


others. And Oh, that we could once ſee all | 


other quarrels amontt Gent/emen converted 
Into this one holy contention, who ſhould be 
forwardeſt in this Heroick atrertiþr.* *Tis the 
*#alfe notion of Honour, that is one of. Satans 
principal Citadels, like Zion to the Zebaftrtes t 
an 
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ind the aſlaulting ofthar,would bean atchiye- 
ment of ſo much glorie, that he that could 


Jproſper in it, might juſtly challenge the dig- 


nitle which David there promiſes, 2 Sam. 5, 
8. of being Chief and Captain. Here then they 
may lawtully quench their rthirit of Honour, 


Jyea and that of Reyenge too, by wrecking 
Itheir urmolt malice on chisrheir ſo grand Ene- 
Inie. Let it be remembred how long 
3befooled and cheated the world, and be ex- 


it hatch 


poſed to all the ſhames and deteſiation of a 


| | diſcovered Impoltour. Nay let it be brought 


Ito a ſolemn arraignment, choſe innumerable 
murthers of which it has been guilrie, charged 


0 ir, and proſecuted to death,fo utterly extin- 
miſhed, that ir may never again appear in 


the world, whilſt all good men applaud the 
Juſtice, and ſay, So /es all thine enemies perifo 


30 Lord. 


| 26, Having thus reflected on the common 


' Unbuſcs of Repwtarion, all chat remains is to con- 


Ifder how injurious men are to themſelyes 


 Iihcheir ill managerie of this Talenc, which 


© & SS 24... _ >... Co ao treo. ted ares 


Inighc be improved not only to their final ac- 
Jtount, bur even their preſent pleaſure. For 
firſt, he that by ſeaſonable advice reſcues any 


man from a courſe of ſin, will infallibly teel 
{0 unutterable a complacencie in having done 
fo, that he will finde he was kind to himſelf, as 
well as the other, and will have no temptation 
to think himſelf unprofitably imployed, though 
that were to be his onely reward, This bring- 
ng 
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ing {innersto repentance is fo noble, ſo tempt. | 
ing a deſign, that it drew even God himietf| 
from Heaven to proſecuteit , and that not by | 
cheap and eafie means, but by all thoſe Suffe- | 
rings, which humane nature moſt tremblesat : 

yet {uch was the joy of Mans falvation, which 
was ſet before him, as enabled him to exdyre | 
the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb.12.2.How ! 
rich a bargain will it then be to a man to par- ! 
cake with him in that j joy, to ſhare with him | 
in that prize, upon ſo much eafier terms, to 
pay bur a lictle breath tor that, which exhau- 


| 
| 
- 
: 
; 
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{ted his blood, and to become (in a lower in- ! 


feriour ſenſe ) a Saviour without a Croſs? 

27. In like manner, he that by a ſirict and | 
exemplarie conyerſation ſets himielf up a laxd-! 
mark to direct men in this turbulent and dan-| 
Serous Sea, his light, *cis true, goes forth to | | 
others, but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of } 
it remains within his own breaſt.Whar cheerful | 
what exulting reflexions may he make upon | 
himſelf, that can make good St. Pals pro-} 
teſtation, Afts 20.26. that he us pure from the | 
blood of all men ? That he hath not by any ſcan-| 
dalous example enfrared any ſoul; but on| 
the contrarie hath by poſitive illuſtrious acts | 
of Vertue endeavoured fo to adorn his Chriſti-| 
an profeilion, as to draw in Proſeiytes not to} 


the name, but the obedience of Chrilt ? That! 
bach made it his buſineſs to and in the Sap, 
not only by his interceſlions with God againit 
the Plagues, but by his endeayours with Men 
againſt 


—— 


| againlt the fins of the Nation, and by a ſteady 

| oppoſing himielf againſt the inundation of 
| prophaneneſs and "licentiouſneſs, 
1 vited others to give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure 
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hath in- 


torrents ? it has alwayes been accounted fo 


| glorious a thing to redeem ones Countrie from 
flaverie, that men have thought their greateſt 


hazards amply paid with the Title of a Patriot. 


| Bur there is no vaſſallage ſo 1gnoble, no ſer- 
| vitude fo miſerable, as that of Vice, and con- 
| ſequently no attempt ſo worthy, fo ingenuous, 
1 ſo ſatisfactorie to the undertaker, as to break 
!-thar yoke. He that aſpires to no more then a 
| private Innocence, is only on the defenſive 
7 part, {lands upon his guard againſt Satan : bur 
1 hechat aims art thisſort of publick reformatt- 

ons, 


maintains an invaſive War againit him, 
and ſo more ſhakes his kingdom. The reducing 
of any {inneris the diſpoſletling him of fo much 
of his ufurpt territorie, and weakens his Em- 
pire in the world. This is indeed the true 


| Pablick, Spirit : which though many have pre- 
| tendedto from whom we diſcern nothing of 


theſe effects; yet thole very pretenſions bear 
witneſs to the excellencie of the thing, and 
ought to animate men to be indeed, what fo 
many have coveted to be thought. 
28, Ifuppoſe I need not £0 on to the other 
inſtance : everie mans ſenſe, without conſult- 
ins either his Reaſon or Religion, will be 
able to pronounce that *cis better to be in 
Peace then Hoſt1litie, to have a whole then a 
wounded 


159 
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wounded bodie, to keep ſecurely his own ſta- | 
tion, then to be hunted like a Partridge on the | 
Aomntains by the Avenger of blood. The Jbute 
greater is the miracle, chat men who in Jwho 
all other inſtances deyote themſelyes wholly Jboth 
to their ſenſualitie, ſhould here only abjure © 

it ; that when bodie and ſoul come in compe- 
ticzon, live as if they had no ſoul, yet upon 
this occaſion can dare, as if they had no bo. | 
dies. Oh that men ſhould be ſuch ill husbands * 
of their ſufferings, and thus enhance 'Satans 
markets! Alas, He{/ is a purchaſe will never 
be taken out of their hands, how many chap- 
men ſoever they ſee about ic, they may tecure 
their Eſtate there firm enough by thoſe fins | 
they have more gult of : why ſhould they be 
thus madly prodigal to out-bid the common | 
rate ? Mult Gentlemen buy Damnation,as they 
uſually do Wares, dearer then other men ? * 
How 1s perdition become fo amiable, that like 
Rachel a double ſervitude is judged light for 
It; whilſt Heaven in the mean time, like Leah, 
x ſo much deſpiſed, that *tis thought an injury * 

to haye that obtruded on them, ' though upon ? 

the cafieſt terms? Certainly they are ſtrange 
cransforming Opticks which theſe men make } 

uſe of. Would God they could be but perſwa- | 
ded, 1f not to break yet at leaſt for a whit ? 

to lay by thoſe faile g/afſes, and behold things J — 
in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and then 

I doubt not they will difcern that Honour to | 

be infamie, which ſers men at defiance m_ 
God, | 


+24 al allot 
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1God ; andthatReputation then alone becomes 
Jettimable, when like a River it payes its Tri- 
{bute to the Ocean, promotes His Glorie, at 
{whoſe feer Kings ( without diminution } cal 
| both themſelves and Crowns, 


———_— _ 
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SE CT, IA. 
The Concluſion. 


E have now according to 

"WW our propoſ ſed Method , | 

ſurveyed aiſtiniily theſe 
Advantages * 
which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely | 
gre the ſame Teſtimony, which Caleb and | 
Joſhua dd of Canaan, Numb, 14. The | 
Land which we paſſed thorow to ſearch ! 
it, is an exceeding good Land. *Tis a | 
rich and fertile ſoyle wheretn theſe men are * 
planted, ſuch as hath a natural aptitude and | 


ſeweral 


Brgour to produce the moſt excellent fruits, 


But Paradile zt ſelf required areſsing, and | 


therefore we fide Adam had that work aſ- 
ſiened him t# his Innocence, And ſurely 


theſe his Sos may well ſubmit to the ſame | 
task : by the faithful diſcharge whereof they | 
may make ſome approaches towards that his | 


preſitze ſtate, 


2, {t need not be again inculcated, | 
that all theſe their Receits have their ſpe- | 


cial 


I cral 
57 

how 
' the 


but 
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| ral and particular ends in Gods aſsigument, 
"Twill be more uſeful to remember them, 
|bow neerly they are conceru'd xot to pervert 
\the (ourcel of God agarnſt themſelues, by 
be eletting to grue them their due expeted 
| improvements. For though he be a moſs 
liberal, yet is he ot a aeclizent Maſier, 
| but keeps an exatt and punlual account of 
|\whatever he thus delivers out, and will not 
|fart ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of 
Ibis goods, Indeed ſuch an abuſe has ſo 
| Fatal az Efficacy, that it quite changes therr 
 Unature, converts them from Bleſsings 
to the heavuteſl Curſes; would God too 
{many men bad wot this exemplified thetr 
= deftrufitue power, and by a kind of 
{Anti-creation /rought darkneſs out of 
| | ebt. 
| 3. But "is pity they ſhould be per 
__ to ſleep 1n that darkneſs, which 
Ithemſelves have made, And therefore if 
Ithis little Tra& ſhall fall into any ſuch 
I bands, it muſt avow to come upon that 
Juacitil, yet friendly Errand, te difturb 
| thetr ref, to awake them to ſome Conſi- 
deration, Fer as Philips Monzttour was to 
, {remember him, that he was but a man, 
ſo to pat them in mind, that in the middeſt 


" 


of 
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of their freeſt enjoyments they are (till 


but Stewards, and know z0t how ſuon |, 4 
thetrr Lord may ſummon them to therr uy | 
2 


Accounts, And with what confuſion and |, 1 
conſternation maſt they appear at the | 1. 
great Audit , who have ſo unfaithfuly | 
managed therr truſt > *T1S therefore now 1. | 
#0 longer time to dally, but by an aſs::uom WT 
care and diligence ts endeaUour to Redeem |; 
their pat ill bubandrie, left they run, fe 
the Fate of that Evil ſervant mentioned, & 7 
Matthew 24. be ſurprized in the mids | } 
of thetr Inordinacies, and have their yor- 5 
tion aſ51gned them i7 weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth, 

4. And now what Objefi0n can they 
poſs1bly make against this ſo neceſjarie 8 
Caution, which 1s founAed upon ſuch Me- 
trues, as ſhould methinks infallibly pre- Þ* 
watt upon all ſorts of tempers 8 If theyhave 
ary ſence of Fear, here are thoſe Terrors || 
of the Lord, which are amazing enourh | 
to ſet even a Belſhazzar ( thee with the | 
Cup &t his month, his Concubenes by bis | 
frde) a trembling. Certazuly he muft {| 
20t be only frozen but petrified in deſpe- | 
rate rmprette, whom even & glimpſe of thoſe | 
eternal flames will not be able to d:ſſotve. 
5.3% 


; CE —_——_—  ——_  —— — 


— ———— 


5. But if Fear (though of Goa) be tog 
 Liegererous a Paſſion for & Gentleman'ts 
wn, this advice can pon as 200d grounds 
{adreſs it ſelf to therry Hope : there ts as 
ell the Joy ot the Lord for the Faithtul, 
s the outter darkneſs for the unprofira- 
le ſcrvant, For though God have Right 
f abſolute Dominton, and might exatt obe- 
ence on his bare command; yet he 1s more 
afed to ſhew himſelf a Benefattor then a 
wd, and therefore deſcends to treat with 
n by the more gentle, and 1uuiting me- 
Jo's of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay, 1 
ed the end of his Commands ts onely to 
the us capable Subjetts of thoſe Eternal 
elictties he deſares to beſtow, And this 
ely is enough to excite men to a dilsgent 
gottating with thoſe Talents they bate re- 
' Fruved, ſince it 15 indeed themſeFues they 
c e trading for, The ſtock 1t 15 true 15 Gods, 
s page , 
, Wt all the 1ncreaſe of it will by his bounty 
- 
$ 
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mtaizly devoluve on them, And therefore 
Naamans Servants thought the care he 
in purſuit of, deſerved a ſubmmſſ10n to 
ſeuvereſt Preſcriptions, It the Prophet 
id bid thee doe fome great thing, 
duldſt thou nor have done it > 2 K:ngs 
+ [3 So ſurely we may conclude theſe endleſs 
- Fes propoſed by God, are cheaply earned 

_ even 
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deſire of bis diſpenſing his Rewards, that he vid 
will not truſt mens ſloth and folly with ſuch af,,j 
pretence of defeating themſelves ; au ity : 
therefore hath annexed no ſuch conditionK,; 4, 
we have ſeen, through all the ſeveral part$h,;.. 
of Duty, which conſtitute the Gentleman' 
Calling, that they are of a quite diſtan 
frame, not Totles but Refreſhments , no, p 
Yokes but Crowns, ſuch as differ only in (iz, ſe 
from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they tend 
ſo that here 1s batt even to the greateſt vo 
luptuary, And who that obſerves how mag ;- 
ny ſuch there be, would expe this Fruit ofg ; 
Paradiſe ſhould ſtill hang untouched 2 Te 
ſuch a prepoſterous Temperance have the 
put oz, that they are proof agatiſt all theſſ 
allurements, Good God) what contradith 
ons are men made up of | 1t is the buſine 
of therr lrues to purſue pleaſures, and yep, 
when thoſe of the moſt refined and exquiſith, 
ſort would run tnto therr embraces, th 
grow co), and cannot be courted to recetvh, pl 
them, We daily ſee the Devil hath bh, 
Martyrs : zt ſeems he hath his Aſcetick 
too, And ſo witty 18 the world gromye., 
8" 


even by the moſk exhauſting Labors, the 
m0 U1gorous T asks, 

6, But ſuch is the Tenderneſs and Indu; 
gence of our graciow Maſter, ſo earneſt his 
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Fn creating ſins, that they have found 
but a {in of ſelf-denial. would God theſe 
"Wſurd Mortifiers might be perſwailed to | 
emt ſomewhat of therr ſeverity, The moſt | 
'Fig:d Orders in Religion bave ſtill indut- | 
med ſome relaxation, ſome times of Fefti- 
Yity: why ſhould Satans Votaries be ſo 
Such more zealous, then Gods, as to make 
tir abſtinences ſo perpetual ? | 
7. It ſpeaks tndeed the Cruelty of 
ut Maſter they ſerve, but ſo it does | 
5 Policy alſo, He well knows that if | 
Peſe Divine Lights ſhould but inſinuate | 

mſelues, they would ſoon undermine his | 
jole Poundation ; (o raviſhing and at- | 
83:Te are they, that nothing but a per- ; 
# Ignorance of them can be Amulet 
ſictent againſt their Charmes, eAnd | 
refore tut 1s bis neceſſary concern, to | 
"wp men from ever taſting of them, the 
relliſh whereof would be ſure to make 
deſpiſe all his adulterated delica- 
Js. So we ſee he can give ſome rati« 


e 


» u account of his part of the matter, | 
Ws what can Men ſay for themſelves, f 
'y; 


play his game for him, even when 
bir own ſouls are at the ſtake, that at 
eb. renounce that Eternal ntereſt, aud a 
Pg-ſeirt pleaſure 2 This is indeed in | | 
F -.. Mz Davy 


MW 
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as a fool dieth, Their hands are nth * 
bound, nor therr feet put 1nto fetters 1 nol if 
extrinſfick hindrance lies on them, wh To 
they may ot ſtretch forth their hanc ſc 
to this Tree of life, and cat and live}, 
happily here, and gloriouſly for everſſ: 
And yet like Solomons Sluggard, they 
hide their hands in their bolome, anc 
will not ſo much as bring them to thei E..7 
mouths, Prov. 19. 24. Py 
8. This ts ſo ſluptd a Folly, as zo 
that pretends to common ſenſe, would iN 
any worldly concerument be guilty 0 
wrull any man rerounce a rich unchargelh, 
able  Reverſion, when he 1s z0t onelf 
wooed, but bribed by a conſideratle ſu 
in hand not to diſclaim it > I fear the 
are few ſo mortified to Wealth, « 
to do t1t wpor: the ſcore of Self-dental 8 
and ſure no man would be thought inh 
wits, that ſhould do it upon any otheh © 
For. what jealouſies ſoever he had entef: 


the ſuſpicton of Decei , 


abi 


The Concluſtan. 
- pvtch 75 offered him 1s falſe aud adalte- 
"Pate. eAnd that I may not be under a 
""pece{/ity of proouncing ſo many men mad, 
'Þ jhall ſuppoſe it not unlikely th 
Þ / PP ly that 

ps fcruple may occur to them in the 
Greſent Caſe. T hey have ſo long brought all 
"Jh-cr Bullion to Sathans Mint, ſuffered 
m to ſtamp their Pleaſures, that aowe |} 
ps now paſs for curreut with them, which | 

S z0t bis Impreſs: and upon this ac- 1 
nt "tis too probable they may diſtruſt | 
e valiatty of the preſent Payment, dis- | 
elzeve the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties = 
have here recommended to their Enjoy- [11 
ent, as well as Praftice, Nor ſhall 1 
fire to 1mpoſe on their belief, but ſhall | 
ery willtzgly wave their Faith, and ap- 
: al to therr Senle, But then they muſt (| 
Jemember, that that 1s uncapable of judg- [| 
10's &y any other means but Experience : 1 
d therefore if all that has been addreſi | 
| their Realon be 1aeffeFual, that re- - 
ains as the laſt reſerve for their con- 
cement, Let every one of them ſeri- 
i fly and conſcientiouſly ſet to the Prey 
$LICe, (ard allow only for ſo much of dif- 
þ culty, as naturally attends the 1nter- | 
+ (*pt1ng a contrary Cuſtome ) and theiz let 44 
oÞi'? if be can, doubt of the Pleaſure. | 
17 3 v- 


Y 
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Let bim allow bimſelf but this one Mc 
dium to 1#ferr 2t, and I ſhall defie his 
diſſent to the Concluſion, Let him ſows 
with me this handfull of ſeed in the tears 
of true contritzon for remembring his Du 
ty and Intereſts ſo late, and I ſhall ve 
confident he will reap in joy 7 this 
world, and carry the news of it to azother 
even thither alſo bring his ſheaves wit 
him, abundance of fruit to his accounts 
be bleſt here, and crown'd eternally, 
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c Bleſſed Lord, I thy wrenteds vy 
() Creature, thy not onely unpro-J Tt 
ficable,and {lothtul, but wicked? I b 
Servant, do here proſtrate my felt at} wt 
thy Feet, humbly acknowledging that} 
have moſt perverſly and moſt treache- 
roufly miſ-imployed thoſe many preci. 
pus Talents wherewith thou haſt jntruſt-J | 
ed me, I have, O Lord, unworthily a-| 
buſed thoſe common Mercies which! 
thou haſt afforded me as a Man, anda' 
Chriſtian, my whole lite having been a 
continued reſiſtance to the dictates both! 
of Reaſon and Religion, But I have yet} it 1 
| farther perverted thoſe more {ſpecial } to: 
Liberalities of thine, whereby thou haſt } ma 
aſlayed to vanquiſh and melt an un-Jj ed 
grateful heart, My Knowledg hath had} wh 
no influence on my Choices, but I have | to' 
obſtinately puriued thoſe ways, which | as 
| I knew led to the Chambers of Death, | hac 
| and by advancing my Sins from Igno- | the 
rances to Prelumprtions, hath ſerved on- | tho 
ly to render me liable to the greater | me 
number of ſtripes, That Wealth wherc- | ſna 
by I ſhould have glorified Thee, an0 plc 
uC- 3. 
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| ſaccoured my Brethren, I have conver. 
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ted into fuel to maintain and accend m 

Covctouſnels, Pridezand Luxury, fo le- 
vying war againſt Thee with thine own 
Treaſure, Thus unfaithtul,O Lord,have 
I been in the unrighteous Mammon; and 


! who then ſhall commit ro my truſt the 
true Riches > I have waſted that Time 


thou haſt given me to work out my own 
Salvation,vainly and impertinently, nay 
often ſo viciouſly and 1mpiouſly, thar 
Idlencſs, though a Crying fin of Sodom, 
hath been the filenteſt oft my guilts, the 


! ercater portion of my Days having been 
! devoted either to the purſuit or enjoy- 


ment of my brutiſh Pleaſures,ſo making 
ir my buſineſs to provide for the Fleſh 


! to fulfil the Luſts thereof ; and of thoſe 


many Days and Years thou haſt afford- 
ed me, how few minutes arc there of 


| which I can give any tolerable account 
| to Theezor my own Soul? Nay,O Lord, 
hq as if my: ſingle and perſonal Impieties 
| had been too little, I have propagated 
! them to Others,and have made that Au- 


thority and Eſteem, which thou gaveſt 
me for better purpoſes, the means of en- 
inaring all whom my Intereſt or Exam- 
ple could ſeduce, And now, O 0 
| OW 
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tor ſo many Sins of Other men, as well 
as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare 
on M:zpah, and a Net {ſpread on Mount *' 
Tabor, the Inſtrument of entangling and ' 


betraying ſo many Souls ? O merciful 


Lord, who delighteſt not 1n the death of *' 


a ſinner, look with pitty both on them, ' 
and me ; Give me a ſincere and earneſt 
Repenrance, for my own offences, andif ! 
it be thy bleſfled will, make me ſome }; 
way inſtrumental to the begetting the * 
like in them, that I may be as contribu- ? 
tive to their Recovery, as I have been to *? 


their Fall : And let the conſciouſneſs of | hat 


my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in all ? 
the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me *' 
to a more diligent and induſtrious im- ! 
proement of all thoſe advantages thou 1 


aſt pur into my hands, tor thy glory, 
the benefit of my Brethren, and the 
eternal joy of my own Soul, Grant 
this, O gracious Lord , for his ſake 
who came to Call finners to Repen- 
eance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ; 


A 
0 
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eA Thankggtving. 


| Moſt gracious and moſt boun- 
| () tiiul Lord, who doeſt good un- 
[3 " toall, but haſt in an extraordi- 

nary meaſure abounded to me thy un- 
| worthieſt Servant, I defire with all ex- 
| uberant thankfulneſs of heart, to conteſs 
| and celedrate this thy great goodneſs, 
; Lord, Thou haſt not been to me a VVil- 
| derneſs, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt 
| cauſed my Lot to fall in a fair ground 
! Thou haſt not only given me a Natural, 
| and a capacity of a Spiritual life, but 
' 2 haſtalſoenriched me with many advan- 
| tages for the comfortable ſupport of the 
| one, and the happy improvement of the 
_ | other,above whatthou affordeſt to mul- 
_ | eirudes of others, Thou haſt liberally 
| given me of the Dew of Heaven, and 
tatneſs of the Earth, an Aſſurance of all 
| thoſe good things which may both ob= 
| lige and aſſiſt me chearfully to ſerve 
Thee, Oletnot my Heart like Gzdeors 
Fleece remain dry, whilſt all about it is 
| thus plentitully watred from Heaven 
| but give me, I beſeech thee, ſuch a ſence 
! | ofehy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelfin a 

| | Ccon- 
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conſtant and zealous Obedience, Thou 
haſt done ſo much tor this meaneſtPlanr 
inthy Vineyard, dreſt it and fenced it 
about with Thy Grace and Providence; 
and having built a Wine-preſs, mayeſt 
moſt reaſonably expe ſome Cluſters 
£0 be brought to it at the Vintage, O let 
not {o gracious, lo equitable a demand 
be fruſtrated, whenthoulookeſt it ſhould 
bring torth Grapes,let it not bring forth 
wild Grapes ; let not thoſe Advantages 
I enjoy above others, tempt me to cxalt 
my {cl or deſpiſe them, but grant me 
always to remember that it is Thou on- 
ly that makeft me differ from another, 


a MP IIIInn 
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Lord, let thy Methods be wy Docu- * 


ments, thy Dilpenſations of Indulgence 


cowards me, the Engagements & Bands * 
of the cloſeſt and moſt.inviolable Duty, * 


that that Eminency of condition where- : 
in Thou haſt placed me in this VWorld, : 
may be an effeual Admonition to me ' 


to be eminent in Vertue,that Men ſeeing 


my good Works, may glorify Thee | 
my Heavenly Father, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Blefled Saviour, 


y) [* 
4 
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e4 Prayer, 


' Thou moſt Righteous and Im- 
() partial Judge,who delpiſeſt not 


the mean,nor acceptelt the per- 
{ons of the Mighty, Make me always to 


\ remember and ſcriouſly to conſider, 


-a 


that none of thoſe outward priviledges 
I enjoy among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal,but that I ſhall 


| oneday be brought to Judgment, as for 
! all thar I have done 1n the fleſh, fo par- 
| ticularly for thoſe ſpecial and peculiar 
' Advantages, whereby thou haſt diſcri- 
' minated me from my meaner brethren: 


: Andohlertheſe Terrors of the Lord 


| timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a 
| chearful imploying of all I have recei- 
: ved,to thoſe ends for which thou haſt 
! beſtowed them. Lord, grant that the 
7 Knowledge thou haſt given me may 
| 5 have ſuch an efficacy on my Practice, 
! that it may always guide, never upbraid 
' me. Andas thou haſt opened thy hand 


5 


 wideto mein temporal Plenty, ſo en- 


large my heart in Thankfulneſs toward 
thee, and in Compaſhon and bounty to- 
ward thy poor members; I am not 

| ſtraitned 
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ftraitned by thee, O let me not be 
ſtraitned in my own bowels; let neither 
Covetouſneſs nor Riot make me poor 
in the midſt of Riches,bur grant me rhat 
truc Enjoyment which conſiſts in a 
Charitable diſpenſing of them, that for- 
ſaking all the unſatisfying nauſeated 
plealures of Luxury, I may purchaſe to 
my ſelfthat more ſolid tranſcending de- 
light of ſaccouring the diſtreſles of my 
fellow Chriſtians. Lord, ſuffer not my 
Wealth to be only a lading with thick 
clay, nor the ruſt of it to bear witnels a- 
ainſkt me, but rather make me of the 
number of thoſe that need relicf, then of 
thoſe who want hearts to give it, And 
fince in thy gracious Providence thou 
haſt placed me in a condition of caſe 
and vacancy, O let me not pervert 1t 1n- 
toalite of Idleneſs and Senfuality, let 
me not be leſs, bur better buſted then 0- 
ther men, O never ſuffer- me to incur 
the guilt or reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indifferent in my entercourlſe 
with Thee, then others are of their trat- 
fique with the World; of having lets 
care of my own andother mens immor- 
tal ſouls, then they have of their corrup- 
tible bodies ; but make me fo induſtri- 
oully 


* oft * 
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| full ſoever ; Let me think nothing Ho- | 
norable, but what bears Thy ſtamp and | 
| impreſs on it, but engage, and animate, 


$ FR 
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| moſt eager and vigorous endeauour of 


| ſome eſteem and reputation among 
| men. And, O Lord, grant that by an 


75 || 
ouſly ro husband every minute of that 8 
precious Time thou lendeſt me here, as S | 
may be in order to a bleſſed Erernity 
both of my ſelf, and as many more as 
thou ſhalt put within my reach, O ler 
not any perſons ever have cauſe to ac- 
cule their relation to me, for betraying 
them to Sin here, or Miſery hercafter ; 
but grant that all that are under my | 
care or power, may receive ſuch whol- 
ſom influence from me, as may nouriſh | 
all Chriſtian Practice among them ; 
And, Lord, grant that my Example 
may be fuch toall, thatI never prove | 
to any an occaſion of Falling : Letme | 
never contribute to that power and cm- 
pire which Vice has gotten in the 
world,but with a ſteady courage oppolc 
all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuccels- 


and inflame my benumm'd breaſt,tothe 
recovering discountenanced Vertue to — 
aſſiduous Practice of all Duty, I may 


arrive to ſuch a guſt and reliſh of it, as 
may 


” 
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may utterly ſupplant any ſentual de- 
lights in my own heart, and may alſo 
quality me experimentally to aſſure 0- 
thers how {weet the Lord 1s, that I may 
be an cffeEtual (though unworthy) In- 
ftrument in thy hand of drawing many 
to the Obedience of Chriſt,and that re- 
nouncing all the vain torturing Ambiti- 
ons of this world, I may aſpire to no 0- 
cher honour bur that of being approved 
by Thee as a good and faithtul Servant; 
That by thy mercy having my Infirmi- 
ties covcred,and my Sincerity acccpted, 
I may at laſt be admitted into the Joy 
of my Lord, through the merits of Je- 
ſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and 
Mediator. Amer, 
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For more particular (oncernments, the Rea- 
der may be referred to the Devotions at 
the end of [The Whole Duty of Man] 
zu Octavo, ſold by T, Garthwaite, 
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